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Young dancers’ marathon for Save the Children 



ABOVE: Members of Bridgend Youth Dance took part in a national dance marathon in aid of Save the Children, 
when they danced for five hours in the Grand Pavilion. Some of the young dancers are 
pictured with their tutors, Lizzie Macmillan-Davies and Sian Rowlands. 

PHOTOGRAPH by FRANK SHIPTON (07790 882925, or e-mailfrankshipton@mac.com) 
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NEW 

AUTUMN 

MENU 



Locally 

sourced 

produce 

assured 


AUTUMNAVINTER WARMER 

2 course Lunch - £10 

(Served Monday to Friday) 

3 course Dinner - £16 

(Served Monday to Thursday) 

Steak Supplement applies 

Choose from our 
Home Cooked Full Menu ... 

Daily Specials Selection also available 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 

(From Monday 26th November) 

4 COURSE PARTY MENU 

LunchlEvenings £21.95 

SUNDAY LUNCH £8.50 

2 courses £12.95 • 3 courses £15.95 

FOOD SERVED: 

Monday - Saturday 12 noon - 2.30pm; 

6.30 - 9.30pm, Sundays 12 noon - 3pm 

01446 773553 

BookingsIDetailsIMenu: info@carnearms.co.uk 
Llysworney, COWBRIDGE CF71 7NQ 
visit www.carnearms.co.uk 


Nottage murder 
shocks community 

A QUIET area of ^ ^ 

Porthcawl is in f 
shock after the mur- U 
der of a local man. 

South Wales Police 
are releasing very few 
details, but a 
spokesman confirmed 
that officers are investi¬ 
gating the murder of 
50-year-old Paul 
Trevelyan. 

The spokesman said: 

“Officers were called to 

attend a house in the Nottage Meadows area 
shortly before 12.20am on Sunday, October 7. 

“A 23-year-old man has been arrested on sus¬ 
picion of murder. He is currently in hospital and 
police officers are unable to interview him at this 
time.” 



ABOVE: 

The crime scene, 
picture by 
Keith E Morgan 


Lions" book clearance 


IN anticipation of fresh book 
donations arriving for its 2013 
spring book fair, Bridgend Lions 
Club is holding a huge one-day 
clearance sale of quality pre¬ 
owned books on Saturday, 
October 20, at the YMCA, Angel 
Street, Bridgend. 

Eagerly awaited by book lovers 
from the borough and beyond, this 
annual clearance is an ideal opportu¬ 
nity to stock up on favourite authors, 
genres or interests because there will 
be thousands of thrillers, romances, 
biographies, non-fiction and chil¬ 
dren’s books to browse. 

Doors will open at 10am and 
there’s no ad mi ssion charge. 


The club delights in the knowledge 
these book sales alone have produced 
more than £135,000 for local charita¬ 
ble and community causes. And that’s 
on top of the club’s many other 
fundraising projects. 

Donations of books for next 
March’s event will be gratefully 
received at the YMCA before, during 
and for months after the sale. 

Arrangements to collect large 
quantities can be made by calling 
0845 833 9582, or emailing: 
enquiries @bridgendlions.org.uk. 

Information about the club’s work 
and its contact details are on its web¬ 
site; www.bridgendlions.org.uk. 

DJ 


‘I find you to be a coward 
and a bully’ - Recorder 

Porthcawl 
man escapes 
jail after 
head-butting 
ex-girlfriend 


CROWN COURT REPORT 
by AJ SICLUNA 


Now Good Salon accredited 

Beth Daniel 

Hoirdcsiqncrs 

Introducing the elite hair straighteners 
from the makers of ghd. Add shape, 
create flicks, curves and waves .. , 


A building worker who attacked a former girlfriend by 
twice headbutting her in the face, escaped a prison sen¬ 
tence at Cardiff Crown Court by the “skin of his teeth”. 

Gareth Lloyd (26) was branded “a coward and a bully” by Recorder Jeremy 
Jenkins. 

Lloyd of Mackworth Road, Porthcawl, who has no previous convictions, 
was sentenced to 51 
weeks imprisonment, 
suspended for two years, 
made subject to a super¬ 
vision order for a year 
and directed to carry out 
200 hours unpaid work. 

Lloyd had been found 
guilty of causing 35- 
year-old Abigail Bryant 
actual bodily harm. 

Prosecutor David 
Pinnell said the couple 
had had a relationship 
which came to an end. 

On December 11, 
after he had been drink¬ 
ing, Miss Bryant agreed 
he could see her in her 
flat in Porthcawl. 

When he went inside, 
he twice butted her, 
causing her to suffer a 
broken nose. 

Between each of the 
attacks, said Mr Pinnell, 

Lloyd apologised. 

He claimed that she 
had attacked him, and he 
reacted in self defence. 

The court heard that 
Miss Bryant underwent 
an operation and in the 
future, further surgery 
will be required. 

The court also heard 
that before the attack, he 
had sent her text mes¬ 
sages involving insults. 

Lloyd’s counsel, 

Stuart McLees, said the 
attack was not premedi¬ 
tated and initially they 
had a pleasant conversa¬ 
tion, which unfortunate¬ 
ly turned nasty. 

He said that Lloyd 
now has a new, positive 
relationship. 

Continued on PAGE 11 
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Professional Service 
Sensible Prices 

Beth with apprentice 
Jack Gunter 


7S0108 Please call soon... 

U 1030 /3U IUO T^jes-Thurs 9am-5.30pm, 
20 Dunraven Place, Friday 9am-7pm, 

BRIDGEND Saturday 9am-4pnn 
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"Elections should not be 
about how much money 
the candidates can raise’ 


WESTMINSTER 

NOTEBOOK 


Bridgend MP ll 

- 1 ’ ^ « \ 

MADELEINE MOON 

\ v 

writes an exclusive \ 
column from 

ll - J 

Westminster 
for The GEM. 



N ovember 

6 will see the 
culmination 
of one of the most 
expensive political 
operations in histo¬ 
ry- 

The race for the 
White House, pitting 
two candidates and 
their fundraising 


T he letter 
from 

Madeleine 
Moon MP (The 
GEM, October 4) 
shows how discon¬ 
nected some MPs 
are from the elec¬ 
torate. 

She should be asking 
how many other safe EU 
countries the Bulgarian 
family travelled through 
before claiming asylum 
in Westminster. 

Why they did not wel¬ 
come secure temporary 
accommodation in a 
family detention centre 
where they would all be 
safe - and if, by some 
chance they lied about 
the asylum, claim they 
could easily be contacted 
by our overstretched 
immigration service and 
transported back to 
Bulgaria? 

She should also con- 


machines in a battle to 
win control of the US, 
pales all other election 
campaigns into finan¬ 
cial insignificance. 

It’s estimated that 
the 2012 campaign will 
cost somewhere in the 
region of $5.8hillion 
(or £3.7hillion). 

Putting this into 
some kind of perspec¬ 
tive, that is the equiva- 


sider why so many non- 
EU nationals have come 
in over the last decade or 
more to fill jobs UK 
nationals could not do. 

I do not remember 
unemployment ever 
reaching zero in that 
time. Is it because over 
the last decade the then 
Government lost control 
of our borders, or that 
they failed to educate or 
train the unemployed to 
be able to take these 
jobs? Or is it because 
the benefit system 
actively discourages 
them from applying? 

As for MPs’ expenses, 
the electorate know there 
is a gravy train out there 
and no matter if you are 
an MP, MSP, MEP, AM 
or a hanger-on, too many 
people are on it. 

What about the 
British value of fairness? 
They still do not get it! 
Graham Snowdon, 
Llantwit Major. 


lent of the GDP of 
Malawi. 

In contrast, elec¬ 
tions for Police and 
Crime Commissioners 
in Wales and England 
on November 15 have 
a public information 
budget of around £2m. 

Every Presidential 
campaign is more 
expensive than the 
last. Since the election 
in 2000, the cost has 
leapt upwards by $lbn 
a time. In 2008, the 
campaign cost around 
$5bn. 

Running for 
President has become, 
as one commentator 
described it, like run¬ 
ning a decent medium¬ 
sized business for two 
years, while the cam¬ 
paign itself is equiva¬ 
lent to a decent sized 
industry. 

While the office of 
President is the ulti¬ 
mate prize, the 
amounts of money 
involved are all the 
more staggering when 
you consider how 
many voters will 
determine the result. 

Many US voters 
tend to stick with what 
they know and will not 
be persuaded to 
change their voting 
allegiance. 

It is estimated that 
a mere 2-3per cent of 
voters are considered 
open to persuasion. 
Both parties apparent¬ 
ly are convinced they 


have to spend vast 
amounts of money to 
get their loyal voters 
out. No Presidential 
candidate would deem 
it sensible to cut back 
on spending, for fear 
of losing. 

Generating this 
campaign fund is not 
easy, which is why it 
seems as if Presidents 
have only two years in 
office to make any 
kind of impact, before 
they have to focus on 
the next Presidential 
race and fundraising. 

The law that gov¬ 
erns election spending 
in the US is very dif¬ 
ferent from the UK 
and elsewhere. Here, 
there are limits on 
donations and what 
can be spent during 
the official campaign 
period. 

In the US, fundrais¬ 
ing is a merry-go- 
round of dinners, 
speaking events and 
meetings. 

Each party in the UK 
is permitted to have a 
small number of free 
party political broad¬ 


casts, and cannot buy 
airtime. 

This year’s cam¬ 
paign has also been 
fuelled by Super 
PACs. These public 
action committees, 
sound like small 
groups of people who 
raise funds through 
cake sales and car 
boot sales. 

In reality, they are 
independent political 
committees that sup¬ 
port the candidates, 
who can receive dona¬ 
tions from companies, 
unions or individuals. 

They are entirely 
separate from the can¬ 
didates and cannot 
contribute directly to 
the campaign. 
However, they can 
spend money at will. 

There are concerns 
that this allows pri¬ 
vate, wealthy interests 
to have too much 
influence over the elec¬ 
tion; to the tune of 
$3bn. 

They also impact on 
the tone of the elec¬ 
tion. Independent 
monitoring of how this 
money is spent esti¬ 
mates that 70per cent 
is spent on what are 
known as attack ads; 
television adverts 
which seek to destroy 
the reputation of the 
opposing candidate. 
Negativity rules the 
airwaves. 

The size and the 
scale of the campaign 
is staggering and rais¬ 
es a lot of questions 
about how fair and 
democratic an election 
can be if wealthy indi¬ 
viduals can play such 
a role. 

They would not be 
making those dona¬ 
tions unless they 
believed they had at 
least some influence on 
the final result. 

An election should 
never be about how 
much money one can¬ 
didate or the other can 
raise. 

It is difficult to know 
with any great certain¬ 
ty the degree to which 
the largest campaign 
budget wins. 

Hopefully, the person¬ 
ality and ability of the 
winning candidate still 
has some part to play 
in this! 

Whether we like it 
or not, the outcome of 
the election will have 
far-reaching conse¬ 
quences for everyone. 


particularly in the 
realm of international 
affairs. The new 
President will have 
difficult decisions to 
make; not least of 
which what to do 
about the deteriorat¬ 
ing situation in Syria 
and the threat of Iran 
developing a nuclear 
weapon. 

Like the UK, the US 
has two Houses - the 
House of 

Representatives sits in 
Congress and the 100 
seat Senate, which is 
the equivalent of our 
House of Lords. 

Those who serve in 
the 435-seat Congress 
are constantly fighting 
elections and fundrais¬ 
ing as they face elec¬ 
tion every two years. 
One Congressman told 
me he has to raise 
$70m every two years 
to fight his seat, taking 
time away from actu¬ 
ally doing the job of 
being a representative. 

Control of 

Congress, the Senate, 
State Governorships 
and State Legislatures 
has a great impact on 
how effective a 
President can be in 
seeing policies enact¬ 
ed. 

At present, the 
Democrats have a 
majority in the Senate 
but a minority in 
Congress, and hold a 
minority of governor¬ 
ships and state legisla¬ 
tures. 

Election rules vary 
from state to state, and 
can have a direct 
impact on electoral 
outcomes. So many 
people need to vote in 
the Presidential elec¬ 
tion that polling 
booths are open over a 
number of days and 
weekends prior to 
election day. 

Voters may stand in 
a queue for several 
hours to complete 
their ballot paper. 
There are allegations 
of vote rigging. 

Voters registered for 
one party in a state 
controlled by another 
may also find them¬ 
selves removed from 
the electoral register 
because their name is 
similar to that of a 
convicted criminal, or 
they are suspected of 
being an illegal immi¬ 
grant. 

Compared with US 
elections, ours are sim¬ 
pler and considerably 
cheaper. Watch the US 
elections for the great 
show they are! 

Another of my sum¬ 
mer reads was ‘Race of 
a Lifetime: How 
Obama won the White 
House’, which 
describes the two-year 
race for the White 
House. It is an 
exhausting page turner. 


Pantomime auditions 



ABOVE: Dancers are wanted for a new pantomime in Port Talbot. 


HAVE you ever wanted to dance in 
Pantomime? Performing Arts Cymru are 
looking to extend its troupe of dancers for a 
professional pantomime in Port Talbot. 
Auditions will take place on October 21 at 


Mountpleasant, Bryntirion, Bridgend, CF31 
4EF: juniors (seven-10 years) at 1pm; sen¬ 
iors (11-14) at 2pm. Audition administration 
fee is £3. Call 01656 750008for more infor¬ 
mation. 


‘Asylum questions 
to be answered’ 


Local artist’s 
take on Dylan’s 
famous village 







John Mason with one of his paintings. 


ANYONE interested in 
Saint David or Dylan 
Thomas might well 
find a visit to the 
Silures Gallery in 
South Road, Porthcawl 
of interest. 

Here local artist, John 
Mason, has interpreted 
Saint David’s words 
“Cofiwch y pethau 
bychain” (Remember the 
little things of life) in his 
own unique way, to pro¬ 
duce, in his own words a 
“quirky” and sometimes 
funny body of work . 

Thirteen of his acrylic 
paintings are illustrations 
from Dylan Thomas’ 
play for voices. Under 
Milk Wood, and his 
descriptions of Polly 
Garter, Lily Smalls and 
Mr Pugh among others, 
are almost guaranteed to 


raise a smile. 

John lives in Cefn 
Cribwr and has obvious¬ 
ly been influenced by his 
home village, for many 
of Cefn’s buildings 
(chapels, pubs, iron¬ 
works, signal box and 
post office) appear in 
several of his illustra¬ 
tions of ‘Llareggub’, 
Dylan’s imaginary vil¬ 
lage. 

The exhibition is fur¬ 
ther enhanced by Jane 
Malvisi’s ceramic fig¬ 
ures. 

The exhibition, ‘Dewi 
Meets Dylan ’ may be 
viewed at at Silures 
Gallery (CF36 3DG) 
every weekend until the 
end of October, 11am 
until 4.30 pm. 


Care home coff ee 


BRTA CELYN care 
home in Maesteg joined 
in with Macmillan 
Cancer Support’s 
World’s Biggest Coffee 
Morning with friends, 
relatives and neigh¬ 
bours. 

They held a competi¬ 
tion for best cake and 
also a raffle, offering 
some wonderful prizes 
in return for the kind 
donations. 

The home managed to 
raise a brilliant £77.17 


to be donated to the 
cause. 

Manager Maria 
Cahalane said: “The 
coffee morning went so 
well. 

“Everyone had a 
great time joining in the 
competitions and chat¬ 
ting over a drink and 
cake. 

“It was lovely to see 
everyone getting 

involved to help this 
amazing charity. ” 


HIGHXroE TIMES 

(UNTIL OCTOBER 18) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

11 Thur 

03.33 

7.5 

15.49 

7.9 

12 Fri 

04.31 

8.2 

16.45 

8.7 

13 Sat 

05.19 

8.8 

17.34 

9.3 

14 Sun 

06.02 

9.5 

18.21 

9.9 

15 Mon 

06.45 

10.0 

19.03 

10.3 

16 Tues 

07.27 

10.4 

19.48 

10.6 

17 Wed 

08.11 

10.5 

20.31 

10.5 

18 Thur 

08.53 

10.4 

21.16 

10.3 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide 
table specific to their location. 


E-Mail Contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk • gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk • Tel 01446 774484 
Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF71 TEL. Printed by NWN Ltd. 
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Mother and daughter’s 
charity walk with 
their ^Band of Sisters’ 



ABOVE: Becky Collett (left) and Alison 
Elson are now in Jordan on a charity trek in 
100 degree temperatures. 
Photograph by MANDY THOMAS 

(WWW. mandythomasphotography. co. uk) 

Credit Union’s 
£5,656 grant 


BY the time GEM 
readers open this 
newspaper, Alison 
Elson and her 
daughter, Becky 
Collett, will be 
nearing the end of a 
challenging charity 
walk in tempera¬ 
tures close to 100 
degrees Fahrenheit! 

The two women are 
members of the ‘Band 
of Sisters’ a group allied 
to the Help for Heroes 
charity, and they are 
walking 100km in 
Jordan, finishing at the 
ancient city of Petra 
tomorrow (October 12). 

Most of the Band of 
Sisters, and there are 
about 40 in the group, 
have suffered a personal 
tragedy during recent 
conflicts and Alison, 
from Pencoed, and 
Beck, from Llangeinor, 
are no exception. 

It was in July 2009 
that they received the 
news that Alison’s step¬ 
son, Lance Corporal 
Dane Elson, had died of 
his wounds in 
Afghanistan,while serv¬ 
ing with the Welsh 
Guards. 

Alison told The 
GEM: “We have been 
told to expect difficult 
terrain and very high 


HYGIENE stan¬ 
dards in Bridgend 
county borough 
food businesses 
have risen since a 
scoring system was 
introduced, BCBC 
report. 

Since the Eood 
Hygiene Rating Scheme 
(EHRS) began two years 
ago, environmental 
health officers have 
been rating 1,022 food 
businesses currently 
rated under the scheme 
at the moment. 

A spokeswoman stat¬ 
ed that currently just 
over 77 per cent of bor¬ 
ough businesses have 
the higher rating of 3, 4 
or 5, and there has been 
a decline in those busi¬ 
nesses that have been 
given a low rating of 0, 1 
or 2, from 36 per cent 
last year to 23 per cent 
now. 

Businesses were 
assessed on how hygien- 
ically the food is han¬ 
dled, the condition and 
the structure of the 
buildings, including 
cleanliness, layout, 
lighting, ventilation, 
equipment and other 
facilities and how the 
business manages and 
records what it does to 
make sure food is safe. 

Erom the inspection 
findings the business 
will be given a rating 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


temperatures during the 
day, up to 40 degrees 
Celsius. 

“The aim is to cover 
the 100km over six 
days, and we have been 
training hard in recent 
months, walking up hills 
around Pencoed and the 
Garw Valley.” 

Alison explained: 
“The Band of Sisters is a 
support group for 
women who have been 
affected, and it also pays 
for holiday cottages, so 
that wounded soldiers 
and families can take a 
short holiday.” 

Every family that 
loses a son or daughter 
while on active service 
has their own way of 
dealing with the tragedy, 
and their own stories. 

Alison, her husband 
Stuart, and Becky can 
remember the phone call 
from Dane just two 
weeks before he died. 

Alison said: “He was 
really upset, because a 
good friend. Dale 
Leach, he been badly 
injured. It didn’t look as 
if he would make it.” 

In fact Dale, from 
Barry, did survive but 
two weeks later, Dane 
was badly injured in 


ranging from 5 (very 
good) to 0 (urgent 
improvement neces¬ 
sary). 

Officers then explain 
to the person who owns 
or manages the business 
if improvements are 
needed, what they are 
and how they can 
achieve a higher rating. 

Coun David Sage, 
Deputy Leader of 
BCBC, said: “The intro¬ 
duction of the scheme 
has definitely driven 
improvements. 
Businesses want to dis¬ 
play a high rating and 
show the scores on the 
doors, because they 
know customers will 
vote with their feet. 

“If they work with 
council officers, all busi¬ 
nesses will find they can 
achieve the very best 
rating. 

“However, displaying 
a rating is still optional 
at the moment which is 
why we would support 
the Welsh Government’s 
Eood Hygiene Rating 
(Wales) Bill which pro¬ 
poses there should be a 
mandatory requirement 
for food business opera¬ 
tors to display their rat¬ 
ing stickers, from late 
2013.” 


action, and he did not 
make it. 

The tragedies have 
brought them together 
and recently, Becky and 
Dale went on a short 
break to stay in a holi¬ 
day cottage in Erance - 
courtesy of the Band of 
Sisters. 

Working with the 
support group has 

helped Alison and 

Becky deal with the 
aftermath and, to be 
honest, there are regular 
reminders of how recent 
conflicts have left local 
families bereft and 

scarred. 

Alison said: “When 
we were on a training 
walk in the Garw, we 
headed up a steep bath 
to a hill over-looking the 
valley, and came by 
chance on a small 
memorial for Private 
Craig Barber, who died 
in Iraq in August 2007. 

“It was touching, and 
many people had left 
flowers and mementos 
there. We left our wrist 
bands there.” 

Alison and Becky 
have had great support 
locally for their charity 
walk, and have already 
raised £6,000. 

Alison said: “It has 
been overwhelming. We 
did a supermarket col¬ 
lection over a weekend 
at Tesco’s in Llantrisant, 
and raised £1,600 there 
alone. 

“Morrison’s and Asda 
have been helpful too, 
and so have the Royal 
British Legion in 
Pencoed. 

“Marion and Gwyn 
Claridge, of the Legion, 
run a quiz once a month 
and have donated to us.” 

Anyone reading The 
GEM this week can be 
pretty sure that there are 
two very tired women in 
Jordan, trying to make it 
all the way to the finish! 

Donations can still be 
made to the following 
website: www.bmychari¬ 
ty. com/beckycollett 


AN organisation 
supporting Maesteg 
people on low 
incomes is among a 
dozen groups 
awarded grants to 
continue making 
life better for people 
in Wales’s former 
mining communi¬ 
ties. 

Llynfi Valley Credit 
Union has received 
£5,656from the 
Coalfields Community 
Grants Programme, 


BRIDGEND 
Samaritans are to 
hold a weekly ‘out¬ 
reach’ meeting in 
Maesteg. 

Volunteers will be 
available to meet peo¬ 
ple in Hartshorn House 
every other Wednesday 
from October 24, 
between 10am to 1pm. 

A spokeswoman 


which is distributed by 
The Coalfields 
Regeneration Trust 
(CRT) Wales to support 
voluntary organisations 
having a positive 
impact on the lives of 
local residents. 

“The grants are 
given to groups whose 
actions are making an 
impact at grass roots 
level and helping peo¬ 
ple to connect with 
their community,^^ said 
CRT Wales operations 
manager Sian Sykes. 


said: “You need to 
make an appointment to 
enter Hartshorn House. 

Anyone wishing to 
alk to a Samaritan there 
should first contact the 
Bridgend office on 
01656 662333 (open 
from 11am - 9pm) a 
day or two before the 
outreach meeting. 


Auction raises £4,000 
for Heronsbridge school 


A CHARITY auction at The 
Pelican pub in Ogmore-by-Sea 
was the result of a team-build¬ 
ing exercise by the Sports 
Extremity and Trauma team 
from Biomet. 

Three teams went around the coun¬ 
try obtaining donations to auction in 
aid of Heronsbridge school. 

Lots included hotel and spa breaks, 
golf days, racing track experiences, a 
week at a villa in The Canaries, signed 
sporting memorabilia (Gareth 
Edwards, Lewis Hamilton, Eemando 
Torres, Ospreys, St Helens Rugby 
League and double Olympic gold 
medallist, Geraint Thomas). 

The event was attended by Biomet 


staff, Heronsbridge School staff, 
Wales and Ospreys star Jonathon 
Thomas and the local community and 
nearly £4,000 was raised. 

Heronsbridge is a school for pupils 
with severe, profound and complex 
learning difficulties: 

“We are absolutely delighted to 
accept this generous donation and 
would like to thank Biomet for their 
generosity. 

“The money raised will go a long 
way towards the continual improve¬ 
ment of our facilities here at 
Heronsbridge, therefore ensuring that 
our pupils school experience is the 
very best that we can offer,” said 
Jeremy Evans, deputy headteacher. 
See page 5 for photographs. 


LOCAL FIRMS’ 
HIGH SCORE 
ON HYGIENE 


Samaritans’ 

outreach 


CARDIFF CROWN COURT 
ROUND-UP by AJ SICLUNA 


Burglar held 
after his flip 
flops fell off 


A BURGLAR who raided the 
home of a civil engineer and 
his family in Brackla left 
behind “a trail of devastation” 
Cardiff Crown Court has been 
told. 

Alan Davies (35) of Oaktree Court, 
Brackla, was jailed for a total of 20 
months. He admitted a charge of bur¬ 
glary and was also in breach of a sus¬ 
pended sentence for drugs offences. 

Judge Huw Davies told him: “There 
have been lasting consequences for the 
family. 

“It’s not what burglars take, it’s 
what burglars leave behind. You left a 
trail of devastation.” 

Prosecutor David Thomas said that 
Mr David Kingston and his family had 
lived in the house in Eagle View for 23 
years. 

Earlier this year, he had visited rela¬ 
tions in Sussex and neighbours would 
go to the house to feed the cat. 

On one occasion, noises were heard 
in the house, and it was noticed that a 
conservatory door was smashed. 


Soon after, neighbours spotted 
Davies climbing over a fence at the 
house. 

He was chased but he was wearing 
flip flops, which came off, allowing 
his pursuers to catch him. 

The court heard that Davies had 
ransacked the dwelling and took 11 
items, including jewellery. 

The family now felt angry and anx¬ 
ious at what had occurred. 

When arrested, Davies gave a full 
and frank account to the police and 
said he had got in by smashing the 
window with a large stone. 

His intention, he said, had been to 
sell the property and buy heroin. That 
morning, he added, he had taken over 
100 Valium tablets and had drug debts 
of £3,000. 

His counsel, Nicholas Gareth Jones 
said: “He burgled an unoccupied 
house during the day. It was unsophis¬ 
ticated. 

“He has assisted the police in every 
way possible. He cannot be sure why 
he committed the offence, and he is 
apologetic.” 


Porthcawl man 
jailed for attack 
with a bottle 


A BOTTLE shat¬ 
tered on impact 
when it was thrown 
at a man in 
Porthcawl, Cardiff 
Crown Court has 
heard. 

The victim, Kenny 
Davies, had been scarred 
for life, said Judge 
Daniel Williams. 

Paul Chilcott (22), 
unemployed of Nicholls 
Avenue, Porthcawl, was 
jailed for a year. 

He had been found 
guilty by Vale 
Magistrates of a charge 
of wounding and had 
been committed to the 
Crown Court for sen¬ 
tence. 

Said the judge: “You 
had been drinking 
extremely heavily and 
what you did was outra¬ 
geous.” 

He said he had thrown 
a bottle with full force 
from a distance of 12 
feet. 

Mr Davies had been 
told that he would be 
scarred permanently, and 
he now felt paranoid. 

Prosecutor David 
Thomas said the two 
men were both out in 
John Street, Porthcawl, 
and met by chance. 

Chilcott was carrying 
a bottle and at one stage 
shouted: “Come on, let’s 
have you.” 

Shortly after, Chilcott 
was involved in play¬ 
fighting with another 
man. 

Mr Davies jogged 
towards Chilcott and 
appeared to kick him. At 
that point, Chilcott threw 
the bottle at him. It 


struck him on the fore¬ 
head and smashed on 
impact. 

Chilcott later told the 
police: “I did it. I got 
him back, I sorted him.” 

When arrested, he 
accepted he had the bot¬ 
tle but could remember 
little of the incident. 

He claimed Mr 
Davies kicked him, and 
he reacted in panic and 
temper. 

The wound, the court 
heard, required seven 


stitches. Chilcott’s 
solicitor, Adam Sharpe, 
said: “He accepts there 
were aggressive fea¬ 
tures. 

“He has since 
expressed remorse and 
shame, and was physi¬ 
cally sick when he 
realised what he had 
done. 

“Sadly, he had drunk 
an obscene amount of 
alcohol. He lives with 
his mother and helps to 
care for her.” 


PADDLE FOR T JFE 

IT’S all hands on deck for the staff and 
locals at the Jolly Sailor Inn in Porthcawl 
as they ‘Paddle For Life’in aid of Save the 
Children on Saturday, October 13 on 
Newton beach, at 1pm. 

It promises to be a fun day for all the family, 
with activities including a raft race, surfing, 
kayaking and beach games, while raising money 
and making a difference to children’s lives here in 
Wales and worldwide. 

After the raft race, prizes will be presented on 
Newton village green and from 5pm there will be a 
bouncy castle for the children, a barbecue, and live 
music by artists Mills & Boone will follow through 
the evening at the Jolly Sailor. 

For further information or to register, visit 
www.paddle4life.com or call 01656 783310. 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 
Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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ABOVE: Young readers and their parents give the thumbs-up to the Summer Reading Challenge. 


The Porthcawl Library 
celebrates young readers 



ABOVE: Young readers and special guests after the presentation ofprizes. 

Photos courtesy of: NATASHA HIRST. 


PORTHCAWL Library 
recently recognised their 
young readers with a spe¬ 
cial presentation - to mark 
their successful completion 
of the UK-wide National 
Summer Reading 
Challenge. 

A total of 15 pupils from 
schools in Porthcawl were present¬ 
ed with special prizes donated by 
local businesses. The Mayor of 
Bridgend county borough, Coun 
Marlene Thomas, Porthcawl Town 
Council Mayor, Coun Alana 
Davies and Carwyn Jones AM 
were among the guests at the spe¬ 
cial event. 

Children taking part had to visit 
their library four times over the 
summer and read six or more 
books to complete the challenge. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, cabinet 
member for wellbeing, said; “More 
than 1,500 children from across 
Bridgend county borough’s schools 
aged from four to 11 have been 
receiving medals and certificates 
during special school assemblies 
for completing the challenge. I 
think they all deserve a round of 
applause for their achievement.” 

Carwyn Jones, First Minister of 
Wales, added: “Reading is such an 
enjoyable and important skill and I 
applaud the efforts of children who 
persevere with reading.” 


‘Love your leftovers!’ 

- say Brackla Primary pupils 



ABOVE; Brackla Primary School photos joined Mayor Marlene Thomas - 
to teach Bridgend shoppers how to make the most out of the food they buy. 


SHOPPERS in Bridgend town centre 
got a lesson in leftovers with a little 
help from Brackla Primary School 
pupils and Mayor Marlene Thomas. 

The school’s eco committee joined Mayor 
Thomas for a cook-off in Bridgend town cen¬ 
tre as part of Waste Awareness Wales ’ ‘Love 
Food Hate Waste’ campaign. 

The event, hosted by BCBC, also featured 
demonstrations from professional chefs and 
free samples as a way of showing shoppers 
how the food they throw away can often still 
be used to cook delicious meals and save 
money. 

Brackla pupils helped the Mayor to make 


flatbreads from leftovers. 

Mayor Thomas said: “I think shoppers 
were amazed at the wonderful, nutritious 
meals that can be made with leftovers, includ¬ 
ing the flatbreads the children created, which 
were delicious. 

“We want to help residents across 
Bridgend county borough to learn about the 
many simple things they can do at home to 
make the most of the food they have bought 
in order to save money and waste less.” 

For further advice, visit: www.lovefood- 
hatewaste.com for recipe ideas and top tips in 
Welsh and English. 


REALITY TV STAR TELLS OF 
LIFE IN THE SPOTLIGHT... 


Former Bridgend 
bricklayer looking 
to conquer the 
modelling world 


WHETHER you 
love it or loathe it, 
MTV’s new reality 
TV hit ‘The 
Valleys’ has put 
this part of the 
world at the fore¬ 
front of everyone’s 
minds - and one of 
the show’s main 
stars is Bridgend’s 
own Darren 
Chidgey. 

Moving nine young 
hopefuls from their 
homes in to Cardiff, TV 
cameras follow their 
every move as they 
chase their modelling 
dreams in the day and 
lead a nocturnal exis¬ 
tence many youngsters 
dream of. 

‘Chidgey’ (25), as he 
is known by all, was 
bom in Cefn Glas, 
Bridgend, but later 
moved to Pen-y-Fai, 
attending Bryntirion 
Comprehensive School. 
He played a lot of rugby 
and swam to a high 
standard, training “nine 
or ten times a week”. 

Looking back on 
growing up in the bor¬ 
ough, it is his friends 
and family that stand 
out. 

He told The GEM; “I 
had my friends and fam¬ 
ily around me. My old 
man hasn’t done a bad 
job with me and he is 
somebody I really look 
up to. I still have mates 
with a house in 
Bridgend so I like to 
kick back there.” 

But after working as 
a bricklayer, which “has 
served me well till 
now”, it was a desire for 
more which led him to 
apply for the show. 

He continued; “The 
whole concept of chas¬ 
ing my dream attracted 
me. I’ve always wanted 


Interview by 
Leigh Gruffydd 
Sanders 


to be a model and this 
gave me the confidence 
to go forward. 

“I haven’t always 
been this confident and 
this is opening doors for 
me. I’m in a much bet¬ 
ter position than I was 
12 months ago. 

“I’ve learnt a lot 
about myself. Don’t 
judge a book by its 
cover!” 

Some people would 
be fazed by living 24/7 
in front of the TV cam¬ 
eras, including while 
laying in bed. But 
Chidgey felt that after 
the initial shock you 
“just get on with it”, 
and is hoping TV audi¬ 
ences will prompt 
another series being 
commissioned by the 
TV giants MTV. 

“I really enjoyed the 
modelling, and I made 
some good relation¬ 
ships. I would like to 
see us do more series. 

“Everyone goes in 
with first impressions 
and I was keen to be 
myself all the way 
through. If you’re not, it 
catches up with you.” 

Since the show hit 
our screens, life has 
become hectic for the 
stars. They have just 
spent a week in 
Australia promoting it, 
bumping in to Jamaican 
sprint star Usain Bolt in 
a restaurant and having 
a few photos. 

But it was another 
incident that really 
opened Chidgey’s eyes 
to their instant fame. 

“Last weekend was 
an eye opener. I did my 
first PA event and girls 
were crying in the audi¬ 
ence, or when I posed 



Darren Chidgey 
(above) is making a 
name for himself in 
MTV’s new reality TV 
show The 

Valleys (below). 

for photos. Two girls 
said they had driven for 
hours to be there, I 
couldn’t believe it. 

“When I go out peo¬ 
ple stop and say hello 
and ask for photos. I’m 
really glad people 
across the board are 
enjoying it. 

“All I’ve got to say 
on some of the negative 
comments is that you’re 
not out to please every¬ 
body, if you don’t like it 
you don’t have to watch 
it.” 

So, what next for the 
budding model? 

“I dream of doing a 
Calvin Klein shoot, 
everyone can dream. 
Watch this space for the 
future, there’s a lot in 
the pipeline. 

“I like the Valleys, 
it’s homely, but it’s just 
time for me to move 
on.” 


No surprises as 40th 
season picks up pace 


THE Bridgend and 
District Quiz 
League’s 40th sea¬ 
son began in 
earnest on Monday, 
September 1 and 
there were no sur¬ 
prise results. 

The champions, 
Llangewydd Arms, won 
away to Tyrisha Royals, 
but had to work hard for 
their victory before 
emerging victorious by 
51 points to 46. 

Tyrisha Nomads also 
scored 51 but it was a 
somewhat hollow victo¬ 
ry as their opponents. 
Pheasant Poachers were 
only able to field two 
players, which cost them 
dearly and they did well 
to reach a total of 21. 

Tondu Railway Club 
were one player short 


but pulled out all the 
stops to beat Crown 
Inn’s ‘A’ team by 43 to 
37 and Oldcastle ‘A’ 
came away from the Six 
Bells, Coity winners by 
43 points to 30. 

In Division Two 
Greenmeadow, 
Llangeinor had the 
evening’s top score 
when they won 54-43 
against Laleston Inn ‘B’. 

Three-man Cabo 
Roche were convincing 
winners at Laleston Inn 
‘A by 51 points to 43 
and Crown Inn ‘B’ had a 
very good win, 49-41, 
versus Coychurch 
Wanderers. 

Last season’s bottom 
team Pyle RPC’s acqui¬ 
sition of a former 
Division 1 player seems 
to be bearing fruit as 
they had a praiseworthy 


win at Oldcastle ‘B’ by 
42 to 40. 

Here are your four- 
for-thought: 

1. Which saint trans¬ 
lated the Bible into 
Latin, the Vulgate? 

2. In the Old 
Testament, who was the 
wife of Moses? 

3. Which former 
England soccer interna¬ 
tional was manager of 
Manchester City for just 
23 days in 1996? 

4. The Blackbird is a 
member of which bird 
family? 

A Rudge 
(for Quiz League) 
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PELICAN PUB AUCTION RAISES A TOTAL 
OF £4,000 FOR HERONSBRIDGE SCHOOL 






4 !: 


Rugby ref Nigel 
swaps his whistle 
for a library card 


INTERNATIONAL rugby ref¬ 
eree and television personality 
Nigel Owens joined forces with 
Bridgend County Borough 
Council (BCBC) to encourage 
more people to take a fresh 
look at their local library this 
autumn. 

Yesterday (October 10) Nigel 
marked World Mental Health Day by 
launching the ‘Get Reading, Get 
Better, Get Libraries’ campaign at Pyle 
Life Centre at 2pm. 

Designed to promote the benefits 
that using a library can have on health 
and wellbeing, the campaign will 
encourage people to borrow mood¬ 
boosting books, including large print 
and audio formats, and to take part in 
the various group activities that are 
available at local libraries. 

Nigel said: “Taking time out to 
relax is very important for your health 
and wellbeing. Reading is a great way 
to do this, and joining in with group 
activities at the library can help you 
share experiences and have some fun.” 

Libraries in Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough and across Wales will host events 
in support of the campaign, including 


author visits, baby bounce and rhyme 
sessions, reading groups, yoga ses¬ 
sions, zumba classes and drop-in 
health checks. 

The campaign will also highlight 
the ‘Book Prescription Wales’ 
scheme, which enables GPs and other 
health professionals to prescribe self- 
help books for people with mild to 
moderate mental health issues, and 
help them get information to better 
manage their conditions. 

More than 30 titles have been care¬ 
fully selected and are available to bor¬ 
row free of charge at every local 
library across Wales. 

Conn Lyn Morgan, cabinet member 
for wellbeing, said: “Research has 
shown that the Book Prescription 
Wales scheme has been a great success 
for helping those suffering from mild 
to moderate mental health issues, so it 
is great that libraries throughout 
Bridgend county borough will be 
involved with this campaign.” 

To find out more, call into your 
local library or visit: www.library- 
wales.org. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by RANDELL JOHN 

www.randelljohnphotography. com 

01656 662324 


THESE photographs 
by GEM photogra¬ 
pher Randell John 
show some of the 
highlights of the 
evening. 

Three teams travelled 
the country obtaining 
donations from various 
sources including spa 
days, signed sports 
memorabilia, golf days 
etc. 

These were then auc¬ 
tioned off. 


A CHARITY auction 
at the Pelican Pub in 
Ogmore-by-Sea 
recently raised £4,000 
for Heronsbridge 
School, thanks to the 
hard work of the 
Sports Extremity and 
Trauma team from 
Biomet who travelled 
Wales auctioning off 
prizes. 

Heronsbridge School 


caters for children with 
severe learning dis- 
abilites. 

The money raised 
will now be used to 
improve the school’s 
facilities in order to 
continue catering for 
the pupils’ needs. 

For the full story, see 
article on page 3. More 
information below, 
right. 
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The ‘Feastival’ brings the foodies 
to Bridgend town centre’s streets 


Photographs by 

RANDELL JOHN 

www.randelljohnphotography. com 
01656 662324 


BRIDGEND’S alternative food festival - 
the ^Feastival’ - succeeded in attracting 
visitors to the town centre recently. 

They had the chance to try a wide range of 
food from street traders, some cooking hot food 
in front of salivating customers, and others 
offering quality produce they had made earlier! 






TORY AM’s CATJ, 

‘Don’t 
downgrade 
Princess 
of Wales 
Hospital!’ 


REGIONAL AM 
Suzy Davies is 
backing a petition 
on Facebook, set 
up by a Broadlands 
resident to fight 
proposed cuts in 
services at the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital. 

Ian Spiller was so 
incensed when he read 
about the possible 
downgrading of services 
at the hospital, that he 
decided to take action. 

He said: “I saw that 
one of the changes 
could be the removal of 
an obstetric-led materni¬ 
ty unit, which would be 
replaced with a midwife 
led one. 

“Also, the neo-natal 
unit and the children’s 
ward would close, to be 
replaced by a paediatric 
assessment unit, but any 
children needing admis¬ 
sion would then have to 
be taken elsewhere - 
possibly to Cardiff or 
Swansea. 

“My eldest daughter 
was born with three 
small holes in her heart, 
although it was a com¬ 
pletely normal pregnan¬ 
cy. Thankfully, the hos¬ 
pital had a paediatric 
and neo natal unit on 
site, so we did not have 
to go through the trauma 
and stress of seeing her 
whisked miles away. 

“Transferring sick 
babies between hospitals 
is playing with people’s 
lives. The same is true if 
they downgrade A&E 
into a minor injuries 
unit. Every second 
counts when people are 
seriously ill. 

“This is simply not 
good enough for a 
growing town like 
Bridgend. The popula¬ 
tion is increasing thanks 
to the development of 
places like Brackla, 
Broadlands and now 
Parc Derwen. 

“To cut services here 
is lunacy. We should be 
increasing them to 
match the growing pop¬ 
ulation.” 

Mr Spiller has had 
700 “likes” on his 
Eacebook page in 24 
hours, and he applied to 
have a petition put on 
the Welsh Government 
website. 

“I would urge every¬ 
one who feels strongly 
to sign the petition. 
That’s the only way we 
can put pressure on the 
politicians in Cardiff 
who will be making 
these decisions - espe¬ 
cially Health Minister 
Lesley Griffiths and 
Bridgend AM Carwyn 
Jones. We must show 
them how strongly peo¬ 
ple feel about retaining 
these services.” 


Suzy Davies com¬ 
mented: “Research has 
been done that shows 
for every mile of dis¬ 
tance patients have to 
travel to get treatment, 
their risk of death or 
permanent damage 
increases significantly. 

“Although no deci¬ 
sion has been taken 
about the future of the 
Princess of Wales, 
unless it is designated a 
regional centre it will 
lose its key emergency, 
paediatric and obstetric 
services and there is no 
doubt that lives will be 
put at risk. 

“If Prince Charles 
Hospital in Merthyr 
were to be designated as 
the regional centre 
instead of PoW, and that 
is one of the options 
being considered, would 
patients suffering a heart 
attack be taken there? 

“If so, they could be 
dead in the back of the 
ambulance before they 
even arrived. 

“There have been 
rumours about the 
Princess of Wales hospi¬ 
tal for months and I 
have challenged the 
health board about its 
future, but was told that 
nothing had been decid¬ 
ed. 

“Well, let’s help them 
make up their minds by 
showing them that the 
people of Bridgend are 
not prepared to see their 
main hospital down- 
^jraded^ndmway?^^^ 

IN BRIEF 

Health day 

A HEALTH awareness 
day takes place at The 
Co-operative 
Pharmacy’s mobile pod 
today between 9am- 
6pm at Pyle Industrial 
Estate. 

Bridgend gig 

GLASGOW-based 
alt.blues musician Dave 
Arcari comes ‘home’ to 
play some UK dates 
through October, 
including Hobo’s, 
Bridgend, on Friday, 
October 19. 

“Although I play regu¬ 
larly in south Wales - 
I’ve been at Abertillery 
Blues Festival and 
Borough Blues Club over 
the last year - I’ve never 
played a show in 
Bridgend!” says Arcari. 

“I’m particularly look¬ 
ing forward to the 
Hobo’s gig as my partner 
and tour manager, 
Margaret, was born in 
Bridgend and we usually 
stay in the town with rel¬ 
atives when we visit 
south Wales.” 



















































Thursday, October 11th, 2012 _ www. facebook.com/slaniorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem_news _p_ THE GEM - 7 


Recreation centre jobs fair 
welcomes local job seekers 



ABOVE left to right): Court Phil White, Sian Thomas, Emma Pagan, Rhian Bumford, Alvys Jones, 
Sophie Banter (BCBC HR department) and job seeker Jeff Lloyd from Ogmore Vale. 


Porthcawl theatre 
group’s Frank play! 



ABOVE: Cast members Jackie Vaughan, Chris Richards, 
Adrian Thomas, Chris Johnson, Clare Skalitsky-Newman, 
Sharon James, Allison Gough and Paul Morgan. 


FROM October 11-13 in the Grand Pavilion, Porthcawl, 
Phoenix Theatre.com will perform Frank Vickery’s comedy 
Pulling The Wool. 


SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 


MORE than 1,000 visitors attend¬ 
ed a jobs fair organised by 
Jobcentre Plus and Bridgend 
County Borough Council (BCBC) 
at Bridgend Recreation Centre 
recently. 

Job seekers had the opportunity to dis¬ 
cuss various employment opportunities 
with 37 exhibitors, including large organ¬ 
isations such as the council, Avon, 
Renishaw, Ensinger, HSBC (Swansea), 
SAS International and Abacus (Swansea 
warehouse). 


There was also a host of local compa¬ 
nies in the care, clerical, construction, 
civil engineering, as well as the volun¬ 
tary sectors. 

Ian Hargreaves, of Jobcentre Plus and 
organiser of the event, said: “We all 
know the jobs market is competitive at 
the moment, so it’s important for people 
to remain proactive and do what they can 
to make themselves known to employers. 

“Job fairs like this are a great opportu¬ 
nity for local people to do just that, giv¬ 
ing them the chance to speak to a num¬ 
ber of employers face-to-face under the 


one roof.” 

Officers from the council’s HR depart¬ 
ment were on hand to discuss the differ¬ 
ent jobs on offer and the benefits of 
working for the authority, along with the 
Adult Community Learning department, 
who received a considerable amount of 
interest in the courses they have to offer. 

Exhibitors were also invited to partici¬ 
pate in the 2013 14-19 careers event 
which will take place on March 13-14 
2013 at the Pencoed campus of Bridgend 
College. 


action(loors.com 


GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 




01656 659274 
01446 439214 


Fitted Bedroom 
& Home Office 
Speciaiists 
Super sale!!! 

We design and install 
genuine made 
to measure fitted 
bedrooms and 


Ten Good Reasons to choose 
Town & Country Bedrooms 

1. Over 30 years Experience in Fitted 
Furniture. 

2. 10 Year Guarantee on all fitted units. 

3. Genuine made to measure units. 

4. Over 1000 variations in door style and 
colour. 

5. Expert fitting by professional 
tradesmen. 

6. The latest 3D Computer aided design 
software. 

7. Relaxed no pressure sales approach. 

8. Full carcase construction on 
most units** 

9. FREE home measure and consultation. 

10. View our work online at 
townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 



Sliding Door Wardrobes 


Fully Fitted Made to 
Measure from only 

£999 

fully fitted by our 
craftsmen with a 10 year 
Guarantee 


Freestanding from only 

£399 

Delivered and assembled by our own 
fitters with a 5 year Guarantee. 

Available in 8 lengths, 2 heights, and 
7 colours with numerous options 
of wood and glass 
doors. 



Literally thousands of 
choices in wood, 
glass and plain 
finishes. 

Made specially 
for you... 



Town 8< Country Dedrooms 

DESIGN MANUFACTUKE INSTALL 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 



--- T -^- 

Unit 1 North Point 


• 

Western Avenue 


*4 i 1 

Bridgend Undustrial Estate 



Bridgend CF31 3RX 


✓ 

Tel: 01656 657526 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


Treorchy 
Eisteddfod 
I HAVE the pleas¬ 
urable task of writ¬ 
ing up this recent 
competition for the 
young musicians 
and singers of the 
year at The Parc 
and Dare theatre, 
Treorchy. 

This was the first 
eisteddfod I had ever 
attended. There were a 
number of youngsters 
from Bridgend county 
borough competing and 
entertainment while the 
adjudication took place, 
was provided by three 
choirs - Bridgend male 
Choir under musical 
director Rhiannon 
Williams-Hale and 
accompanist Stephanie 
Bailey, Noteworthy 
mixed choir (musical 
director Ryan Wood and 
accompanist Rhiannon 
Williams-Hale); and 
Cor Ysgol Gyfun 
Cymer (Rhondda). 

The first group on 
stage were confident 
young singers in the 
junior section aged 8- 
12; led by eight-year- 
old Carys Lewis from 
Treherbert, who sang 
‘Tomorrow’ from the 
show Annie: what a per¬ 
former. 

Second up was Katie 
Leigh-Jones (11) from 
Trealaw with the diffi¬ 
cult ‘Christopher Robin 
is saying his prayers’. 
Mia Edwards (10) from 
Ton Pentre sang ‘The 
Rainbow’ from the 
Muppets', Holly Davies 
(12) from Abercynon 
with the beautiful ‘I 


dreamed a dream’ from 
Les Miserables\ and 
Ffion Jones (12) from 
Treorchy sang ‘Good 
morning Baltimore’ 
from the show 
Hairspray. 

Then came the inter¬ 
mediate section ages 
13-17. Caitlin Lavanga 
(15) from Forth sang 
the Gershwin song 
‘Summertime’; Georgia 
Williams (15) from 
Treherbert ‘In his eyes’ 
from Jekyll and Hyde. 
Jodi Bird (14) from 
Penarth sang the hit 
song ‘Don’t cry for me 
Argentina’ from the 
show Evita\ Gabrielle 
Davies (15) from 
Treherbert with ‘Maybe 
I like it this way’; and 
the only boy competitor 
Callum Howells (13) 
from Tonyrefail sang 
‘Get me what I need’ 
from ‘73’ the musical. 

The senior section 
ages 18-23 was led by 
Helen Victoria Davies 
(23) from Porthcawl s 
(Mozart’s ‘Una Donna 
A Quindici Anni’); 

Sarah Gilford (21) from 
Cardiff (Handel’s 
‘Ch’io Mai Vi Possa’) 
and Rachel Stephens 
(19) from Treherbert, 
with a totally different 
style from the show 
Wicked ‘The wizard and 

Then it was the 
duets, with first on 
stage 10-year-old 
Sophie and Cara Everett 
from Penyrenglyn with 
a powerful version of 
Calon Lan; then Eloise 
Macey and Megan 
Tewkesbury members 
of Ysgol Gyfun Y 
C^merschool choi^ 


with ‘Avignon’ and 
Morgan Westcott (14) 
from Treorchy and 
Georgia Williams (15) 
from Treherbert sang an 
interesting version of 
‘The Prayer’. 

Before the interval, 
the youngsters of Cor 
Ysgol Gyfun Y Cymer 
came on stage and sang 
Robat Arwyn’s 
‘Anfonaf Angel’ finish¬ 
ing with Mozart’s from 
Ave Verum ‘Henffych 
Gorff Diymwad.’ 

The musicians started 
the second half. In the 
junior section (ages 8- 
12) Manon Eflur 
William (12) from 
Barry on the violin 
played ‘Musette’ third 
movement. Sonata in G 
Jean Marie Leclair. 
Pianist Aneirin 
Carpenter-Richards (11) 
played Arthur 
Benjamin’s Fantasies 
‘Soldiers in the dis¬ 
tance’, and Carys Lewis 
played (on the tenor 
horn) from Jesus Christ 
Superstar, ‘I don’t know 
how to love him.’ Carys 
had also competed in 
the junior singers sec¬ 
tion. 

Rhianna Harris (10) 
from Aberdare (piano) 
played Caroline 
Crawford’s ‘Arpegio 
Waltz’; from Maesteg, 
Francesca May Rees 
(11, cello) played the 
Hungarian Folksong 
and pianist Manon Fflur 
William returned to 
play Pamela 
Wedgewood’s ‘Say you 
will’. 

In the intermediate 
category ages 13-17, 
Charlotte Lewis (13) 
from Ynyswen played 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 
like to have items included in the community news columns 
of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl @yahoo. co.uk 



(on the cornet) E 
Wilson’s arrangement 
of Dvorak’s ‘Rusalka’s 
song to the moon.’ 

Kate Israel (15) from 
Aberdare (piano) played 
Madeline Dring’s ‘Blue 
Air’ and another young 
lady from Maesteg, 
Anabelle Georgina Rees 
(15) (flute) played 
John Rutter’s Aria. 
Pianist Charlotte White 
(15) from Ferndale, 
Debussy’s ‘Deux 
Arabesque. Harvey 
David Rees (14), 
Maesteg, ‘2nd move¬ 
ment Haydyn’s trumpet 
concerto, and Lewis 
Thomas Rees (16) from 
Treorchy (bass tuba) 
played S Sykes” 
arrangement of R 
Drigo’s ‘Serenade.’ 

Then came the final 
section in the musicians 
category at senior level 
ages 18-23. Stuart 
Street (23) from 
Ferndale (piano) I 
Gironi’s ‘Ludovico’ and 
completing the comple¬ 
tion was Ben Stratford 
(18) from Gloucester 
(Philip Sparke’s 
‘Scaramouche’). 

The adjudicators 
Jeffrey Howard, 

Camilla Roberts, E mi ly 
^unandR^anWoodj 


Mechanic died in ^scene 
of carnage’ on the M4 


A SECTION of the M4 
near Bridgend was a 
“scene of carnage” when 
an articulated milk tanker 
careered along the hard 
shoulder, killing a recovery 
technician from Penarth 
who was helping a motorist 
to change his wheel. 

Cardiff Crown Court heard that 
Mr Richard Cox died instantly 
after being trapped under the 
recovery truck. 

David Morgan, 36, of 
Pembrey, near Llanelli, was jailed 
for three years and disqualified 
from driving for five years, after 
he pleaded guilty to causing the 
death of Mr Cox by dangerous 
driving. 

Said Judge Fieri Rees; “Any 
vehicle driven badly is a lethal 
one, all the more so if it is a large 
articulated tanker,” 

She said he had been on a long 
journey from London, had gone 
to bed late, been drinking, and 
was not at his best. 

Prosecutor Huw Evans said 
that at 6.20pm on April 25 last 
year, David Reed was driving his 
camper van west along the M4 
between junctions 35 and 36 
when a tyre blew. He pulled onto 
the hard shoulder, put his hazard 
lights on, and called for assis¬ 
tance. About 45 minutes later, Mr 


CROWN COURT 
REPORT by 
AJ SICLUNA 

Cox, working for Dragon Rescue, 
had begun to assist Mr Reed. 

He parked his truck behind Mr 
Reed and illuminated his flashing 
lights. Mr Cox went under the 
back of the camper van to retrieve 
the spare tyre. 

Mr Reed’s wife and dog stood 
behind the safety barrier further 
along the motorway. 

Mr Evans said: “Almost as 
soon as Mr Cox began to recover 
the tyre, Mr Reed became aware 
of a large articulated tanker bear¬ 
ing down on them, fully on the 
hard shoulder.” 

It was being driven by Morgan, 
at approximately 55 mph, and 
went straight into the back of the 
recovery truck, pushing it along 
the hard shoulder into the back of 
the camper van. 

Mr Evans said: “The brakes 
were not applied until the tanker 
was 0.15 seconds from the crash.” 

The truck and lorry travelled in 
an arc across three lanes of the 
M4 into the central barrier. 

Mr Cox was trapped under the 
recovery truck and died instantly 
of multiple injuries. 

Mr Reed shouted to Mr Cox to 
“run” and he fell down an 


embankment. When he crawled 
back up, he was confronted by a 
“scene of carnage”, said Mr 
Evans. 

Mr Reed’s wife was screaming. 

Morgan later told the police he 
could not remember what hap¬ 
pened after passing junction 35. 

He said he had driven from 
Carmarthen to Acton and then 
made the return journey. He said 
there were no defects on his vehi¬ 
cle, and road conditions had been 
good. 

Mobile phones were examined 
and it was revealed that Morgan 
had used his to send and receive 
about 140 messages. 

Mr Evans said there had obvi¬ 
ously been a lack of concentra¬ 
tion, and Morgan must have been 
distracted and/or tired. 

Mr Cox’s family, added Mr 
Evans, had been “devastated”. 

Tom Crowther, Morgan’s 
counsel, said his client could not 
say what happened, though he 
must have been aware of the risks 
of fatigue. 

The tachograph showed he had 
not been driving for too long. 

“He cannot forgive himself and 
he does not stop thinking about it. 
He was injured but recovered. 

“He has lost his career and is 
uninsurable for ever.” 

Morgan was ordered to take the 
extended driving test. 


chose Rhianna Harris in 
the junior song and 
musician section; Kate 
Israel in the intermedi¬ 
ate section and Ben 
Stratford in the senior 
section; Eloise Macey 
and Megan Tewkesbury 
in the duet category. 
Rachel Stephens nomi¬ 
nated for the Richard 
Williams trophy. 

The compere Selwyn 
Jones is to be congratu¬ 
lated for the way he 
ensured everything pro¬ 
ceeded smoothly on the 
stage and full credit to 
the organiser Rhiannon 
Williams-Hale. 

She also joined 
Bridgend male choir as 
their conductor for four 
songs. 

90th birthday 

MANY congratula¬ 
tions to Laura Lodge, 
who should be having 
three days of extend¬ 
ed 90th birthday cel¬ 
ebrations on Sunday, 
October 14. Happy 
Birthday, Laura and 
I hope you have 
many more happy 
and healthy years. 
Church 
benefits 
TO help raise parish 
funds, there will be a 
concert at St David’s 
Church,Wyndham 
tonight, Thursday, 
October 11, at 7pm. 
The entertainment 
for the evening will 
be provided by the 
Ogmore Valley male 
voice choir. 

St Mary’s Church, 
Garth, was recently 
been burgled and a 
number of valuable 
items were stolen. 


To help raise funds to 
try and replace these 
items, the Maesteg 
Gleemen male voice 
choir conducted by its 
musical director Alun 
Hodges and accompa¬ 
nist Suzanne Hodges 
organised a concert. 

There was a capacity 
audience and the choir 
were pleased that the 
two Bridgend young 
singer of the year final¬ 
ists, Sebastian Waters 
and Lauren Coates 
agreed to sing solo parts 
to assist the choir. 

The choir sang a 
selection of songs from 
their vast repertoire. 
Sebastian, who is also a 
member of ‘Only Boys 
Aloud’ along with being 
a member of the 
Gleemen, sang a num¬ 
ber of his favourite 
songs, among which 
was ‘Cartref’ and 
‘Anthem’ from Chess, 
with Lauren choosing a 
number of melodies 
from her favourite show 
'Les Miserables’. 

The choir each year 
holds a collection out¬ 
side Tesco’s, the pro¬ 
ceeds from which it 
donates to a charity and 
Mr John Wines, the sec¬ 
retary, presented a 
cheque for £300 to the 
church vicar. 

Colin, landlord of the 
Garth Inn, presented 
another cheque to the 
vicar for £50. 

Anthony Bwye, com¬ 
pere for the evening and 
deputy musical director 
to the choir, told the 
audience that if anyone 
knew of a worthwhile 
cause that required 
funding, the choir 
would always be willing 


Spate of car 
thefts prompts 
police warning 


POLICE are 

reminding local 
motorists to ensure 
their vehicles are 
securely locked and 
all valuables 

removed when left 
unattended. 

The warning follows a 
number of thefts from 
parked cars across the 
borough in recent weeks. 

Sunglasses, cash, 
clothing and CDs are 
just some of the items 
that have been stolen 
from a number of vehi¬ 
cles, some of which had 
been left insecure, said 
Bridgend Local Policing 
Inspector Paul Tinkler. 


“All too often 
motorists have left per¬ 
sonal belongings visible 
in their cars when they 
have left them parked 
and unattended. 

“You should always 
take any valuables with 
you and make sure all 
doors and windows are 
made secure before leav¬ 
ing your vehicle. 

“If you see anyone 
behaving in a manner 
that strikes you at all 
unusual please do not 
hesitate to report it to the 
police immediately. It is 
by working together that 
we can continue to keep 
Bridgend safe.” 


to assist. 

Poppy 

appeal 

ON Saturday, 
October 27, at 
7.30pm in the Garw 
Leisure Centre the 
RAF StAthan 
Voluntary Band will 
be providing music 
for a number of guest 
choirs, and also 
entertaining the audi¬ 
ence. 

Tickets can be 
obtained at Pontycymer 
Post Office or by tele¬ 
phoning 01656 870304; 
adults £5, children 
£2.50, all proceeds go 
to the Royal British 
Legion. 

Indoor 

Bowling 

FOR youngsters who 
would like to try their 
hand at this sport, 
there are coaching ses¬ 
sions for both seniors 
and juniors available 
on Saturday mornings 
in Bridgend 


Recreation Centre at a 
cost of £3 for non¬ 
members and £2 for 
members. 

Eor more informa¬ 
tion, ask in the centre or 
telephone 0300 012 
1223. 

Carers’ 

centre 

THE centre is located 
in 87 Park Street, 
Bridgend, CF31 4AZ, 
(telephone 01656 
658479). 

To assist carers jug¬ 
gling work and caring 
responsibilities, the cen¬ 
tre will be opening on 
Saturday, October 13, 
between 10.30am and 
12.30pm. 

On October 18, the 
outreach group, along 
with a representative of 
the Citizens Advice 
Bureau, will be at 
Maesteg council offices 
between 10am and 1pm. 

Between 1pm and 
2pm, there will be a 
‘Body Blitz’ session 
with Darija. 


Porthcawl Poppy 
Appeal concert 

THIS YEAR’S PORTHCAWL Royal 
British Legion Poppy Appeal Concert is 
on Saturday, October 13, at All Saints 
Church, Porthcawl, at Tpm. 

The Kenfig Hill and District Male Voice Choir 
will be performing, supported by vocal ensemble 
Sounds Familiar. 

Tickets are obtainable on the door or from 
Raymond Street (01656 771214) or John Berry 
(01656 772002). 


COMMUNITY NEWS 
ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


FOLLOWING the 
monthly Mothers’ 
Union corporate com¬ 
munion in All Saints 
Church, 

Southerndown, on 
September 28 a coffee 
morning in aid of 
Macmillan was held 
in St Brides Major 
C/W Primary School 
and was well attend¬ 
ed. 

THE Friends of St 
Brides C/W School will 
host a charity auction 
at the school on 
Friday, October 12 at 
7.30pm (doors open 
7pm). 

Many fantastic lots 
are on offer - nights out, 
food, beauty, entertain¬ 
ment, holiday accom¬ 
modation, sport, gifts 
and many more with 
many local business 


lending their support. 

There are also various 
lots that money cannot 
normally buy. Tickets 
cost £5 (to include nib¬ 
bles and a reception 
drink) can be obtained 
from the school and 
Ewenny Pottery. 

Proceeds will go 
towards redevelopment 
of the school hall, which 
is proving to be too 
small now that the 
school is so popular. 

It is hoped that an 
enlarged school will 
benefit the whole com¬ 
munity and become a 
useful venue for the vil¬ 
lage. 

So please come along 
and enjoy a fun evening 
while supporting the 
school! All are wel¬ 
come to what promises 
to be a wonderful 
evening. 


WHATS’ ON - in brief 

MAESTEG FIREWORK 
DISPLAY 

THE Rotary Club of Maesteg will again 
organise a firework display at Maesteg 
Rugby Club on November 5. 

All proceeds to charities. Entrance fee same as 
last year, £6 per person, or a family ticket of two 
adults and two children, £15. Display to commence 
at 7.30pm. 

CHARITY COFFEE 

A SAVE the Children coffee morning will 
take place on Friday, November 9, at 
10.30am in Trinity Church, Porthcawl. 
Craft, cakes, Christmas cards, gifts. 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE LOCAL NEWS 


Hallowe’en 
theme walk 
THE charity 
Touched By Cancer 
has organised a 
Hallowe’en themed 
sponsored walk 
over the Kenfig 
Dunes on Saturday, 
October 27, at the 
Kenfig Nature 
Reserve visitor cen¬ 
tre, starting at 4pm. 

The walk will be fol¬ 
lowed by a hog roast and 
entertainment provided 
by their own DJ (Sting) 
and a drum group from 
the TAs at the reserve. 

The drum group will 
light up the dark using 
their luminous light 
sticks. The hallowe’en 
theme has proved very 
popular over the last two 
years, attracting many 
adults, children and even 
dogs, many dressing up 
and all having lots of fun. 

Touched by Cancer 
has been going for two 
years, raising more than 
£15,000 in that time for 
local cancer charities 
LATCH, Velindre and the 
Sandville Self Help cen¬ 
tre. 

Why not go along, 
have an enjoyable time, 
and support a group of 
people who do so much 
to help these worthwhile 
causes at the same time? 
Registration is from 2pm. 

For more information 
regarding the above, and 
to find out about future 
events planned by this 
group contact, Megan 
Butcher on 01656 


©©IffifflOMW 
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KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 

'Rlephone: 01656 746840 
Mobik: 07802 439679 
E-Mail' richardsims@talktalk.net 



740451 or Lopper on 
01656 744928. 

Wellbeing 

Centre 

ACTIVITIES at 
Mental Health 

Matters, Wales, at the 
Talbot Community 
Centre, Prince Road, 
Kenfig Hill on October 
17 include a money 
advice workshop with 
the Citizens Advice 
Bureau from 1.30pm 
to 3pm and the music 
group from 2.30pm to 
3.30pm. 

There will also be a 
social afternoon. 

Pupils’ awards 

MANY congratulations 
to the following pupils 
at Mynydd Cynffig 
Junior School who were 
nominated for impress¬ 
ing the staff at the 
school last week: 

Caleb Matthews - class 
1, Joseph Jones - class 2, 
Ben Dale - class 3, Hadi 
Akpinar - class 4, Elois 
Abraham-Jones - class 
5, Musawwir Afzal - 
class 6 and Oliver 
Roberts - class 7. The 
headteachers award went 


to Callum Young - class 

2. 

Special Lunch: 

Congratulations also go 
to the following pupils 
who joined Mr Davies 
for lunch last Friday, as 
a reward for their high 
standards of behaviour, 
including politeness to 
both staff and fellow 
pupils during lunchtimes 
last week: Sofia Evans, 
Brooke Rees Simcock, 
Lewis Macleod, Patricia 
Davies, Hannah Lewis, 
Finley Hampton, 

Matthew Briggs, Jack 
Davies, Emmi Joy and 
Ryan Evans. 

Inter-school matches: 
The school played their 
first rugby and netball 
matches of the season 
away to West Park 
Primary School, 

Porthcawl, last Friday. 

Unfortunately, despite 
a try by Liam Evans, con¬ 
verted by Ben Evans, the 
A’team slipped to a nar¬ 
row defeat by 14 points 
to seven. However, a try 
by Callum Hill enabled 
the ‘B’ team to win by 
five points to nil. 

Netball: Although 

Eryn-Mae Franklyn was 



LINDA KNIGHT 
Newsletter editor of 
the Kenfig Society. 


in great form, the ‘A’ 
team lost by 12 goals to 
1. In the ‘B’ team match 
an outstanding perform¬ 
ance by Olivia Davies 
helped them win by five 
goals to nil. 

Assembly'. Tomorrow, 
(October 12), class 6 will 
be performing their 
assembly in the school 
hall starting at 10.15 am. 
Parents and grandparents 
of pupils taking part are 
welcome to attend this 
assembly and stay for 
refreshments after the 
performance. 

The school book fair is 
also being held in the 
afternoon from 3.30pm to 
4pm. 

SHOUT 

THE Kenfig Hill 
Branch of SHOUT will 
be holding its next 
meeting in the 
Barnyard, Pyle Cross, 
Pyle, on Tuesday, 
October 30, between 
2pm and 4pm. 

The speaker on this 
occasion will be from the 
Trading Standards of 
BCBC. If you would like 
to help improve local 
services for older people 


in the community you 
will be very welcome at 
this meeting. 

For further informa¬ 
tion on this and future 
events to be held by 
SHOUT, contact Stan 
Rumble on 01656 
741203. 

Kenfig Society 

Following her retire¬ 
ment from social work, 
Linda Knight is now 
the newsletter editor 
with the Kenfig Society. 

Linda hails from a 
well known local family 
and has entertained a lot 
of people over the years 
with her wit and tremen¬ 
dous singing. She is a 
singer of note and has 
appeared with a number 
of different groups. 

Linda also became a 
skilled puppeteer, who 
not only made her pup¬ 
pets but also wrote and 
produced her own shows. 

She currently writes 
and produces the annual 
Christmas Pantomime in 
Ye Old Wine House (The 
Tap) in Pyle Over the 
years Linda has been 
involved in fundraising 
for several charities. 

The Kenfig Society is 
pleased to have recruited 
such a dedicated person. 

On October 16, Conall 
Boyle will be giving a 
talk featuring the archi¬ 
tectural history of the 
Round Chapel at Groes 
at 7pm in the Pyle Life 
Centre, Pyle. 

For more information 
on the Kenfig Society, 
and details about future 
talks, telephone Linda 
Knight on 01656 742623. 


Hard life of the 
slate quarrymen 


PRESIDENT 
Margaret Batten 
opened the 
September meeting 
and welcomed 
members back after 
the summer. 

She listed forthcom¬ 
ing activities in 
November - the half 
yearly council meeting 
in Porthcawl, the visit 
to Seasons Restaurant 
and the bridge after¬ 
noon at Ystradowen. 

The speaker for the 
evening was Phillip 
Davies, whose topic 
was ‘On the way to the 
Theatre’, an amusing 
talk about his time 
spent in amateur dra¬ 
matics and about vari¬ 
ous theatrical perform¬ 
ances. 

He had many stories 
about what could go 
wrong during perform¬ 
ances, when props 
failed and how actors 
coped with the situa¬ 
tions. 

The October meeting 
welcomed one of the 
members as the speak¬ 
er: Gwerfil Gardiner 
spoke about the slate 
quarries and slate 
barons of north Wales. 

She pointed out 
many similarities 
between the lives of 
slate quarrymen in 
north Wales and the 
coalminers in south 
Wales. 


MERTHYR 
MAWR 
WI NEWS 


Slate quarrying used 
to take place in the 
north west area of 
north Wales around 
Llanberis and Blaenau 
Ffestiniog. 

The quarrymen had 
a hard life and poor 
living conditions, but 
their spare time was 
taken up with many 
cultured activities 
around the chapels, in 
male voice choirs and 
brass bands. 


Gwerfil also spoke 
about the families who 
were involved in the 
slate industry and 
talked about the wealth 
they amassed from 
slate quarrying and 
described some of the 
large properties they 
lived in. 

The next meeting 
will be on Wednesday, 
November 7, at 
Ewenny Community 
Hall, when the speaker 
will be Brian Davies, 
his topic being ‘The 
Story of the Bridge’. 

FC 


Children learn 
veggie facts... 


BRIDGEND pri¬ 
mary school pupils 
are learning more 
about how vegeta¬ 
bles grow - thanks 
to special outdoor 
equipment supplied 
by the town council. 

Penybont Primary, 
Oldcastle Primary, St 
Mary’s RC Primary and 
Heronsbridge School 
outdoor eco projects 
give children ‘hands on’ 
experience in the gar¬ 
den. 

Commenting on this 
unique initiative. Conn 
David Unwin said it was 
“a golden opportunity 


for primary school 
pupils to understand 
what it takes to get veg¬ 
etables to grow, and to 
have the joy of harvest¬ 
ing the ‘fruits of their 
labour’ in due course. 

“Bridgend Town is 
the leading supplier of 
allotments in the area, 
with more than 126 ten¬ 
ants currently making 
use of the facilities pro¬ 
vided. 

“What better way of 
training the allot- 
menteers of the future 
than for the basic 
groundwork to be taught 
in our schools?” 
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Now at.. Unit 1 
Gripoly Mill, Sloper Road 
Cardiff CF11 8AA 
Tel: 02920 227289 


Bndgend Town Centre 
opposite Wilkinsons (easy parking) 
Sat nav US-CF31 1BZ 
Tel: 01656 653147 


NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 10.00am - 3.30pm 
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‘20’s PL.KNTT 
FOR BETWS!’ 

- say speed limit campaigners 


BETWS residents 
worried about the 
speed of cars travel¬ 
ling through their 
area, have joined a 
national campaign to 
have speed limits 
reduced to 20mph in 
certain residential 
areas. 

Local campaigners 
claim that slower speeds 
bring 22 per cent fewer 
casualties and a safer 
quality of life. 

They are asking for 
the speed limits in all 
residential streets to be 
altered, rather than hav¬ 
ing speed bumps or 
other “expensive” traffic 
calming measures 
installed. 

Gareth Harris, a 
Bettws resident, contact¬ 


ed 20’s Plenty for Us in 
August with concerns 
about inappropriately 
high speeds. 

A family friend’s 11- 
year-old daughter had 
been knocked down and 
seriously injured. 

He became aware of 
the strength of feeling 
about the issue when 
campaigning around 
Bettws as a Green Party 
candidate in the May 
and August elections. 

The national 20’s 
Plenty for Us campaign 
claims that 20mph is 
seven times safer than 
30mph as thinking times 
inerease and stopping 
distances reduce. It is 
also good for the envi¬ 
ronment. 

Some car trips can be 
transferred to walking. 


eyeling or public trans¬ 
port; lurther cutting con¬ 
gestion, and creating 
massive savings to soci¬ 
ety from more aetive 
lifestyles. 

Pilot schemes in 
Warrington were esti- 


20mph speed limits at 
this time.” 

To get involved in the 
campaign, contact 20’s 
Plenty for Bettws via: 
bettws @20splentyforus.o 
rg. uk, or speak to the 
Bettws campaign man- 


mated to give an 800 per ager, Andy Chyba, on 


Nail its... 

OCTOBER OFFER 
Gel System for longer 
lasting colour and shine for 
up to 3 weeks - £18.00 

Mobile Nail Technician 
Manicures/Pedicures/Nail Wraps 

Home visits to suit you 

Please contact Sally Ann on: 

0757 2811128 


cent rate of return in 
casualties avoided. 

A petition in the 
Bettws area collected 
120 signatures in the 
first few days. 

Anna Semiyen, 
national campaign man¬ 
ager for 20’s Plenty for 
Us, said: “I am delighted 
to help 20’s Plenty for 
Bettws’ launch. 

“They join over 160 
grass roots campaigns 
around the country all 
saying 20’s Plenty where 
people live.” 

A spokesperson for 
BCBC said it did not 
have plans to alter the 
speed limit at the 
moment. “We would 
always urge drivers to 
take great care when 
travelling in residential 
areas and drive at a 
speed that is appropriate 
to the conditions. 

“We haven’t reeeived 
any information on this 
campaign, but we are 
always happy to discuss 
any concerns brought to 
our attention. There are 
no plans to introduce 


07810 663241. Also, see 
the campaign website: 
WWW. bettws. 20splenty- 
forus.org.uk. 

Leigh Gruffydd 
Sanders 


Bank cards are 
taken from car 


POLICE are asking 
for the public’s help 
to identify a man in 
connection with the 
theft of bank cards 
from Esporta (now 
Virgin Active), 
Bridgend. 

The incident occurred 
on Wednesday, July 11, 
when the cards were 
stolen from a wallet in 


Nationwide at 12.45pm 
and a further £1,000 
from the town’s 
Santander branches. 

The suspect is 
described as a white 
male of large build with 
a goatee beard. He was 
wearing an Adidas-style 
blue t-shirt with three 
white stripes to each 
arm, grey jogging bot- 


the male changing rooms 
of the gym at around 12 
noon. 

The suspect then 
made his way into 
Bridgend town and with¬ 
drew £800, using the 
stolen cards from 
Halifax at 12.32pm. He 
also withdrew £500 from 


a black cap. 

Anyone who may 
have information, can 
contact Bridgend Police 
on 101, or 

Crimestoppers, anony¬ 
mously, on 0800 555 
111 . 


LOCAL MAN ESCAPES 
A JAIL SENTENCE 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

He added: “For obvious reasons, 
he has been in a bit of a state. 
Everybody regards his behaviour as 
out of character.” 

Lloyd, he added, accepted that he 
was an alcoholic and was also bat¬ 
tling a cocaine habit. 

“He now wishes to have a law- 
abiding life. The incident was short 
lived, and he has not offended since, 
and he accepts he is stuck with the 
verdict of the jury.” 

The Recorder said he had been 
correctly convicted on the evidence. 

He said that Lloyd had called his 
former friend “slag, slut and a dirty 
little ***” on text messages. 

He said he had gone to her home to 
interrogate her about her movements. 


“But true to character, he became 
angry and headbutted her for no good 
reason.” 

Recorder Jenkins described Lloyd 
as a coward, who fled from her home 
when she said she was going to tell 
her brother what had happened. 

“I find you to be a coward and a 
bully. You should be absolutely 
ashamed of what you did. In evi¬ 
dence, you tried to slur her character. 
The jury rejected that, as do I.” 

He said that Lloyd had been 
involved in two previous incidents 
with her, one in a restaurant. 

He added: “You have escaped cus¬ 
tody by the skin of your teeth. If you 
breach this sentence, you’ll go to 
prison. It’s your first and last 
chance.” 


Local girl weds 
in Gibraltar 



land Spain on 
September 28 ended the 
couple’s dreams of a 
sunshine wedding, but 
the lack of tourists out 
in the rain on the Rock 
of Gibraltar meant the 
local apes boosted the 
wedding guest’s num¬ 
bers!. 


...LOCAL APES WERE 
AMONG THE GUESTS! 

JOHN AND 
KAREN 

McDonald, previ¬ 
ously of Quarry 
House, Llanmaes, 
are delighted to 
announce the mar¬ 
riage of their 
daughter, Gemma, 
to Edward 
Brereton of 
Watford on 
September 27. 

The wedding was 
held in The Botanical 
Gardens, Gibraltar with 
the reception following 
at Mons Calpe. 

The former Bridgend 
College student met 
Edward at university in 
Brighton and the couple 
now live in Gibraltar. 

Unfortunately, the 
storm which caused 
flash flooding in main- 
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BEDROOM A ACCESSORIES 


DESIGNER furniture OUTLET STORES - NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 
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Out and About with The Gl 



GEM WINNER’S THANK YOU 

1 WISH to thank you for my L’Oreal gift which I recently 
won in your GEM competition, courtesy of Co-operative 
Pharmacy, Llantwit Major. 

I hope it does wonders for my wrinkles! My son is pleased with the male 
products. 

I look forward to your future competitions. 

Mrs Cynthia Davies, 

St Athan. 



Come and join 
us this October 
and let us show 
how much your 
continued custom 
means to us! 

Throughout 
October, use 
the vouchers 
below when 
purchasing two 
or more main 
meals 


Just bring in your voucher, hand it to your server when presented 
with the bill and let us do the rest! 

Enjoy your visit from all the team at The Watermill. 


r'THEWATERMiL^^^ 


THE WATERMILL 


OGMORE BY SEA 


OGMORE BY SEA 


_L^ ^ ^-pp When you spend 
Uii £20 or more! 


_P \ II ^pp When you spend 
dU i W Uii £30 or more! 


Terms & Conditions: Valid only at the Watermill, Ogmore. 
Valid all day Monday - Saturday. 2 main meals must be pur¬ 
chased and the total bill must exceed £20. Cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other offer. The management reserve 
the right o withdraw or amend this offer without prior notice. 
Only one voucher per transaction. This voucher has no mon¬ 
etary value. Damaged or photocopied vouchrs will not be 
accepted. Promoter: SA Brain & Co Ltd, Cardiff, CFIO ISP 


Terms & Conditions: Valid only at the Watermill, Ogmore. 
Vahd all day Monday - Saturday. 2 main meals must be pur¬ 
chased and the total bill must exceed £30. Cannot he used in 
conjunction with any other offer. The management reserve 
the right o withdraw or amend this offer without prior notice. 
Only one voucher per transaction. This voucher has no mon¬ 
etary value. Damaged or photocopied vouchrs will not be 
accepted. Promoter: SA Brain & Co Ltd, Cardiff, CFIO ISP 


For more great offers, sign up to our datebase at 
www.watermillogmore.com or visit www.brainsoffers.com 


Toys 

and trains 

A TOY and train sale 
takes place on 
Saturday, October 13, 
at 10.30am-3pni in 
Penarth Leisure 
Centre, Andrew Road, 
Cogan, CF64 2NS. 

Traders from all over 
Wales, and England, will 
offer thousands of items, 
with prices ranging from 
from a few pounds 
upwards. 

Contact 01643 
702757 and 07966 
694579, or check the 
website at www.chris- 
dyerfairs.co.uk. 


Collectors’ 

fair 

THERE will be an 
antique and collec¬ 
tors’ fair on 
October 13-14 in 
the new luxury 
marquee at Cottrell 
Park Golf Resort, 
St Nicholas. 

There will be pottery, 
porcelain, silver, clocks, 
paintings and jewellery 
(including a rare silver 
Chester hallmarked 
1906 Tona’ Celtic 
design brooch. 

Entrance £1.50; 
open 10am-4pm; free 
car parking. 



Diabetes talk 

DIABETES UK’s vol¬ 
untary group will meet 
on Tuesday, October 
16, in the Board Room, 
Llandough Hospital, 
Penarth at 7.30pm. 

The speaker is a Vale 
pharmacist and new 
members or friends will 
be welcome. 

For details, telephone 
01446 746639. 
Singer song¬ 
writer contest 
YOUNG people in the 
Vale are being invited 
to take part in the 
original singer song¬ 
writer competition - an 
Arts Connect collabo¬ 
rative competition for 
young people aged 
between 14 years and 
25 years. 

Entrants will have the 
chance to win a record¬ 
ing session at Machine 
Rooms, Culverhouse 
Cross, launch their EP at 
a regional venue, feature 
in Plugged music maga¬ 
zine, and perform at 
high profile events. 

Entry forms need to 
be returned by 5pm on 

Coffee 

host! 

A charity coffee 
morning held at the 
Civic Offices, Holton 
Road, Barry on 
Tuesday, October 9, 
was hosted by the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Mayor, Coun Eric 
Hacker, and not the 
Mayor of Barry, as 
previously stated. 


October 18. 

Arts Connect is a col¬ 
laboration between the 
Vale, Rhondda Cynon 
Taff, Bridgend and 
Merthyr councils. 

For more information 
or an application form, 
visit www.valeofglamor- 
gan.gov.uk or telephone 
01446 709805. 
Organ appeal 
FOLLOWING last 
year’s successful Music 
& Monologues evening 
in aid of All Saints’ 
Organ Appeal, the Gill 
Davies Players are 
returning to the Barry 
church on October 18 
with Music & 
Monologues 2. 

Tickets are available 
from Gill Davies on 
01446 409227, or Ann 
Elliott on 01446 745997 
priced at £8 each. 

The performance 
commences at 7.30 pm. 

Mini 

fabric sale 
COWBRIDGE Red 
Cross Group will hold 
a mini fabric sale on 
October 18 (at 
10.30pm-12.30pm) in 
its centre at The Broad 
Shoard. 

Also open the day 
before (same time) for 
donations to the sale; 
contact 01446 
773987/772131. Free 
admission. 

Breakfast 
bites 
COWBRIDGE 
Lifeboat branch is 
offering breakfast bites 
at the Lesser Hall, 
Town Hall, Cowbridge, 
on Saturday, October 
20, between 9.30am 
and 12.30pm. 


AMBER FAIRS 

ANTIQUE & COLLECTORS FAIR 

at the Cottrell Park Golf Resort, 

St Nicholas CF5 6SJ 
on Saturday 13th & Sunday 14th October 
I 10.00am - 4.00pm - Entry £1.50 



WWW 0urirtiPklgftrcC4lA[>dllli^ 

Waitrosi: 


Barry at War 
expands to 
Heritage Centre 


THE ‘Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage 
Centre’ has been cho¬ 
sen as the name for 
the Barry at War- 
operated facility at 
the Barry Tourist 
Railway Station, 

Barry Island. 

Group chairman, Ade 
Pitman, explained: 
“Although our group 
name suggests that we 
are only interested in the 
history of Barry town, 
our research actually 
spans the entire length of 
south Wales. 

“Popular with people 
on our Eacebook page, 
the name ‘Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage 
Centre’ helps to portray 
the inclusive nature of 
the facility. 

“Not only will it be 
used to gather and share 


the wartime memories of 
local people, but it will 
also signpost heritage 
tourists and interested 
people, to the region’s 
other military history 
locations, such as the 
many rare Second World 
War bunkers dotted 
along the Glamorgan 
coastline, the Island 
Earm prisoner-of-war 
camp near Bridgend, 
Llandow Airfield, and 
other museums. 

The Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage Centre 
will be holding an open 
day on Sunday, 
November 4, at the 
Barry Tourist Railway 
Station, Barry Island. 

Call Ade Pitman on 
07930 874161 or see the 
Barry at War website at 
WWW. barryatwar. info for 
more information. 


NEXT GREAT SHOW... 

CARDIFF TOY & TRAIN SALE 

SATURDAY, 13th OCTOBER, 2012 
10.30am - 3.00pm 

Penarth Leisure Centre, Andrew Road, 
Cogan, Penarth, Cardiff CF64 2NS 
Travel by Train - Cogan Station next to Venue! 
BUY ★ ★ SELL ★ ★ EXCHANGE 

Many top dealers in Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, EFE, 
Lledo, Britains, Hornby Trains, Bachmann, Lima, etc 
and much, much more - 80 plus Tables 

Admission £1.65 - Chiid/OAP £1.25 
Enquiries: 01643 702757 or 07966 694579 
Website: chrisdyerfairs.co.uk 


OCEAN LOUNGE 

•{X PORTHKERRT Xj- 

WE ARE NOW OPEN: 

THURSDAY, FRiDAY & SATURDAY NiGHTS & 
ALL DAY & NiGHT ON SUNDAY TiLL 10.30PM 


Every Friday & Saturday Night 
- pius Bingo 


Friday 12th October 

Karaoke 

Saturday 13th 
October 

Mark Ritchie 

Friday 19th October 

Dean Scott 

Saturday 20th 
October 

Jack 

Thirweii 


Friday 26th 
October 

Karaoke 

Saturday 
27th October 

Halloween 
Fancy Dress 
Party with % 
‘The 

Unknowns’ 


} 

. 

i CHRISTMAS PARTY BOOKINGS 
t NOW BEING TAKEN $ 

-k Food served Thursday & Friday 7-9pm ^ 


Saturday 12-3pm & 7pm-9pm 
Traditional Sunday Lunch 
Served l2-3pm £ 6.95 

CAR BOOT SALE 

EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm 

To find us - click directions@ 

vwvw.firejoust.com 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 
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Sue and Leo are 
a perfect match! 


WHEN Sue Taylor 
tells people her 
“perfect match” is 
a Leo, she isn’t 
talking about horo¬ 
scopes or star 
signs. 

Mrs Taylor, of 
Broadlands, became 
one of Wales’ newest 
guide dog owners when 
she was paired with Leo 
the golden Labrador. 

She said the partner¬ 
ship has restored her 
confidence to get out 
and about independent¬ 
ly after her sight began 
to deteriorate 20 years 
ago, when her daughter 
was four. 

A series of operations 
followed, and she even¬ 
tually decided to apply 
for a guide dog. 

“I had always loved 
dogs anyway. We 
already had a pet gold¬ 
en retriever. Misty, but 
from the moment Leo 
walked into the room, 
my life changed. He 
was going to allow me 
to be independent.” 

Intensive training 
sessions followed, with 
Mrs Taylor learning 
how to navigate a route 
and give Leo the appro¬ 
priate commands. 

The pair qualified as 
a guide dog partnership 
in July this year. 

“The first time I put 



PICTURED: 
Sue Taylor with 
guide dog Leo. 


Leo’s harness on, I got 
a buzz,” said Mrs 
Taylor. “They say your 
posture changes when 
you get a dog and it’s 
true. When you use a 
long cane, you walk 
with your head down 
and at times you are 
invisible. It can catch in 
uneven paving and jar 
your elbow. 

“Now I have Leo, I 
am getting more confi¬ 
dent and if I do become 
anxious, I have a friend 
I can talk to or cwtch. 

“My husband Don, 
who has been brilliant 
over the years, can now 
be my husband and not 
my carer.“ 

Leo proved a star 
attraction when he visit¬ 


ed the Bridgend 
Feastival last month: 
“Everyone wanted to 
make a fuss of him,” 
said Mrs Taylor. 

“When he is running 
free or playing with 
Misty, he is a two-year- 
old puppy, but when he 
is in harness, he is in 
work mode and his pos¬ 
ture actually changes. I 
say he has his Sat Nav 
on! 

“You don’t want to 
offend people, but when 
a guide dog is working 
it should not be dis¬ 
tracted. It can be dan¬ 
gerous, especially if you 
are crossing the road. ” 

Mrs Taylor and Leo 
will be joining other 
volunteers at a collec¬ 
tion day to mark Guide 
Dogs Week in Bridgend 
town centre on 
Saturday, October 13. 

Meanwhile, the 
grandmother-of-two is 
planning to spread the 
word by giving talks to 
school groups and other 
organisations. 

“A guide dog costs 
£50,000 from birth to 
retirement and the serv¬ 
ice receives no govern¬ 
ment funding. We rely 
on donations and lega¬ 
cies from members of 
the public, for which I 
am most grateful. 

“Leo has totally 
changed my life. ” 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Have you suffered an 
accident at work? 


I F you have suf¬ 
fered an acci¬ 
dent at work 
and the accident 
was not your fault, 
you may be entitled 
to claim compensa¬ 
tion. 

Your employer has a 
duty to keep you safe 
whilst at work and 
should have insurance 


to cover any workplace 
accidents. 

If you have had an 
accident, the aim of 
compensation is to place 
you back in the position 
you would have been in 
had the accident not 
occurred. 

You should not suffer 
in silence as a result of 
your employers’ omis¬ 
sions and failure to pro¬ 


tect you whilst at work. 

The compensation 
that you receive will 
cover a sum for pain 
and suffering as a direct 
result of the accident, 
and also any financial 
loss such as loss of 
wages, cost of medical 
treatment such as phys¬ 
iotherapy, and the cost 
of someone to care for 
you while injured. 

You will not always 
have to fund the legal 
fees for bringing your 
claim and you may be 
entitled to a No Win No 
Fee agreement, or your 
claim may be funded by 
legal expenses insur¬ 
ance. 

Passmores are a long 
established firm of 
solicitors within the 
Vale of Glamorgan. 

We have many years 
of experience of dealing 
with all types of acci¬ 
dent claims, especially 
those within the work¬ 
place. 

If you think you may 
have a claim, we offer a 
friendly and efficient 
service, with the first 
consultation free of 
charge. We will reas¬ 
sure you at every step of 
the process. 

Please contact either 
Miss Lauren Kilby or 
Miss Sally Matthews on 
01446 721000, or 
mail© passmores. com 
for further information. 



Have you 

suffered 

an 

accident 
at work? 


Specialists in all aspects of 
Personal Injury 

Please telephone today for an appointment 

01446 721000 

Home visits are available by request 

www.passmores.com 

21 Tynewydd Road, Barry, CF62 8HB 
www.passmores.com 


Miskin pony 
breeder 
is honoured 



Dr Wynne Davies with his grandchildren, Leah 
and Joseph. Photograph hy T Best. 


Chefs bring a local 
flavour to Food 
and Drink Festival 


THE Showing 
World lifetime out¬ 
standing achieve¬ 
ment award at the 
Horse Of The Year 
Show (NEC 
Birmingham, 
October 3-7) was 
presented to Dr 
Wynne Davies, 

MBE, of the Ceulan 
Stud, Miskin, 
Pontyclun. 

It was the first time 
the award has come to 
Wales. Dr Davies retired 
this year after reporting 
for ‘Horse and Hound’ 
magazine for 60 years, 
and 58 years of report¬ 
ing the Royal Welsh 
Show. 

He has been assis¬ 
tant/publicity officer of 
the Welsh Pony and Cob 
Society for 50 years, 
president in 1984, main 
ring commentator at the 
Royal Welsh Show for 


Ty Hafan 
winners 

THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D743. 

• £2,000: 339236. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £9,000, 
was not won this week. 

• £10: 6 8 4 9 1 6, 
648298, 675980, 285368, 
489400, 551885, 334321, 
582125, 369669, 778490, 
561150, 610970, 878957, 
434834, 213849, 786263, 
279858, 877126, 656290, 
111773. 

• £5:251857, 840092, 
766493, 194082, 358334, 
822174, 267047, 738929, 
188834, 505763, 250580, 
229993, 600590, 153733, 
822179, 623263, 784306, 
249820, 186422, 879527, 
566384, 701068, 575107, 
325244, 984948, 152321, 
620903, 478539, 845556, 
462880, 927919, 763430, 
537360, 609644, 271689, 
586993, 572042, 535819, 
718418, 358744, 492726, 
479007, 679239, 848933, 
273769, 782887, 722752, 
617930, 379178, 729011, 
181973, 608661, 728382, 
144094, 899786, 861704, 
639267, 184436, 269879, 
605420. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


35 years, has written 12 
books and judged Welsh 
ponies and cobs all over 
the world. 

His own Ceulan 
ponies have won the 
progeny competition at 
the Royal Welsh Show 
11 times. 

The current ponies at 
Ceulan are descended 
from those bred by his 
great-grandfather in 
1894, and he is assisted 
in running the stud by 
his wife Ruth, children 
David and Jane, and 
their children. 

Dr Davies also won 
an award as the breeder 
of Ceulan Shem, the 
most consistent Welsh 
section A ridden pony of 
the year. 


PREPARATIONS 
are well under way 
for this year’s 
Cowbridge Food 
and Drink Festival. 

Supported by 

Waitrose, the festival 
showcases the town at 
its best. 

Crowned as Best 
Community Event at the 
National Tourism 
Awards for Wales in 
2010 - the festival is 
one of Wales’ most pop¬ 
ular events. 

The varied pro¬ 
gramme of food demon¬ 
strations sees a number 
of well-known Vale 
chefs bringing a distinct¬ 
ly local flavour to events 
this year. 

There is a whole new 
intimate set-up for the 
demo area. This is now 
adjacent to the main 
exhibition site on North 
Road, courtesy of John 
and Sarah at Xantippe. 

The new kitchen will 
play host to a wide vari¬ 
ety of cooking demos to 
suit all palates and abili¬ 
ties, all free of charge. 

Taking to the stage 
this year, are the likes of 
Cowbridge’s David 
Lawal from Living 
Coffee, who will be 
cooking up traditional 
Jamaican curried goat; 
the sous chef at 
Arboreal, Richard 
Johns, who will be using 


locally-sourced ingredi¬ 
ents for a world-inspired 
sharing platter; and Aum 
Rotjarin Scott of the 
popular Thai Elephant 
restaurant in Cowbridge. 

Vale-based food 
writer, broadcaster and 
chef Angela Gray, of 
Llanerch Vineyard 
Cookery School, will be 
running a masterclass at 
this year’s festival, tak¬ 
ing place on Sunday 
afternoon. 

Families may also be 
interested to see St 
Clare’s School, 

Porthcawl during their 
demo on Saturday, per¬ 
fect for young foodies. 


Broadcaster Fran 
Donovan will again play 
the role of compere 
extraordinaire. 

Event manager Polly 
Wilson said: “We’re 
really pleased to see so 
many local chefs and 
restaurants involved in 
this year’s festival. 

“There is set to be a 
great mix of events, with 
something for all tastes 
and I look forward to 
seeing the new kitchen 
set-up in operation.” 

For more information 
on events, exhibitors 
and entertainment 
please visit www.cow- 
bridgefoodanddrink. org. 


IN BRIEF 

Report the potholes! 

THE Vale Council’s potholes campaign, ‘The 
BIG Fill’, moves on to the Illtyd ward, Barry, 
on October 13 - 14. 

Local residents can report potholes between 
October 8-12). Phone the Vale Council on 01446 
700111, email the BIG Fill team at thebigfill@vale- 
ofglamorgan.co.uk or plot the location of the pot¬ 
hole on the interactive map on the council’s website. 

Pastel landscapes 

ON October 18, Cowbridge Art Society wel¬ 
comes Abergavenny artist Jantien Powell, who 
will give a demonstration of painting a land¬ 
scape in pastels. 

The society meets on Thursday evenings at the 
Old Hall, Cowbridge ,7pm-9pm, and visitors are 
welcome. 

For the society’s full programme, see www.cow 
bridgeartsociety. com. 
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Bryn Hajren Comprehensive School 

Age 11 ’ 16 Girls^ School - Co-Educational 6th Form 


MERTHYR DYFAN ROAD, BARRY, CF62 9YQ - Tel. 01446 403500 


[open MORNINGS; Monday 15th, Tuesday 16rii and Wed 


Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 17th October from 9am -1 pm 



Astro Turf Fitness Suite and Pool - 
Bryn Hafren’s sporting facilities 
are outstanding. 



ICTsuite -A huge investment in ICThas 
created excellent opportunities for all pupils. 


The staff and pupils of Bryn Hafren weleonte 
parents and children to our Open Week... 

Our open evening will be held on Thursday 18th October 6pm-8pm. There will be a 
formal welcome by Head Teacher Mr Phil Whitcombe at both 6pm and 7pm. You are 
invited to attend either session followed by a guided tour of the school. 

The open mornings on 15th, 16th, 17th of October are a wonderful 
opportunity to see the school in action during the working day and to 
experience the quality of education and care of which the school is so proud. All 
prospective parents are welcome, no appointments necessary. 

Examination Success: 

The examination successes at Bryn Hafren continue with the eighth year of rising 
GCSE results. In 2012 the percentage of pupils gaining 5 or more A* to C was an all 
time record of 74%, a rise of 33% over the last eight years. 

Mr Whitcombe, Headteacher was delighted by the academic performance of the 
pupils, including an incredible 96% of pupils who gained at least 5 GCSEs A to G. The 
value added at all Key Stages is well ahead of our targets and the performance of simi¬ 
lar schools in Wales. 

This year an all time record 47% of pupils gained at least 10 top grade GCSEs with 
a significant number gaining 14 or more. The GCSE results marked another outstand¬ 
ing year of examination success for Bryn Hafren pupils. 

Curriculum: 

Bryn Hafren offers a rich, broad and balanced curriculum with 
lessons being taught in modern high specification rooms. The 
school is just completing the refurbishment of the Design Technolo¬ 
gy Department which includes four workshops and a computer suite 
and The Media Department with two specifically designed and 
equipped rooms. In addition all the Science Laboratories, ICT 
suites. Art department, Eood Technology and Learning Resource 
Centre have recently been refurbished. Recent building additions 
include a Hair and Beauty suite and an Astro Turf area. The curricu¬ 
lum has further been enhanced by the addition of Wider Key Skills 
at KS3, giving pupils an equivalent of 2 GCSEs at grade B. The 
Welsh Baccalaureate is studied in KS4 and KS5, giving the pupils 
additional and vital qualifications as they move into further educa¬ 
tion or employment. The provision of extra curricular activities is an 
outstanding feature of the school and extends pupils’ learning expe¬ 
riences. 

Pastoral Care: 

The school is very proud of the pastoral care given to all pupils. 

We strive to create a happy, working atmosphere where all pupils are valued and 
encouraged to fulfil their potential. The Year Heads and Eorm Tutor system offers good 
support and guidance in a caring community. Progress is monitored and individual 
pupils are encouraged to achieve academic success in a fully inclusive environment. 
The school works closely with parents via Eorm Tutor and Parents’ Evenings through 
the year. In addition the school welcomes individual contact with parents as required. 



Science - One of the newly refurbished 
Science Laboratories 



Residential experiences include 
language and culture courses as well as 
outdoor pursuits. Pupils recently visited 
Mt Vesuvius, Sorrento, Italy. 




Awards ceremony - All pupils are regularly 
rewarded for good attendance, effort 
improvement and excellence in lessons. 



The Performing Arts Department produced a highly successful production 
of The Wizard of Oz with over 100 from all year groups involved. 

They are currently rehearsing for the next production 
The Sound of Music which will run in November at The Memorial Hall. 


The Learning Resource Centre is available 
for pupil use before school, break and 
lunchtimes as well as after school. 
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‘Fol request shows 
Council is being 
short-changed on 
social care budget’ 

Report by PHILIP IRWIN 


Community council attacks 
proposals to develop land 


A “PACKED” public meeting in Ewenny 
Village Hall recently voiced its opposi¬ 
tion to plans by the Picton-lhrbervill 
Estate to develop a patch of land off 
Abbey Road, Ewenny, which is designat¬ 
ed as ‘green wedge’. 

The outline planning application by the Picton- 
Turbervill Estate proposes to erect five dwellings 
in the field that is off Abbey Road, near to the 
Wick Road junction, as an ‘enabling development’ 
to facilitate the restoration of the Ewenny Priory 
House. 

Around 70 people attended the meeting, and the 
community council successfully obtained an exten¬ 
sion to the consultation period for letters to the 
Vale planning department, which were to be sub¬ 
mitted by October 11. 

The clerk for the community council told The 
GEM, on behalf of the body: “The residents are not 
happy at all. Who is going to benefit from this?” 
She added that nobody in the village had had 
access to the priory or grounds in recent times. 

“People have bought houses here because they 
are looking at a green wedge. If they obtain outline 
planning then that opens the floodgates to more 
development. 

“Abbey Road is a narrow, single-lane road and 
then when you enter Wick Road, the main road 
through the village, there is nasty congestion. 

There have been some small accidents and now a 
big one is waiting to happen. More cars would 
make things worse. 

“This is a great sadness to us all if it goes ahead. 
It is the beginning of the end for Ewenny, the thin 
end of the wedge.” 

A statement on behalf of the Picton-Turbevill 
estate said that the site was identified as not “caus¬ 
ing any material harm” to the green wedge. 


It continued: “The Priory is a Grade IP listed 
building situated within an important national mon¬ 
ument. There is now a genuine and pressing need 
to raise substantial funds for a restoration scheme 
in order to ensure the continued survival of the 
property which has fallen into considerable disre¬ 
pair over the last 30 years. 

“The owners have submitted the planning appli¬ 
cation as enabling development and the planning 
authority may be expected to ensure that the pro¬ 
ceeds are ring-fenced for the restoration scheme by 
way of a formal legal agreement or conditional 
controls.” Leigh Gruffydd Sanders 

Free swimming 
lessons for elderly 


Christmas Child 
shoebox appeal 


A PLAID CYMRU 
Vale councillor says 
that local authori¬ 
ties will struggle to 
balance their social 
care budgets after 
recent Government 
legislation. 

Coun Chris Pranks 
told The GEM that the 
Vale Council will face a 
shortfall of £1.4 mi llion 
because the Welsh 
Government has failed to 
properly fund a £50 a 
week cap on social care. 

He said: “Plaid Cymru 
has discovered this infor¬ 
mation following a 
Preedom of Information 
(Pol) request.” 

The £50 a week cap, 
which means that no one 
should pay more than 
£50 per week, was intro¬ 
duced under the One 
Wales Government. 

Coun Pranks said that 
it has meant that thou¬ 
sands of additional peo¬ 
ple, who were paying 
more for their care previ¬ 
ously, are now applying 
for services provided by 


the local authority. 

Coun Prank said: “In 
the Vale of Glamorgan, 
the shortfall is more than 
£1.4m, after an addition¬ 
al 184 people applied for 
non-residential care since 
the £50 a week limit was 
introduced in April 
2011 .” 

Lindsay Whittle, Plaid 
Cymru’s social services 
spokesperson and a for¬ 
mer Caerphilly council 
leader, said: “The £50 a 
week cap was introduced 
by the Plaid Labour 
Coalition Government, 
but it now appears that 
this beneficial scheme is 
not being funded proper¬ 
ly by the Labour govern¬ 
ment. 

“Last year, a study by 
the Social Services 
Improvement Agency 
(SSIA) warned about 
additional pressures on 
local authority budgets as 
a result of the new com¬ 
munity charge charges 
system, and highlighted 
increasing demand, par¬ 


ticularly from older peo¬ 
ple who were previously 
self-funders.” 

Luke Nicholas, Plaid 
Cymru’s candidate for 
the forthcoming Cardiff 
South and Penarth 
Parliamentary by-elec¬ 
tion, said: “The Welsh 
Government’s failure to 
properly deliver on its 
promise to cap social 
charges is undermining 
the finances of councils 
who will be forced to cut 
services or raise council 
tax to cover the short¬ 
fall.” 

Coun Pranks, a former 
South Wales Central AM, 
said that councillors had 
been made aware of the 
vast shortfall. 

He added: “The Vale 
of Glamorgan’s social 
services budget is in cri¬ 
sis - it is £3m overspent. 
The Welsh government 
has been willing to bail 
out health boards with far 
greater shortfalls, yet 
won’t provide local 
authorities with the 
finances to limit the 
charges they make to eld¬ 
erly residents.” 

The Fol revealed that 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) appeared to 
have a much smaller 
problem, compared to 
the Vale. 

It had 3,057 people in 
receipt of non-residential 
care on March 31, 2012, 
up by 10.8 per cent com¬ 
pared to April 2011. 

Plaid says that the 
changes have given 
BCBC a shortfall of 
£678,000. Extra cash 
received from the Welsh 
Government amounts to 
£420,000, leaving a 
notional shortfall of 
£258,000 . 

The Vale Council had 
1,047 people in receipt of 
non-residential care, with 
an extra 184 applying for 
care since April 2011. 

Coun Pranks said: 
“This means the Vale 
Council has had to find 
an extra £1.78 million, 
but has received only 
£373,000 from the Welsh 
Government. This leaves 
a shortfall of £1,407,000. 

A Welsh Government 
source said: “As usual. 
Plaid Cymru are taking a 
deliberately distorted 
view of the facts, to try 


You can 
now follow 
The 

Glamorgan 
GEM on 
Twitter: 

@gem_news 


and scare voters m 
advance of a Westminster 
by-election campaign. 
Once again, the irony of 
this stunt has not been 
missed. 

“The fact is, that based 
on estimates of the cost 
to local authorities to 
implement financial safe¬ 
guarding for all service 
users, they will pay no 
more than £50 per week 
for all of their non-resi¬ 
dential care. 

“The Welsh 

Government provided an 
additional £10.1 million 
a year to the revenue sup¬ 
port grant to local gov¬ 
ernment from 2011-12 to 
recompense councils for 
lost income from lower 
charges. 

“The Welsh 

Government is prioritis¬ 
ing funding to local 
authorities to support 
social services. Over the 
period 2011-12 to 2013- 
14, we are committed to 
increasing funding at one 
per cent better than the 
uplift to the Block Grant 
to Wales. 

“This means an addi¬ 
tional £35 million over 
the period for local 
authority social services. 
The latest statistical 
release on budgeted 
expenditure by local gov¬ 
ernment for 2012-13, 
published by Welsh 
Government, shows 
expenditure on social 
services is budgeted to 
increase by four per 
cent.” 

At a recent meeting of 
the Vale Council’s scruti¬ 
ny committee for social 
care and health, it was 
revealed that, during 
2011/2012, social servic¬ 
es spent £18.2m on serv¬ 
ices that were provided 
via contractual arrange¬ 
ments with the independ¬ 
ent sector. 

Of this amount, 
£10.7m was spent on 
care home services 
(which includes nursing 
and residential care) and 
£7.5m on domiciliary 
care services (which 
includes home care and 
day care services). 


A BRIDGEND 
optician is helping 
disadvantaged and 
vulnerable young¬ 
sters receive 
Christmas gifts this 
year by collecting 
shoe boxes filled 
with toys for the 
Operation 
Christmas Child 
appeal. 

The global annual 
appeal, organised by 
charity Samaritan’s 
Purse, provides gifts to 
needy children in more 
than 100 countries. 

Last year, the store 
filled a total of 70 shoe 
boxes and, with the help 
of the community, it 
hopes to repeat that suc¬ 
cess this year. 

Ann Simpkin, direc¬ 
tor of Specsavers 
Bridgend, said: 
“Christmas is a time for 
giving, but that doesn’t 
necessarily mean gifts 
for just our loved ones. 
This should also be a 
time for us to give to the 
less fortunate and show 


them that we care. 

“We hope that local 
people give generously 
to make a disadvantaged 
child’s Christmas a hap¬ 
pier one.” 

People wanting to 
donate a box should 
specify whether theirs is 
intended for a boy or 
girl, as well as an age 
category: two-four- 
years-old, five-nine, or 
10-14, which organisers 
say must be made clear 
on the outside packag¬ 
ing. 

The boxes will be 
dispatched to Africa, 
Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia. A donation 
of £2.50 for each box 
should also be made for 
the associated delivery 
costs that the charity is 
charged. The closing 
date for all boxes and 
donations is Thursday, 
November 15. 

To donate a shoe box, 
visit the Specsavers 
store on Adare Street. 

Suggested toys 
include: soft toys, tennis 
balls, finger puppets, 
jigsaw puzzles, yo-yos, 
building blocks and 
small musical instru¬ 
ments. 

Por boys: trucks and 
cars; for girls: dolls, clip 
on earrings, small items 
of jewellery. 

Educational supplies 
can include: felt pens, 
pens, pencils, pencil 
sharpener, eraser, 
colouring book, 
notepad, picture or puz¬ 
zle book, chalk, pencil 
case, stickers. 

Hygiene items: tooth¬ 
brush, toothpaste, hair¬ 
brush, comb, hair clips, 
bar of soap and flannel, 
while other items can 
include: non-chocolate 
sweets (sell-by date to 
be at least March of the 
following year), gloves, 
scarf, sunglasses, caps 
and hats. 


WORLD Arthritis 
Day is on October 12, 
and Halo Leisure is 
inviting people of all 
ages, living with rheu¬ 
matic and muscu¬ 
loskeletal diseases in 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough, to visit one of its 
centres at Bridgend, 
Pyle, Pencoed, 

Ogmore, Garw, 
Ynysawdre and 
Maesteg, for advice 
and guidance on get¬ 
ting more physically 
active. 

The day provides a 
platform to highlight 
some of the issues that 


people living with 
rheumatoid arthritis, 
osteoarthritis and anky¬ 
losing spondylitis face. 

These conditions 
affect an estimated 120 
million men, women and 
children of all ages 
across Europe, a 
spokesperson explained: 

“If you are 60 or over, 
you can get free swim¬ 
ming, and free swim¬ 
ming lessons, as part of 
the Welsh Government’s 
free swim initiative - ask 
at your local Halo pool at 
Bridgend, Maesteg, 
Pyle, Pencoed or 
Ynysawdre.” 


Age Concern 
appear on TV 



ABOVE: Charles Curran with 
The One Show's Lucy Siegle. 

AGE CONCERN Cardiff and the Vale of 
Glamorgan were “thrilled and excited” to 
appear on the BBC’s One Show during the 
evening of Wednesday, September 16. 

They recruited 31 new volunteers at the live film¬ 
ing at the Motorpoint Arena. 

There is still the opportunity for volunteers to 
come forward. 

For further information, visit www.volunteer- 
accardiff.org.uk or telephone 02920 560952 for an 
informal chat. 



Friends formed 

PENARTH residents have formed Friends of 
St Augustines church, to help preserve the 
Grade I listed building. 

One of famous Victorian architect William 
Butterfield’s finest buildings, it is currently main¬ 
tained by a much smaller congregation than when it 
was built in 1866, and they cannot be expected to 
carry this burden alone for much longer on behalf of 
the community as a whole, spokeswoman Patricia 
Griffiths explained. 

“Priends of St Augustine’s will complement 
fundraising activities run by the parish, to ensure that 
the church building is repaired and maintained in a 
manner deserving of a unique local landmark. 

“Our main aim is to ensure that this iconic build¬ 
ing, used by sailors for generations as a ‘seamark’, 
and known by locals as ‘Top Church’ remains a 
building we can be proud of, is around for future 
generations to enjoy, and is better known and used 
for a variety of activities by more people.” 

For further information, contact 02920 707828 or 
email triciagriffiths65@yahoo.co. uk. 


Difficulty 

Hearing? 

o ft “ >1*- M • 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides; 


• Independent Advice 

• 30 day Free trials on all hearing aids 
•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids 
including Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes 
and models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call Into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 BEE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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YOUR LOCAL NHS IS CHANGING... PLEASE GET INVOLVED! 


There are big challenges facing the NHS in Wales, and we need to change the way we deliver 
healthcare to make sure we can meet those challenges. From 26th September to 19th December 
ABM University Health Board is carrying out public engagement to talk to you about our ideas, 
and hear what you think of them. 

To find out more about these Ideas, please visit our website; www.changtnQforthebetter.org. 
uk where you will find a range of information, including documents and videos; plus details of 
how you can feedback your views. 

And please come and meet us - we're holding a series of information drop-in days, (details 
below) across Swansea, Neath Port Talbot and Bridgend. Please refer to the website for further 
Information 


MAE EICH GIG LLEOL YN NEWID... CYMRWCH RAN! 


Mae'r GIG yng Nghymru yn wynebu henau mawr, ac mae angen I ni newid y ffordd 
rydym yn darparu gofal iechyd i wneud yn siwr y ga llwn oresgyn yr heriau hynny. 
0 26 Medi tan 19 Rhagfyr mae Bwrdd Iechyd Prifysgol ABM yn ymgysylitu i'r 
cyhoedd i drafod ein syniadau ac i glywed eich barn amdanynt. 

Am ragor o wybodaeth am y syniadau hyn, ewch i www.chang- 
lngforlhebetttr.org.uk He mae dogfennau a fideos, yn ogystal 
a manylion am sut y gallwch roi adborth. 

Dewch i gwrdd a ni - rydym yn cynnal cyfres o ddiwrnodau 
galw helblo. Port Talbot a Phen-y-bont ar Ogwr. Ewch IT 
wefan am wybodaeth bellach. 



VENUE / VENUE 


DATE / DATE 


The Million, ^rthcawi Bridgend / V Pefiliwn. PgrthcetM, Pen-y-bofit ar Ogwr 

Soxjt & Guide HeMlquerteri, BrynmilC Abertewe / Pencedlyi y Sgowtieid a'r Geiduiid, Brytwnill, Abertawe 

Carnegie Hall Skewen, Neath /CamegK HaB, Sglwen, Castell>r>edd 

Mee^teg leisure Centre. Bridgend / Canolfan Hamdden Montego Picn-y^bont ar Ogwr 

Croeserw Community Centre. Port Talbot / Canolfan Gymunedd Croeserw, Port Talbot 

Gor^emon Centre, Swansea / Canolfan GorM?inon, Abertawr 

Grar>d Theatre, Swansea / Theav y Grand. Abertawe 

Arts Centre. Pontardawe. Neath / Canolfan y Ceffyddydau, Pontardawe. CastelMedd 
ARC Centre. Bridgend / Canolfan ARC, Per^ y-bont ar Ogwr 
Morriston Leisure Centre. Swansea / Canolfan Hamdden Treiorys. Abertawe 
Gendros Community Centre. Swansea / Canolfan Gymunedol Gendroi. Abertawe 
Pyfe Ufe Centre. Bndgend / Canolfan Bywyd y PH. Pen-y-bont ar Ogwr 
Princfss Royal Theatre, Port Talbot /Theatr y Dywysogts Trenhinol, Port Talbot 
St. Hllar/s Church Hall. Killay / Neuadd Eglwys SI Hilary. Old 
Neath Town Hall. Neath / Neuadd y Dref, CasteR Nedd 

Additional date and venue In BrNlgend - awalbnc confirmation. Contact us below for details" 

Dydcfiad a lleoliad ychwanegol ym Mhen-y-bont ar Ogwr - i'w cadamhau. Cysylltwct) I ni am fanylion. 


Horn-7pm 

17Hvd/Oct 

Horn-7pm 

22Hyd/Oct 

Horn •7pm 

26 Hyd/Oct 

ISam- 7pm 

aiHyd/ Oct 

Horn • 7pm 

2TaCh/Nov 

tJom^7pm 

8 T*d» / Now 

Horn •7pm 

13 ram/Nov 

Horn ^ 7pm 

16 Tadi / Nov 

Horn • 7pm 

22 Tad)/Nov 

Horn-7pm 

28 Tteh / Nov 

Horn • 7pm 

6fUtag/Oec 

Horn-6pm 

29 Hyd/Oct 

11am •7pm 

ISTadi/Nov 

IZpm • 7pm 

26Tach/Nov 

Horn • 7pm 

30 Tad« / Nov 


Chariging For The Better Team, ABMU Headquarters. One Talbot GatevyaVi Baglan. Port Talbot. SA12 76R 
Tim Newid Er GwiHI. Pencadlys ABM. Un Porthfa Talbot. Baglan. Port Talbot. SA12 7BR 
Phone / Ffon: 01792 704019 Email / Ebost: ABM.C4B§>wate^nhsMk 

) Ybu can share your views and find out more at: vmw.YQuTeniJs.org Gallwch rannu eich bam a chael 
VOLr|0||US rhagor o wybodaeth yn Or Tweet us: / Neu ar Twitter: §>ABMheatth MABMC4B 

Or on facebook: / Heu ar Facebook: Paeebook.c(>ni/ABMMeafthb(>ard 
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: New October Deals \ 
now on ONLY with 
Future Window 
Soiutions 

• Not just a window company! • 

> For your all year round home • 

• improvements • 



PVC-U Doors: From £450 Fitted 
Composite Doors: From £750 Fitted 


Ail doors are Secured By Design giving you 
extra security and peace of mind. 

These are just a few of the benefits. 

We offer ali our customers fuil 10 year peace 
of mind Guarantees and much, much, more! 

A family run company you can rely on! 


Trusted supplier and installer of: 


FREE PHONE; 
0800 032 0921 


• All aspects of PVC-u/Alumlnlum 

• Orangeries/Conservatories/ Kitchens/ 
Bathrooms 

• Vertex Tile effect roof *New* 

• Building and Garage Conversions 

• Full 24/7 repair service no job too small 

• Replacement glass/handles 


Tel: 01446 733455 

Or visit 

www.futurewindowsoiutions.co.uk 


Trade Welcome 
Free welcome packs 
and first order 
discounts 


• Fascias and guttering 

• Full Orangery and Conservatory design 
packages. See what your orangery or 
conservatory will look like attached to 
your home with our Free image prints. 


Now offering 
finance 
through 

Ideal4Finance 



rrM 




miiiiii;%« 




Future Window 

Solutions^ 

Network Veka Member, 

Future Windows Solutions 
is recommended by Steve Davies! 




Blazing a trail in 
the autumn months 


In this article, HANNAH STEPHENSON 
takes a look at some of the trees and other 
plants which will be providing us with mag¬ 
nificent autumn hues - plus, find out what 
else needs doing in the garden this month. 

A RICH tapestry of colour is envelop¬ 
ing our landscape as leaves turn 
golden, orange and even red, thanks 
to a massive growth of foliage during the wet 
summer, followed by cold nights. 

The trees and other plants which will be provid¬ 
ing us with magnificent hues include the maple and 
Japanese maple, native oak trees, Nyssa sinensis 
and Parrotia persica (Persian iron wood). 

The winter-flowering cherry, stag’s horn sumach, 
sorbus (wild mountain ash) and varieties of cornus 
can also paint a palette of vivid colours. 

Following a wet summer, the recent warm 
weather has resulted in the production of lots of 
chlorophyll and increased sugar levels in trees. 

When the night-time temperature falls, it sends a 
message to the tree to stop growing and then the 
leaves will start turning, breaking down the chloro¬ 
phyll to reveal autumnal pigments in shades of red, 
orange and yellow. 

Venturing out on autumn walks may give you 
inspiration to grow some colourful specimens in 
your own garden. Maple, vine and mahonia leaves 
offer shades of red, while sedum flowerheads pro¬ 
vide subtle russet tones which will stay on the plant 
well into winter. 

In larger gardens, use trees carefully so that their 
rich hues are a highlight, rather than just a small 
part of an extremely busy planting scheme. 

Keep green as your main colour in the garden 
because if you cram it with coloured foliage it can 
be far from restful. 

Some trees take on more refined, subtle shades, 
such as yellow birch (Betula alleghaniensis) with 
its beautiful buttery yellow foliage, or the common 
beech (Fagus sylvatica), which turns a glorious 
shade of copper. 

If you are going to plant a maple, avoid planting 
it in windy, exposed sites as its fragile leaves will 
be shredded. The best time to plant is autumn, 
when the soil is still warm, to give the trees time to 
establish before winter sets in. 

Maples thrive in well-drained soil enriched with 


some well-rotted garden compost and will do well 
in full sun or dappled shape, and are ideal growing 
in the gentle shade of larger trees, provided their 
planting hole isn’t completely swamped with the 
roots of the larger specimen. 

Dig in leafmould to give the tree a boost. They 
shouldn’t need much pruning, just snip out any 
dead shoot tips as the buds begin to open in spring. 

Here’s five of the best trees which you shouldn’t 
be without in autumn; 

Cornus kousa ‘SatomV: This amazing flowering 
dogwood offers something for every season. In 
autumn the leaves turn fiery red and orange, while 
large, deep-pink, star-shaped bracts appear in late 
spring. It also bears strawberry-like fruits in late 
summer that continue into winter. 

Nyssa sinensis: The deciduous leaves on the 
Chinese tupelo provide a wide array of autumn 
colours, from mellow yellows to fiery reds. 

It thrives in acid soil and you’ll need to give it 
plenty of room, as it grows up to 10m (30ft) in 
height and width. 

Sorbus-x ‘Joseph Rock’: This popular small tree 
was introduced to the west after it was found in 
China in the early 20th century by the famed plant 
hunter, Joseph Rock. This Chinese mountain ash 
has cool green, feather-like leaves which turn fabu¬ 
lous shades of blood red in autumn before falling. 

Its stunning autumn colour is complemented by 
large clusters of bright yellow fruit. 

Euonymus europaeus ‘Red Cascade’: Seen 
either as a shrub or trained as a small tree, this form 
of our native hedgerow spindle boasts a combina¬ 
tion of bright red autumn foliage, turning purple as 
it ages, which colours at the same time as its gener¬ 
ous crops of red and orange fruits. It’s an adaptable 
plant, happy in most reasonable soils in sun or light 
shade and growing to 3 m (10ft). 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 18) 


^j^y-oven cleaning 
Treat yourself 
Sparkling clean oven 


Specialist Furniture Painter 
Bespoke Transformations for: 

Old, new, fitted 
or freestanding furniture. 
Kitchen cabinets hand-painted. 

Call Sara Llewellyn on 07887 651598 

20 years experience 



Dream Rooms 

TRADING ASG.H.I.S. LTD 


Decking • Ceramic Tiling • Hardwood or Laminate 
Flooring • Extensions • Loft/Garage Conversions etc 


Fitted Kitchens 
Fitted Bedrooms 
Fitted Bathrooms 



In-house 3D design facilities • Customers individual 
requirements and satisfaction our priority • 30+ years 
experience • 90% of work received via recommendation 
• References available • Design, supply & fit or supply only 
• Large range of appliances, sinks & taps 
• Granite worktops available • Reliable aftercare service 


For A FREE no obligation quotation, call 


I FREEPHONEl 

I0800 88 6132I 


FAX: 01443 226375 • MOBILE: 07866 605617 
EMAIL: k.green1958@live.co.uk 
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jf AUTUMN IS HERE 

^ “Jobs to do around the 



Who wants to 
build what and 
where in Vale? 


Taylor Wimpey - Land 
south of the railway 
line, Trem Echni, 
Rhoose Point, Rhoose 

- Proposed development 
of 90 residential units 
with associated public 
open space, landscap¬ 
ing, the creation of two 
new access points into 
the site from trem Echni 
and diversion of the 
Public Right of Way. 

Mr T Salter - 51 
Coleridge Avenue, 
Penarth - Application 
for renewal of permis¬ 
sion 2007/00674/FUL; 
second storey extension, 
new garage, ground 
floor rear conservatory. 
Clare Pullon - 


Kelowna, St Hilary - 

Removal of three 
conifer trees on access 
drive. Minor reductions 
on one lime tree and 
one beech tree in the 
rear garden. 

Mrs Dorothy Harris - 
Tymynydd Farm, 
Welsh St Donats - 
Creation of new access, 
farm building and asso¬ 
ciated works. 

Mrs Janig Stephens - 
Pen y Bryn, Llanmaes, 
Llantwit Major - 
Conversion of two 
existing barns into two 
dwellings. 

Mr Rob Ashman - 25 

Samson Street, 
Llantwit Major - 


grabI^ 


PLANT HIRE LTD 



Tel. 01446 700535 


www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 



COVERING THE VALE mR 
ALL YOUR MACHINERY REPAIRS 
SALES & SERVICING 


Lawn mowers 
Garden Tractors 



PLUS M0BIL£ SERVICE & REPAIRS 

07718 257521 


Proposed single storey 
rear extension to proper¬ 
ty, inclusive of velux 
windows and bifold 
doors. 

Mr Justin Otto - 
Parkside House, 1 and 
2 Park Road, Penarth 

- Certificate is sought to 
confirm development 
pursuant to planning 
permission 
2007/01684/FUL as 
commenced. 

Mrs Simone Johnson - 
2 Co-operative House, 
Rock Road, St Athan - 
Change of use from A1 
shop to A1 shop and 
holistic therapy rooms. 
Mr and Mrs Leighton 
Kellaway - The 
Rickyard, Upper 
Farm, Rhoose Road, 
Rhoose - Proposed 
double garage with 
home office/store above. 
Mr Paul Richards - 14 
Pembroke Terrace, 
Penarth - First floor 
rear balcony. 

Valad Developments 
(Llantrisant) Ltd - 
Land adjacent to 
Cowbridge Road and 
A473 (inc Leeks 
Department Store, for¬ 
mer Purolite works 
and Staedtler factory 
site), Talbot Green, 
CF72 8XU - 
Development of new 
town centre comprising 
a 10,801 sq m gross 
food store (Class Al); 8 
pump petrol filling sta¬ 
tion; 35,522 sq m gross 
retail floor space (Class 
Al); 600sq m gross cafe 
space (Class Al); 1,000 
sq m financial/profes¬ 
sional service space 
(Class Al); 2,390 sq m 
gross food and drink 
space Class A3); 1,400 
sq m gross office space 
(Class Bl); 750 sq m 
gross Class D1 space; 8 
screen cinema; 80 bed 
hotel; 64 dwellings 
(Class C2/C3); multi 
storey and surface level 
car parking; associated 
access infrastructure, 
reprofiling of land. 
Landscaping and floor 
alleviation works (fur¬ 
ther information com¬ 
prising Environmental 
Statement addendum. 
Design and Access 
Statement addendum 
and revised plans 
received August 2012). 
Welsh Government - 
Cardiff Grounds 
Disposal Site, Cardiff 

- Disposal of dredged 
arising associated with 
offshore works at 
Hinkley Point C. 


Getting the 
right trees 
this autumn 


RICS sees hopeful 
signs in Welsh 
housing market 


L ocal estate agents are 
starting to see an 
improvement in the 
market - according to an 
industry survey. 

The Welsh housing market should 
see a slightly stronger end to the year, 
with transaction levels expected to 
pick up and price falls predicted to 
slow, according to the latest Royal 
Institute of Chartered Surveyors 
(RICS) UK housing market survey 
(October 9). 

During September, chartered sur¬ 
veyors’ expectations for future sales 
reached their highest level since June. 

An RCIS spokesperson said that 
last month, prices in the Welsh hous¬ 
ing market did continue to fall, but at 
a slower pace than in previous 
months. 

David E Baker ERICS, of David 
Baker Co Ltd., Penarth, said: 
“September has been fairly good. 


with more viewings than expected. 

“More offers were made than in 
August, and it is looking reasonable 
for October and maybe November.” 

Tony Filice, RICS Wales residen¬ 
tial spokesperson and director of 
Kelvin Francis Chartered Surveyors, 
Cardiff, said; “Sales are taking place 
where vendors are prepared to be 
flexible on price and this is particular¬ 
ly prevalent in the upper price range 
stock. 

“The proposal to allow parents and 
grandparents to act as guarantors, in 
order for their offspring to obtain 
mortgage finance, is good news, but 
as this is not coming into force until 
2015, this is no use at present. 

“The help is needed now. We 
would welcome a stamp duty holiday 
for first time buyers, even if just for 
three months, to help the market pick 
up and get buyers in Wales onto the 
property ladder sooner rather than 
later.” 


‘WE HAVE TOOLS 
TO GET JOB DONE^ 





(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 17) 

Katsura 

(Cercidiphyllum japon- 
icum): The heart- 
shaped green leaves of 
this dainty woodland 
tree turn to rich colours 
of yellow, orange and 
red leaves in autumn 
and produce the sweet 
scent of caramel or can¬ 
dyfloss as they fall. 

This tree, which 
works well as a stand¬ 
alone specimen, should 
be planted in soil 
enriched with organic 
matter in a sheltered 
spot, as the coppery 
young leaves are prone 
to spring frost damage. 

Best of the bunch - 
Japanese maple (Acer 
palmatum). 

Of course, these won¬ 
derfully elegant trees 
are the jewel in the 
crown of autumn and 
there is a variety for 
every size of garden, 
whether you want to 
plant them as part of a 
scheme or as a stand¬ 
alone specimen in a pot. 

Good container vari¬ 
eties include Acer 
palmatum var. dissec- 
tum 'Garnet', with its 
feathery, garnet- 
coloured leaves that 
turn bright scarlet in 
autumn and look as if 
they have been shred¬ 
ded. Its rounded, com¬ 
pact habit makes it a 
perfect focal point for a 
small garden, particu¬ 
larly in a container. 

What to do this week: 

Continue to plant up 
winter pots, adding 
bulbs to extend the sea¬ 


son of interest into 
spring. 

Take cuttings of 
lavender by pulling 
whole shoots away from 
the main stem with a 
heel. They can be root¬ 
ed directly into gritty 
soil outside, or in a cold 
frame. 

Take hardwood cut¬ 
tings of privet, potentil- 
la, rosemary, berberis, 
laurel and holly. 

Feed your lawn with 
a low-nitrogen fertiliser 
sold as autumn lawn 
feed, and repair small 
bare patches by sowing 
seed. 

Thin out oxygenating 
and floating plants 
which have outgrown 
their space in the pond. 

Start pruning climb¬ 
ing roses when the flow¬ 
ers fade, removing dead 
or diseased wood first. 

Dig up bulbs and 
corms of non-hardy 
summer varieties to 
store in a dry, frost-free 
place over winter. 

Sparingly water pot¬ 
ted cyclamen in the 
greenhouse that were 
dried off for summer to 
encourage them back 
into growth. 

Plant out hardy prim¬ 
ulas raised from seeds 
or divisions. 

Sow hardy annuals 
including cornflowers, 
poached-egg plants and 
California poppies out¬ 
side now for flowering 
next year. 


R & T Tool & 
Plant Hire 
recently 

helped the oil spill 
clean-up at 
Tredodridge. 

At 6.30am on Friday 
morning, the phone 
started ringing at R & T 
Tool & Plant Hire with 
equipment hire orders to 
help with the emergency 
project at Tredodridge. 

Our 1.5 tonne mini 
excavator and one tonne 
hi-lift dumper were on 
site first thing to help 
get the clean-up started 
and as the work pro¬ 
gressed, we were able to 
supply another hi lift 
dumper and a larger 
three tonne excavator to 
help increase the pace 


of the clean-up. 

Based locally at the 
Vale Business Park, 
Llandow, we have a 
wide range of tool and 
plant equipment avail¬ 
able for hire. 

Whatever the project 


from big to small - 
building project, laying 
a new patio, digging the 
garden or cutting logs 
ready for winter, we 
have the tools to help 
you get the job done. 


I thomas 

illiv 

m 



YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT KITCHEN, 
BEDROOM & BATHROOM SPECIALIST 


!free fitting on all IqtcfiensI 

Over 20 years experience in professional kitchen, 
bedroom and bathroom in stallation 
FREE design, FREE planning, FREE consultation 


From a blank canvas, create the kitchen of your dreams 


Call now for your FREE HOME VISIT 
Tel 1 01656 710629 Mob | 07872 451612 

info@thomas-carpentry.co.uk www.thomas-carpentry.co.uk 



Tool & Plant Hire 

Also available to hire: Cement Mixers, Wacker Plates 
& Seaffolding, Strimmers, Mowers & Hedge Trimmers. 
Demohtion Hammers & Drills. 

Our other services include suppliers of bottled gas 
★ Sealey power tools ★ Air Liquide industrial gases to rent or buy. 



SEAIEY 


Friendly Service & Advice 
Unit 20, Vale Business Park, Llandow 
Tel. 01446 771999 or 774056 www.randt.co.uk 
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^AUTUMN 

^ ‘In the home” 



Bridgend County Care 
and Repair Agency 

Helping our vulnerable 
residents to stay warm 


B ridgend County Care and 

Repair is working with npower’s 
‘Health Through Warmth’ scheme 
to help local residents whose health is 
made worse hy cold living conditions to 
improve the levels of warmth, comfort 
and quality of life for vulnerable people. 


Living in a home without adequate heating can 
increase the risk of worsening health at any time of 
year, especially when people have illnesses. 

Health Through Warmth works with Care and 
Repair Cymru to enable caseworkers to apply for 



Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 
Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 
Martin Robson awaits your call! 

S 01446 402848 
# 07739 389578 


funding help from the npower ‘Health Through 
Warmth Crisis Fund’ for their clients who meet the 
scheme’s criteria and who need heating and insula¬ 
tion measures but can’t afford to fully fund the 
work themselves. 

Illnesses that can be adversely affected by cold 
living conditions include respiratory and cardiovas¬ 
cular diseases, diabetes, arthritis, terminal illness, 
mental health problems and mobility difficulties. 

Mary Brice (80) is one local resident who was 
helped by the scheme when her boiler broke down. 
Mary has arthritis and pulmonary fibrosis which 
can be severely affected by the cold. Her central 
heating system was more than 30 years old and 
was constantly breaking down, leaving her without 
heating and hot water for prolonged periods of 
time. 

Mary explains: “I’m so pleased to have a warm 
home again and to be without the worry of another 
breakdown. I’m grateful for the assistance from 
Care and Repair and to both npower Health 
Through Warmth and the charities that helped to 
fund the work.” 

To contact your local Care and Repair Agency, 
call 0300 111 3333. For details about Health 
Through Warmth, visit: www.healththrough- 
warmth.com. 


bespoke affordable luxury 




Orangeries 
Extensions 
Conservatories 
Garden Rooms 
Home Offices 


01446 746353 

www.valeorangeries.co.uk 

Ri VALE ORANGERIES 


Bankrupt Stock Sale 



Mat beds 

Small £4.00 
Large £8.00 


Fringing 


&Tuiie 


We have purchased a large quantity of bankrupt stock and must sell it all NOW 

Fur/Fleece 


See our new range of 

DESIGNER 

COTTON PRINTS 
& FURNISHING FABRICS 


Plus full rolls of top quality curtain and upholstery 
fabric all at the unbeatable price of £2.99 mtr + VAT 

MADE TO MEASURE CURTAINS 

SPECIAL OFFER - Made to any size, out of any fabric in stock at the following Crazy Low Prices 


Curtain Drop 

50" Width 
(each curtain) 

75" Width 
(each curtain) 

100" Width 
(each curtain) 

125" Width 
(each curtain) 

150" Width 
(each curtain) 

Up to 54" Drop 

Up to 72" Drop 

Up to 90" Drop 

Up to 100" Drop 

Up to 110" Drop 

£70 pair!! 

£80 pair!! 

£90 pair!! 

£100 pair!! 

£110 pair!! 

£100 pair!! 

£110 pair!! 

£120 pair!! 

£130 pair!! 

£140 pair!! 

£130 pair!! 

£140 pair!! 

£150 pair!! 

£160 pair!! 

£170 pair!! 

£160 pair!! 

£170 pair!! 

£180 pair!! 

£190 pair!! 

£200 pair!! 

£190 pair!! 
£200 pair!! 
£210 pair!! 
£220 pair!! 
£230 pair!! 


These unbel evable prices include the fabric of your choice, lining, heading tape and make up cost!! 


Bridgend Fabrics Unit 3, Kestrel CL, Bridgend Ind. Est. CF313RW 01656 767000 

































































20 - THE GEM 


www. facebook.com/slainorsansemwww.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, October 11th, 2012 



ST RICHARD GWYN 
HOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 

The only faith secondary school in the Vale 

Applications will be considered from families of a non-Catholic 
background in accordance with our admission criteria. 



ever GCSE results 82% A* - C grades Summer 2012 

If you would like for your child... 

• high academic expectations and achievement for aii 

• opportunities to thrive in and outside the ciassroom 

• first-ciass teaching from speciaiist and committed staff 

• exceiient faciiities in a safe and pieasant environment 

- then you are warmly Invited to our... 

OPEN EVENING 

on Thursday 18th October 2012 
from 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm 

Headteacher, Mr Mike Clinch, will address prospective 
parents at the start of the evening in the school hall 



In the school survey parents said... ^^how happy 
and confident their children had been since starting 
at St Richard Gwyn.^^ 


In the latest inspection, St Richard Gwyn was 
judged to be a “Good” school because of our 
standards achieved and the positive attitudes 
of our pupils to work and school life. 



Ski Trip December 2011. 


ST RICHARD GWYN CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 

ARGAE LANE, BARRY, VALE OF GLAMORGAN, CF63 1BL. Tel: 01446 729250 

Email: info@stnchardgwyn.co.uk 

For further information please visit our website www.strichardgwyn.co.uk 
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ST RICHM 


I'AfiJOU*: iJJ'jiJ 

Celebrates 25 years at the 'Top of the Class' 



U M 


Jubilee celebration coincides 
with launch of "Year of Faith’ 


I N just a few days 
time, St Richard 
Gwyn Catholic 
High School will 
mark its Silver 
Jubilee - and there 
is an open invitation 
to former pupils and 
members of staff, 
and parents whose 
youngsters have 


attended the school, 
to take part in the 
celebrations. 

On October 20, from 
12 noon to 4pm, the ‘25 
Year Reunion’ will be a 
day of nostalgia, a time 
to look to the future and 
an event launched by a 
special visitor. 

His Grace, George 
Stack, the Archbishop of 


Cardiff, will celebrate 
Holy Mass - and there 
will be the chance for 
people to meet up with 
old school friends or 
work colleagues, have 
photos taken, enjoy a 
tour of the school, try 
today’s school dinners, 
and watch the Old Boys’ 
football match. 

Souvenir booklets 
with photos from the last 


Dr Kay Swinburne MEP 

congratulates 
St Richard Gwyn 
Catholic High School on 25 
years of excellent education 

www.kayswinburne.co.uk 

« "i":. .... ©5^ 


D 



25 years will be on sale, 
and photos on the day 
will be taken by a pro¬ 
fessional photographer. 

Mrs Nicky Price, the 
school’s chaplain, 
emphasised that a key 
part of the celebrations 
would be the Archbishop 
launching the ‘Year of 
Faith’ in the school. 

“Pope Benedict XVI 
declared the Year of 
Faith, which encourages 
people to think about, or 
to rediscover, their faith 
and it is very important 
to us as a Catholic 
school.” 

The Year of Faith 
runs from today, October 
11, until November 24, 
2013. 

St Richard Gwyn is 
funded by the church 
and is the only second¬ 
ary faith school in the 
Vale. 

The school dates back 
to 1965. 

Mrs Price explained; 
“It was originally called 
St Cadoc’s. In 1987, the 
Cardiff area set up the 
tertiary system - the 
school was renamed St 
Richard Gwyn and it 


twikNr 


V 


St David's 





and of St£lavfld"t CotHoic Sixth 

Ridiord 

Gwyncs^ratukitiom on annkmory. Wc con look 

fon/wvfto a fttfther Anitent yeovMf patneflhip 


took pupils aged from 11 
to 16. A new sixth form 
- St David’s College - 
was opened at the same 
time in Cardiff.” 

Nowadays, the school 
takes youngsters from St 
Joseph’s Primary School 
in Penarth and St 
Helen’s Primary School 
in Barry - along with 
Christian youngsters 
from across the Vale, 
and young people of 
other faiths. Some pupils 
attend from Cardiff. 

The school is 650 
strong and has a staff of 
39 teachers and 21 sup¬ 
port staff. Its strong 
faith-based ethos and the 
high standards recog¬ 
nised in ESTYN reports 
means it is over-sub¬ 
scribed. 

Mrs Price said the key 
aim of the school was to 
help each individual 
pupil “become the fullest 
human being they are 
meant to be” as a child 
of God. 

Mr Dave Short, the 
head of pastoral care, 
stressed; “We are inter¬ 
ested in the spiritual and 
moral aspect of a pupil - 
in fact, the child as a 
whole person. All the 
children in the school 
are noticed.” 

On the day The GEM 
visited the school, the 


school staff knew all the 
names of the children 
reporting to the recep¬ 
tion area requesting 
help. 

Mr Short said that St 
Richard Gwyn was 
recognised for its excel¬ 
lent “sector-leading 
practice in the care of 
children and providing 
opportunities for them”. 

Three years ago, a 
committee of the Welsh 
Assembly was impressed 
by the maturity of St 
Richard Gwyn’s head 
girl when she spoke to 
them - she was just 15- 
years-old! 

It’s hardly surprising 
then that with the com¬ 
mitment of the staff at St 
Richard Gwyn, young¬ 
sters have excelled in a 
wide range of areas; at 
Britain’s top universities, 
in NASA, in the 
European Parliament, in 
developing countries 
across the globe, in char¬ 
itable work and the 
sporting arena. 

The school motto is 
Optimum Tantum - ‘only 
the best is good enough 
for God’, something 
both staff and pupils 
strive to live out in their 
daily lives. 

SEE MORE 
PICTURES ON 
PAGE 22. 



A.G. Adams & Son 

Funeral Directors 


Serving Barry & Vale for over 100 years. 

Congratulations to 
St Richard Gwyn School 
on their 25th anniversary 


Gladstone Road, Barry 
Tel: 01446 735128 
www.nnylocalfuneraldirector.co.uk 


bUibenrtsondpuu^pufton 
St (bchOKl open in St Dovid s CatMK Siicih Fomr 

CoBogtontHeWiNo%fnter.4pm flpnt V^hopctomcvt you vxri. 

VMt the Mbslte to (ii^ out rrioce: 



POSTCARDS 
& STAMP 
COLLECTIONS 

Bought for cash. 

We are delighted to support 
St Richard Gyvyn Catholic High 
School on their 25th anniversary. 

Tel: 01446 741026 


St Andrews Major Golf Club 

Argae Lane, Barry CF63 IBL 

(Voucher valid 1st November 2012 
to 1st February 2013) 

18 Holes of Golf 
For Two - £20 

(Limited avaiiabiiity) 


To purchase Voucher 
Telephone 01446 722227 
Or email: 

secretary@stanclrewsmajorgolfclub.com 



• Equipment not included but may be 
available to hire 

» Players MUST wear Golf Attire 


OFFER extended until 31st October 


All Credit and Debit Cards Accepted 




Kj 


K.T. Electronics 

and communications 


Supply and Installation of: 

• Telephone Systems 
• Computer Networking 
• Internet Services 
• Stage, Sound & Lighting 


We are pleased to supply 
St Richard Gwyn and 
congratulate them on their 
25th Anniversary 


Please call today for free advice and 

a no obligation quotation 

S 029 2059 9486 

info@ktelectronics.co.uk 
WWW. ktelectron ics.co. u k 


JANE HUTT AM 


Labour Assembly Member 
for the Vale of Glamorgan 



Best wishes to 
St Richard Gwyn on the 
25th anniversary of the school 

janehutt.co.uk • 01446 740981 
j ane.hutt@wales.gov.uk 

Regular surgeries held throughout the Vale 
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St Richard Gwyn 
prepares to mark 
landmark Jubilee 



Flying the school banner! St Richard Gwyn pupils and the head of 
pastoral care, Mr Dave Short, in King Square, Barry letting 
local people know about the 25 Year Reunion event at the school. 


PUPILS of St Richard Gwyn 
joined forces with the Vale of 
Glamorgan Band recently to 
promote their Jubilee celebra¬ 
tions taking place at the school 
on October 20. 

A school spokesman said: “They 
also helped to raise money for a brass 
band in Haiti which is still dealing 


with the devastating aftermath of the 
2010 earthquake 

“The school is inviting anyone 
associated with it in the past, includ¬ 
ing former pupils, staff and parents to 
join them on the day.” 

For more information about the 
Jubilee, please contact the school on 
01446 729250 email 
admin @ strichardgwyn. co. uk. 



ABOVE: St Richard Gwyn pupils are strong supporters 
of the Fairtrade movement. 



ABOVE: St Richard Gwyn’s basketball team have been Welsh 
schools’ champions for three years. 



ABOVE: Can you name any of the members of staff in this 
photograph which was taken around 1972? 


VOLUNTEERS GET STUCK 
IN AT NATURE RESERVE! 


MORE than 50 vol¬ 
unteers came 

together to work at 
the East Aberthaw 
Nature Reserve for 
the annual conser¬ 
vation day. 

Helpers ranged from 
year-12 students in 
Llantwit Major 

Comprehensive to teams 
from Lafarge and the 
Welsh Government. 

Local residents and 
Aberthaw Power Station 
staff also worked on var¬ 
ious tasks at the nature 
reserve, which is owned 
by the power station and 
managed in conjunction 
with the Wildlife Trust. 

The power station 
sponsored the event and 
received support from 
site contractors towards 
the facilities. 

Due to the weather 
this year, weeds had 
encroached onto one of 
the main paths, and there 
was water-logging in 
some areas. 

A spokeswoman said: 
’’Drainage channels were 
created and wood chip 
laid, as well as the weeds 
cut back to expose the 
path and water channel 
that provides vital habi¬ 
tats for the wide variety 
of birds, insects and 
mammals that live at the 
reserve. 

“Year-4 pupils from 
Eagleswell Primary 
School took part in a 
nature day to coincide 
with the event. After 
learning about different 
habitats at the ACE2 
building at the power sta¬ 
tion, the children walked 
to the reserve for a bug, 
bird and berry hunt. 

“It was a busy day for 
the reserve, with some 
excellent results and 
many an interesting 
find.” 


Charity 

support 

A BARRY councillor, 
Richard Berlin, has 
signed up to be a regu¬ 
lar donor of the Tall 
Ships Youth Trust. 

He will give up some 
of his monthly 
allowance to the UK 
sail training organisa¬ 
tion dedicated to the 
personal development 
of young people. 

Coun Berlin said: 
“This is a fantastic 
group and I am pleased 
to support them.’* 

Beer 

festival 

THIS year’s Barry 
West End Beer 
Eestival takes place 
on October 12-14 at 
the clubhouse. 

The club has been the 
CAMRA club of the 
year for the Vale and 
Bridgend for the last 
seven years, and the real 
ale festival is a popular 
fixture. 

Real ales available 
will include: 05 Gold, 
Thunderbird, Cwtch, 
Bishops Einger, Welsh 
Red and Ghost Ship. 



ABOVE: Eagleswell Primary School pupils came along for the conservation day. 



ABOVE: Some of the volunteers who helped on the day. 



ABOVE: Nigel Ajax Lewis, of the wildlife 
trust, helps a pupil identify a caterpillar. 


Local Scouts 
say thanks 

BARRY District Scouts have given a big 
thank you to RWE who have purchased 
new sails for their Topper Dinghies. 

Dr Mark Picton, a manager at Aberthaw Power 
Station andAlun Cairns MP for the Vale attended a 
ceremony at the Sea Cadet Boating Base where Dr 
Picton was presented with a token of thanks by the 
District Commissioner Keith Williams. 

They also examined the new pontooning provided 
by grants from the Vale of Glamorgan Grant and 
Barry Youth Watersports. 

They were taken for a short sail in the boats with 
Nigel Vick, Barry District Scout treasurer and RYA 
sailing coach. 

The boats then spent the weekend on the water 
giving many Scouts their first experience of sailing, 
as part of the Water Activity Weekend, which was vis¬ 
ited by Bear Grylls the Chief Scout. 


Businessmen 
are spared jail 
after appeal 

order by transferring 
assets and had underpaid 
his partner company, 
Templeton, by at least 
£2.3 million. 

Panesar set up the 
company with his father- 
in-law Anthony Thomas. 

He was initially sen¬ 
tenced to nine months 
jail and Thomas four 
months - but both were 
granted bail pending 
their appeal. 

The Appeal Court 
quashed the prison terms 
due to the “exceptional 
personal mitigation” 
from his family, which 
included a letter from his 
daughter, Anysha, plead¬ 
ing that her father be 
spared going to prison. 

Lord Justice Rix 
allowed the appeal at the 
Civil Appeal Court and 
suspended his sentence 
for two years. 

The court was told 
that he is now “far 
removed from his once 
luxurious life” - and is 
“financially ruined and 
bankrupt”. 

Lord Rix said: “The 
public interest will be 
sufficiently vindicated 
by suspending the term”. 

The Panesars came to 
prominence in the Vale 
when Mr Singh paid an 
estimated £20,000 to 
host a party for his 
daughter Anysha which 
was featured on MTV’s 
‘Super Sweet 16’ series. 

The court was told 
that Panesar, 45, and his 
wife Caroline, 43, now 
face losing their luxury 
£500,000 home and their 
six-acre estate in the 
Vale. 


A Llantwit Major 
motor insurer and 
his father-in-law 
have been spared 
serving a jail sen¬ 
tence on health 
grounds. 

Harbinder Singh 
Panesar made his money 
through his insurance 
company, Motorcare 
Warranties, which col¬ 
lapsed. 

An investigation by 
the Einancial Services 
Authority found that the 
company left a trail of 
victims whose motor 
insurance policies were 
worthless. 

A bankruptcy hearing 
in the High Court 
banned Panesar from 
setting up a new busi¬ 
ness but he did so under 
the name, Motorcare 
Elite, and was then 
found to be in contempt 
of court. 

The new firm’s web¬ 
site described the busi¬ 
ness as “an established 
family-owned company 
that has built up an 
excellent reputation over 
the years.” 

But he had defied an 


Coaches up for top awards 


THREE sports coaches from the 
area have been named as finalists 
in the Sport Wales Coach of the 
Year Awards 2012, to be held at 
the body’s national centre in 
Cardiff on November 14. 

Anthony Hughes, an athletics 
coach from the Vale, Pontyclun net- 
ball coach Sarah Goulden and Barry 
gymnastics coach Olivia Bryl are all 
up for top awards, the first for ‘High 
Performance Coach of the Year’, with 


the latter two battling it out for 
‘Young Coach of the Year’. 

After sifting through a record num¬ 
ber of entries, a panel of judges - 
which included representatives of 
sports governing bodies, young peo¬ 
ple, sports coach UK, Disability Sport 
Wales and Sport Wales - have man¬ 
aged to whittle down the nominations 
and find their favourites. 

For more information, visit: 

WWW. sportwales. org. uk/coa- 
choftheyear. 
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‘A TAME AND MEDIOCRE OFFERING’ SAYS OUR MAN 


NEWS IN AND OUT OF CLASS 
AT YSGOL DEWl SANT 


Neeson’s specific set of skills 
fail to liven up action sequel 


H aving 

come to 
widespread 
public notice in 
Schindler’s List, 
Liam Neeson 
became one of the 
biggest stars in 
Hollywood, strad¬ 
dling the art/com- 
merce divide by 
popping up in the 
likes of The 
Phantom Menace 
and The Haunting, 
but balancing it 
with the likes of 
Rob Roy and 
Michael Collins. 

However, Neeson’s 
career was in something 
of a stasis in the middle 
of the last decade, 
before action movie 
Taken became a surprise 
hit, and revitalised his 
career as a (older) man 
of action. 

He returns as Bryan 
Mills in Taken 2, which 
sees the family of the 
men he slaughtered in 
the first film vowing 
revenge on Mills, his 
wife (Famke Jansenn) 
and his daughter Kim 
(Maggie Grace); when 
Mills and his wife are 
‘taken’, it is down to 
Kim to try and save 
them while Mills works 


out when exactly to 
unleash his specific set 
of skills... 

If you’ve watched 
any action movie and 
wondered what happens 
to the families of those 
nameless, and often 
faceless, henchmen of 
the film’s main villain 
when they are offed in a 
variety of bloody and 
brutal ways, then Taken 
2 at least offers some 
kind of answer. They 
vow to take revenge on 
the man who murdered 
their boss. 

From this jumping- 
off point you would 
hope that Taken 2 would 
follow its progenitor in 
delivering a taut, sur¬ 
prisingly enjoyable, 
piece of work that 
makes no pretentions 
but delivers thrills and 
the pleasure of seeing 
Oskar Schindler beating 
up an array of swarthy, 
eastern European men 
in a range of 
leisurewear. 

What you actually 
get is a film that undoes 
much of the goodwill of 
the first outing, and 
simply offers a vague 
retread of that film 
devoid of the more sat¬ 
isfying moments; there 
is no foreboding mono¬ 
logue delivered with 
deadly intent by 
Neeson, nor is there 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

©GEMScreenTalk 


anything that feels dif¬ 
ferent or exciting. 

Much of this is the 
fault of screenwriters 
Luc Besson and Robert 
Mark Kamen, writers 
who are more than 
versed in the world of 
generic action having, 
between them, written 
the likes of The 
Transporter 2, Kiss Of 
The Dragon, 
Colombiana and Taken 
itself. Sadly, here they 
are on unsteady ground, 
the neat role-reversal of 
the first half of the film 
giving way to Neeson 
brawling his way 
through a rescue mis¬ 
sion. 

Yes, that was more or 
less what took place in 


Taken, but that was shot 
through with some 
clever direction, a keen 
sense of playing the 
genre and Neeson’s 
game and sturdy per¬ 
formance. 

Here, with Olivier 
Megaton in the direc¬ 
tor’s chair, he maintains 
his record of creating 
dull, by-the-numbers 
action movies. The 
action is edited to with¬ 
in an inch of his life, 
while the director fails 
to bring any sizzle or 
sparkle to proceedings. 

The film is similarly 
encumbered by its faint¬ 
ly ridiculous 12A rating, 
the fight sequences soft¬ 
ened down to almost 
nothing. Judging from 
the cuts, there is almost 
certainly a higher rated 
DVD in the offering, 
but it should have been 
the one on cinema 
screens, the fans of the 
first film being let down 
by the tame violence on 
show. 

Even Liam Neeson 
seems slightly bored, 
even if his unerring, 
control-freak character 
is by miles the best 
thing on show here. 

Belying his 60 years, 
Neeson shows he can 
still hang with the 
young guns in some 
hard-hitting moments, 
while his brow never 


strays too far from 
being furrowed, the 
actor lighting up the 
film. 

While Maggie Grace 
tries in a far more pro¬ 
active role and doesn’t 
do too bad a job, Eamke 
Janssen is nothing but a 
damsel in distress and 
Rade Serbedzija, as the 
head of the family chas¬ 
ing Mills, can now add 
‘cliched eastern 
European baddie’ to his 
CV. 

While sequels very 
often fail to enthral like 
the original, it is disap¬ 
pointing that Taken 2 
didn’t offer more for 
Neeson’s Mills to do. 
Instead, its storyless 
retread of the first film 
is a damp squib rather 
than gigantic explosion. 

VERDICT: A tame 
and mediocre offering. 
Taken 2 takes the good¬ 
will of the first film and 
throws it away. 
Disappointing and 
underwhelming action 
coupled with a non¬ 
existent narrative, Liam 
Neeson’s turn is the 
only real shining light 
here in a generic, by- 
the-numbers offering. 
Poor. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: The 

Transporter (2002), 
Taken (2008). 


Back in class with 
a busy few weeks 



Pupils are enjoying cooked school dinners in the canteen for the first 
time. 


IT has been a busy first few 
weeks in Ysgol Dewi Sant as 
the school opened its doors for 
the autumn term. 

The school has grown in numbers 
since it opened back in September 
2011, and now has 33 children from 
nursery to year-1. 

The children have been eating hot 
school dinners in the hall for the first 
time and they have enjoyed climbing 
along the new activity trail in the 
playground. The new outdoor class¬ 
room area has proved a great success 
as children can now experiment in the 
outdoors under the canopy. 

The school also won a HSBC 
school wildlife grant and has bought a 
variety of nesting boxes and bird 
feeders. 

The children are now looking for¬ 
ward to seeing birds come here dur¬ 
ing the autumn and winter months. 

Onions 

THE children at Ysgol 
Gymraeg Dewi Sant were 
delighted find a range of veg¬ 
etables had grown in the 



The children were delighted by the 
onions waiting for them in the 
school’s garden this term. 


school vegetable garden over 
the summer. 

Along with a mixture of herbs 
including mint, coriander and chives, 
the children pulled out five extra 
large onions. They were the largest 
onions Miss Samuel had ever seen! 

The children carefully cut the 
onions (trying not to cry!) and used 
them to make tasty, healthy pizzas. 

RS 



DOOR fn 
DOCTOR- 

2 ESS ms, 2SSS COST 


TUt' Ootrr OotAtrr 

01446 688018 
01656 360027 


Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

T^nca^^tkeDoop 

A family business with vast experience in the 
replacement door and worktop market. 

Everything you require from the doors, to 
worktops and new appliances and si 
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The Head Teacher 
Dr J P Hicks, 

Governors and Staff 
invite you to our 

OPEN 

EVENING 

Thursday 
18th October 
6pm - 8pm 

At St Gyres we are proud of the 
achievements of all our students: 
their excellent academic results at 
GCSE and A Level; the artistic flair 
of our musicians and the sporting 
accolades of our numerous sports 
teams. 

Our team of dedicated teachers 
and students looK forward to 
meeting you during the course 
of the evening. 
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Flagship Music in the 
Vale concert a success 





ABOVE: Vale dignitaries and performers are pictured at the 
Music in the Vale concert at the Pierhead Buildings Cardiff Bay. 


RECENTLY, as part of 
its continuing aim to pro¬ 
vide performance oppor¬ 
tunities for young musi¬ 
cians, Music in the Vale 
held its flagship concert 
in the Pierhead Building, 
Cardiff Bay, sponsored 
by Vale AM Jane Hutt. 

The AM reported: “The 
standard of the young soloists, 
both instrumentalists and 
singers, was breathtaking. 

“I was delighted to see the 
Pierhead Building filled with 


parents, friends, tutors and 
civic dignitaries to applaud 
their talent. Thanks go to the 
hard work of ‘Music in the 
Vale’ for enabling this to hap¬ 
pen.” 

The Music in the Vale’s 
competition is to be held this 
year on Saturday, November 
24 (singers) and Sunday, 
November 25 (instrumental¬ 
ists). The closing date for 
entries is November 5. 

For more information, go 
to: www.musicinthevale.org.uk. 

Ann Humphrey 


Great Wall of China reunion 


Some of the Great 
Wall of China 
trekkers at their 
one-year reunion 
in Cardiff Bay’s 
Salt Bar recently. 

FOLLOWING the 
success of last 
year’s ‘Great Wall 
of China Trek’, 
Penarth hospice 
trekkers recently 
organised a reunion 
to celebrate their 
achievements one 
year on. 

The annual treks are a 
favourite for people 
looking for a challenge 
while raising money for 
the nurses at the local 
Marie Curie Hospice - 
this dedicated group of 
34 raised more than 
£130,000! 

Penarth trekker Fran 
Johnson said; “The 
Great Wall of China 
challenge was the mad¬ 
dest thing I have ever 
done, but I loved every 
minute and I wouldn’t 
hesitate to do it again. 


HALLOWEEN CHARITY CAVE CAPER 

The first ever ‘Halloween Cave Caper’has been jointly organised 
by Ty Hafan and the Duke of Edinburgh Awards, and will take 
place on Wednesday, October 31, at Dan-yr-Ogof Show caves in 
the Neath Valley from 4pm to 9pm. 

A three-kilometre walk through the spectacular cave system will 
make its way along spooky passageways before emerging tem¬ 
porarily into dark woods. The five-kilometre ‘Halloween Scream 
and Zombie Run ’ starts in the Cathedral Cave, before going out¬ 
side through the woods, where walkers will experience the eerie 
sounds and shadows of the countryside at night. 

Tickets are £10, (£25 for a family ticket) plus a minimum spon¬ 
sorship of £25 per participant. Children under four go free. 

All money raised will be divided between Ty Hafan and the 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards. 



“The challenge 
proved to be a life¬ 
changing experience, so 
when meeting up at the 
one-year reunion, I made 
up my mind to take on 
my next challenge, 
which is the Inca Trail in 
Peru, May 2014. The 
money I intend to raise 
will again go towards 
the care given by the 
Marie Curie Hospice.” 

This next big adven¬ 
ture, in May 2014, gives 
the chance to travel to 
Peru and trek the Inca 
Trail to support the work 
of the Marie Curie nurs¬ 
es. 

Spread over 10 days, 
the challenge includes 
six days of trekking, tak¬ 
ing in the sights of the 
former Royal Inca high¬ 
way as you near the 
heart of the Peruvian 
jungle. 

For more information, 
call the fundraising 
office on 02920 426068, 
or register online at: 
www.mariecurie.org.uk 


Art Central 
Friends’ AGM 


ART Central 
Friends recently 
held their AGM at 
the Art Central 
Gallery, Old Town 
Hall, Barry. 

The new positions 
were decided, with the 
new chairperson being 
Monika Jones; vice 
chairperson: Eve Hart; 
treasurer: Ann Townson 
and the minutes secre¬ 
tary; Audrey Jones. The 
committee is looking for 
a volunteer to take on the 
role of secretary. 

After the meeting, the 
Cardiff Drawing Group 
members were invited 
by Professor Tony Curtis 
to talk about their work 
currently on exhibition 
at the gallery till mid- 
October. 

The theme of the 


evening - a much-trod¬ 
den path for the group’s 
members - was ‘What is 
a drawing?’ 

Many of the exhibits 
were not what the gener¬ 
al public would think of 
and perceive as draw¬ 
ings, as there were items 
of mixed media, paint¬ 
ings, 3D work, as well as 
a piece of needle wall 
art, alongside images 
which we would all call 
drawings. 

Professor Curtis chal¬ 
lenged the group to 
explain how they could 
call their various art 
pieces a drawing. 

It was a most interest¬ 
ing and lively discus¬ 
sion. The exhibition con¬ 
sists of an eclectic mix of 
works and ideas. 

MJ 



THE CJS-WRTER PENNY C.\rE. 



Autumn Colours at 



S calJy\^:igiol Cowhfidftc been dre^wmg chiMrrn fmm 

all over the V^c and hcyxind for 4Jmof.t twenty five ytar*. 
I^jihulout orw runge* from blrtli to 14 \Ttn Km'C arrived trotn 
TimherUiKly Jean IWjrget, Pampoliru, R.inilc ct Rroe, Joiiler and 
mnn>" more. New to thi$ aimimn b Deux par Deux* 

gorgeous colourful and typically' French! AUo Lizzie Shirt, a fun 
comptcmpocy range unng variety of fabrics including polar ilcccc^ 
hand dy^ed bold cotton prints and dlstinctn*e tnmmtr^p^ all deseed 
and beautifiillr made by* tire seaside in Cornwall. 

Coming soon > Eliane et l^ena truly special dresses with beautihil 
detail and tlie sufieiPt of raiUe, this tppooe! \Tdt the Quarter 
R:nny Cafe Cuwhridgc to rccioe vour 10% off postcard which may 
be uKxl against all of our new autumiVwinter rar^ges, you will ahM> 
be entered into our free prize draw for u chance to wm a 4100 n^lfi 
stHichcf when you vi^it list i»hopf VViocbcr valid unul 28/W12 

Imberiandft EmiieeCRpse 


2 Willow Walk, Cowuridge, Vale or Glamorgan, CF71 7EE T. 01446 772 104 
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Plan your transport for that 
special Christmas party night 


T here are 
just 75 days 
to go until 
Christmas and 
local businesses and 
companies are 
starting to book 
their venues for the 
annual office party. 

The Vale and 
Bridgend offer a huge 


variety of festive desti¬ 
nations, from seaside 
restaurants, to country 
pubs. 

Whatever the loca¬ 
tion of the venue your 
staff choose to mark 
their Christmas cele¬ 
bration, one thing is 
guaranteed: it will 
involve a journey back 
home late at night. 


That is why it is 
advisable to heed the 
maxim ‘Don’tDrink 
and Drive!’ 

It is natural that at 
the end of a long year, 
people want to enjoy 
themselves with work 
colleagues, enjoy a 
meal and have a few 
drinks. 

But the conse¬ 


quences of driving 
afterwards could be 
serious. Drinking 
impairs people’s abili¬ 
ty to drive. 

No one wants to 
cause an accident or 
be stopped by the 
police and tested with 
a breathalyser. 

One instance of 
drink-driving could 
lead to injury, or a 
lengthy ban, with 
which could have 
knock-on conse¬ 
quences at work. 

The best thing is to 
make proper prepara¬ 
tions in the days lead¬ 
ing up to your party. 

Perhaps you should 
book a taxi to take you 
home. 

Alternatively, if a 
number of people live 
in the same area or 
town, reserving a 
mini-bus is a great 
idea - spreading the 
cost. 

Nowadays, people 
tend to be more aware 
of their responsibilities 
when they go out in 
the evening. 

The Christmas party 
season is one of the 
most frenetic times for 
taxi firms, so make 
sure you call them well 
in advance, and con¬ 
firm the booking a day 
or two in advance. 



A 


Enjoy your 
Christmas Party 

@ 

^2/k!^d Jjon 

Bonvilston 

3 COURSE 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 

£ 15.95 per person 

from 6.30pm each evening 

2 COURSE 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

£ 11.95 per person 

from l2noon 

Available from Saturday 1st December through 
to Monday 24th December (Except Sundays). 

December 26th -30th 

‘BRUNCH WEEK’ 

Join us for New Years Eve 

‘BACK TO THE 70s’ 

BONVILSTON 01446 781208 


www.victoriainn.co.uk 





Victoria Inn 

SIGINGSTONE 
Nr Cowbridge 

CHRISTMAS 
FAYREj^ 

CHRISTMAS LUNC^ 

2/3 COURSE - £12.95/£15.95 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 
4 COURSE DINNER £21.95 

Enjoy a FREE bottle of wine 
for every 6 people - bookings received 
by Wednesday 31 October 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

LUNCH - £54.95 

Free House • Family Run • Extensive Menu 

All freshly prepared, using the finest local produce 

DAILY TWO-COURSE SPECIALS £9.95 
LUNCHTIME (Served Mon-Sat) 

Menu choices include popular roast option! 


RENOWNED 
‘SPECIALITY’ PIES 

SUNDAY LUNCH 
still only £7.95 


Food served Sunday Evenings 6.30 - 9pm 

^ 01446 773943 


Quality assured at affordable prices 



Emily wins a young 
entrepreneur award 



ABOVE: Emily Webb with John Oliver (far left) education business adviser with Careers 
Wales and young entrepreneurs Nathan Dicks of Rewise Learning (second right) 
and George Ikamba of Mr G’s Soul Kitchen (far right). 


BUSINESS owner Emily 
Webb was recently band¬ 
ed tbe Young 
Entrepreneur of tbe Year 
award at this year’s South 
Wales Business Awards, 
held at the Bear Hotel, 
Cowbridge. 

The 23-year-old managing 
director of Oarsome Potential 
Ltd waled away with one of the 


top awards from the event, 
organised by Welsey Skene of 
Cowbridge-based WS 
Marketing. 

Sponsored by Careers 
Wales, the Young Entrepreneur 
Award was presented to Emily 
for the design and development 
of her award-winning product 
called the Oarsome Potential 
Grip. The multi-use ergonomic 
handgrips were originally 
designed for use by profession¬ 


al and amateur rowers on row¬ 
ing oars and are now adapted 
for use on indoor rowing 
machines, helping to reduce 
pain and calluses forming on 
the hands of gym users. 

The antibacterial grips also 
help relieve pain in the hands, 
arms and shoulders of long and 
short term crutch users and 
are supplied to a high profile 
military charity. 


Sea Scouts ^on parade’ to 
collect awards from Mayor 



ON October 2, 
Beavers, Cubs and 
one Scout received 
their Chief Scout 
bronze, silver and 
gold awards respec¬ 
tively, from the Vale 
of Glamorgan 
Mayor at their head¬ 
quarters in llminster 
Street, Barry. 

The photos show 
James Harris receiving 
his Chief Scout gold 
award from the Mayor 
and Cubs with their 
leaders accompanied by 
the Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress. 



LDP: ‘PLEDGE EXPOSED’ 


I N The GEM on 
April 26, Phillip 
Irwin reported 
that in a shock 
move one week 
before the May 
elections, the 
Labour Party in the 
Vale pledged to 
scrap the LDP and 
start all over again. 

The Labour group 
leader, Neil Moore, 
was quoted as saying: 

“ A Labour-run Vale 
Council will go back to 
the drawing board and 
begin the process 
again.” 


However, Alun 
Cairns MP has now 
exposed the fact that 
Labour had no such 
intention. 

All the Vale coali¬ 
tion has done is to 
merely revise, not 
scrap the LDP plan, 


and Labour councillor 
Lis Burnet’s subse¬ 
quent feeble attempt to 
cover up the fact that 
they had misled the 
electorate just does not 
wash. 

You would think 
that a councillor with 


so many cabinet posts 
would know exactly 
what the Vale Labour 
Party meant when 
they published their 
election promise to 
scrap the LDP. 
Gordon Wilkie, 
(Conservative voter). 


Wenvoe Trials 


Keen cross-country riders are 
looking forward to an exciting 
day on Sunday, October 14, 
when the Glamorgan Hunter 
Trials will again be held at Alps 
Park, Wenvoe. All classes are 


open to juniors and adults, with 
jumps from 1ft 8” to 3ft 6” aver¬ 
age. The open class, to finish the 
day, has big prize money and 
this time is open to all age 
groups. Contact 07798903781. 
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Customers vote MPN 
best in WatesI 

... Vv'jlitj 

C/i.jtn/ifO.n p-r 

Tht: Etmily-ruii ;iiid 

conyerva tog r com p an y -has 

in C^irdiff, 

Meath, Pori Talbot. Brtd^*nd and 
Al2i?rdaT0 > has been^t^ed fcESt m 
Wntr^ m n natkmnl con-.iimcr 

MPM's comes fr om the 

mdcpcodcnfi^rtnclrw 
or^^Mii^tion Metv^ork VEKA, a lusque 
sectoral standards ca^msation 
that the ecii^:cnl 

mosi^m^fe^iOTTat y^mdo^ aird duor 
compfims, and then makes sure 
!hir7,:,li*y the bnNt. AM pro:>pec:1ivn 
members iinUergorj^iOijs vetting 
before b«nf| accepted and m^t 
.f^rnn tn regular aiirhts nnd Iratning 
In this way. Nebinofk VEKA c^n be 
« confid^t giiakty of its 
membofN wnMi thnt every orttr is .inir 
to oftt^ the ten year 

iQfcurarce-backed rnr^^antee. 

The ttjSLil! was calL^lated tron> Itte 
Customs Sa:istacifon retuffis of 
Tt r e dy tfi OGO hout^ehold*^ ;»cr«^ 
Britaai attd Ireland - ev^y sirrgle 
custamcr o- every momhpr company 
tor ttm whole year, with the award 
bein<^ presented by ^looker legend 
Steve E)dvts at Network VWA'sJtGM 
m-Choshim. 

SiK times Wodd Champion St»^ 
vr*Tn IS al^io the Brand AmbasiuidQf 
Um Network VEKA, told Wo? MPN 
tifiT *AII Network VEKA members 
rmi!44biin incrnciihly high sUirifhmlK, so 
you really are competino acainsl the 
best of the best Congretutalions 

MPN's Paul V/ebster coltecled the 
trophy and s^id of the win "Our 
n^putiiMon is very imfiortard to us 
and we are esitreniety committed to 
customer service ft's^yrei^to bo 
recognised for ail ouf li mi —li ‘ 

S^e Oavis pnMPnifi tho trophy to 
P.iuMHMclijnic WS>&ler and Piful ^ 
Hannaft CtasTonburvL 


lommeiM by Steve Daids 

^ Hctn, Pi&f h^Al 


MPN Windows, your local Netgrork VEBt mi 

■ I / mJU’fii lihtf [(X !!?*“ 


Repair Service Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 


BEVELLED FRONT DOORS £499 IF ORDERED BY DECEMBER 31st 


d f^indoMv&^ doors 

E£] full rafuir servico aiail.^l« 

irT Pfe« verttcul blind!> 

Ll Wiilw r;iiuji ■ vf A rini«h«v 

Ik: to* ytai 


lOYEARMBMHOfln 


Windovrs 


Doors • CooHerviUDfiM 


Opening Hours: Sam to 9pm 7 days a week 

For the Vale call 01446 439212 
Bridgend 01656 648464 
Cardiff 02920 508770 
Text 07976 640959 
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www.mpnwindows.com 
Email: mpnwindowscicaol.com 


cm Windows... Simply the Best 


AUTUMN . : 

SPECIAL , - ^ 
OFFER! ' 


Not to be missed... 

...stunning Bevelled Front Door 

Fully fitted only £499.00 


Local 
Business 
servir>g 
Local 
People 

■A 


Special Offer 
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Yale 


Award Wi nwing 
Famdy Owned 
Business 
since 1994 ! 


Amazing Offer 
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Llantwit Major RFC 
under-14s turn on the 
style with a fine victory 


IT was a day for 
running rugby as 
Llantwit under-14s 
took to the field 
against the might 
of Dinas Powys. 

Llantwit started 
strong and Taylor 
Addinson went over in 
the right-hand corner. 


Charlie Cook then 
went over in the right- 
hand corner and 
Matthew Cottington 
broke the Dinas defence 
and powered for the 
line. Converting his 
own try, Llantwit had a 
comfortable lead. 

Cook once again 
crossed the line but the 


home pack crashed over 
in the far left corner. 

One final burst from 
the Llantwit pack saw 
Watkins break the line 
and power over for a 
score under the posts. 
Alex Parry stepped up 
and slotted through the 
kick to close out the 
half, 29-5. 


Tom Slimmings put 
his name on the score- 
sheet and slotted home 
the conversion and, with 
the game clearly won, 
the Llantwit coaches 
shouted for the forwards 
to use the remaining 
game time to polish up 
on their rucking and 
mauling skills. 

Evan Holloway and 
Matthew Cottington 
notched for Llantwit but 
Dinas were not ready to 
lie down yet, and plenty 
of guts and determina¬ 
tion from the kick-off 
eventually resulted in a 
well-worked try with a 
conversion to follow to 
make the final score 46- 
12 . 

Team: Iwan Williams, 
Edward Thomas, 

Patrick O’carroll, Luc 
Morgan, Ethan Eorrest, 
Alex Parry, Charlie 
Cook, Dafydd Watkins, 
Tom Slimmings, Cai 
Jones, Scott Bunting, 
Evan Holloway (C), 
Taylor Addinson, 
Matthew Cottington, 

Ben Simpson, Ryan 
Allinson and Scott 
Ankin. 

AH 


Bridgend’s Alternative to main dealer prices... 

ujiJuij£j'Ju VOLVO 


TRUST THE CAR, TRUST OUR SERVICE 



• Fully equipped workshop with the very latest Volvo 
diagnostic technology 

• Volvo checklist issued with every service 

• Courtesy cars available • Local collection & delivery service 

• State of the art showroom with exceptionally 
comfortable waiting area 

Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
www.bvswales.co.uk 
For more information call 01656 769769 


Cowbridge rugby youngsters 
enjoy some mixed fortunes 


COWBRIDGE, although unable to pro¬ 
duce a performance to match that of the 
previous week, pushed a strong 
Rhiwbina side all the way before losing 
by three tries to two. 

The visitors opened the scoring after five min¬ 
utes with the ball travelling through four players’ 
hands before their centre scored a try under the 
posts, which was converted. 

Cowbridge hit back immediately with clever 
passing between Rhys Beynon and Sean Davies 
which allowed the latter to score in the corner, the 
difficult conversion was unsuccessful. 

The Rhiwbina pack began to dominate at this 
stage and despite brave tackling by Owain Jenkins, 
Tomos Evans-Williams and Charlie Martin they 
were unable to prevent the Cardiff side from scor¬ 
ing a second converted try. 

Just before half-time, Cowbridge centre Dan 
Bunney scored a fine individual try to leave the 
score at 14 points to 10 to Rhiwbina. 

At the start of the second half second rows Otto 
Guwy, who was outstanding throughout, and James 
Waters began to win good lineout ball for 


Cowbridge, and with outside half Cai Evans pin¬ 
ning Rhiwbina back in their own half with good 
tactical kicking, it seemed that a third try was 
inevitable. 

A good run by prop Ben Terry took the ball to 
within five metres of the line but Rhiwbina some¬ 
how managed to clear their ball into touch. 
Unfortunately, it was the visitors who scored the 
decisive and winning try with a just a few minutes 
remaining to win by 19 points to 10. 

Prominent in the Cowbridge pack were Duncan 
Ace, Josh Evans and Tom Edwards whilst the pick 
of the backs were Osian John, Joe Nott and Sam 
Palmer. 

COWBRIDGE 52 v KENFIG HILL 0 
COWBRIDGE won their first game of the sea¬ 
son with an eight-try demolition of Kenfig Hill. 

The home side dominated the game from start to 
finish, with tries from Sam John and Cai Evans 
(two apiece) and Rhys Beynon, Sam Palmer and 
Charlie Pegrum also on the score sheet. 

Outstanding up front were Will Couzins and 
Otto Guwy, while Joe Nott and Dewi Bennett 
shone in the backs. 

ML 


The Barrivale Club looks to 
increase its membership 


THE Barrivale Club is 
looking to increase its 
membership so it may 
continue to provide elderly 
and disabled people with a 
social evening to attend. 

The club was formed in March 
1994 when eight friends decided 
to form a group for elderly and 
disabled people to socialise. Led 
by Mrs Pat Warmsley, they all 
donated just £5 each to start up. 

Our first meeting was held at 
Highlight Park Nursery where 
membership drew very quickly. 
Eollowing a rent increase, they 
moved to Rondell House, where 


they again thrived. Membership 
reached a staggering 98 members 
in a short space of time. 

Holidays were able to be 
arranged, and carers could 
attend. Health and safety courses 
were therefore undertaken. 

Every year we entered the 
Barry Carnival with help from 
Mr Don Warmsley, its organiser, 
who eventually married Pat. 

In later years we re-located to 
Gwenog Court, but unfortunately 
in recent years our numbers have 
fallen as our oldest members 
have passed on and others have 
been unable to attend due to ill 
health. 


New members are warmly 
welcomed and our meetings are 
held every Thursday from 
6.30pm-9pm. 

Membership is £2 and we hold 
a donated raffle and lottery draw. 
Entertainment is provided by 
local artists and transport can be 
arranged by minibus from any 
area in Barry for a small charge. 

If you are interested, contact 
Mrs Edna Haslam (a founder 
member) on 01446 400209. 

Peter Walker 
Treasurer 
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Dr Who exhibit is a joy for 
adults and children alike! 


by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


F or those Dr 
Who fans who 
are still reach¬ 
ing for the tissues, 
having said a sad 
farewell to the 
Ponds, and know 
that they won’t get 
another Timelord 
fix until the 
Christmas special, 
there is a way to fill 
the hole in your 
lives. 

Recently opened in 
Cardiff Bay is the Dr 
Who Experience, a god¬ 
send for fans of the tele¬ 
vision institution that 
hits its 50th anniversary 
next year, and being the 
noble sort, I offered to 
go and check it out. 

Walking into the 
newly constructed build¬ 
ing, you are greeted by 
wall collages of some of 
the Doctor’s greatest 
foes, from Davros him¬ 
self to the slightly less 
menacing, but no less 
villainous Adipose, with 
a replica of the Doctor’s 
car, Bessie, taking pride 
of place in the waiting 
area. 

Once there, you are 
shepherded into an 
adventure which sees 
you help the Doctor as 



The exhibit gives you the chance to come face to face with the Daleks 
(above, left) and also see the Doctor’s famous TARDIS (right) up close. 


he comes up against his 
most deadly adversaries 
in a thrilling interactive 
journey. Using special 
effects, 3D and special¬ 
ly-shot footage of Matt 
Smith as the Doctor, it 
will thrill adults and 
children alike. 

With the chance to 
walk through sets that 
look like they’ve come 
straight from the screen, 
to the opportunity for the 
younger visitors to actu¬ 
ally pilot the TARDIS, 
the interactive element is 
wonderfully done and 
it’s more than easy to get 
caught up in it thinking 


An insight into 
the world of 
Queen Victoria 


DINAS POWYS WI NEWS 


DIANA HODGSON 
opened the October 
meeting and wel¬ 
comed speaker, Mr 
Philip Bowen, on a 
return visit to talk 
about Osborne 
House. 

Osborne House was 
the chosen home of 
Queen Victoria. She and 
Prince Albert married in 
1840 and the house was 
purchased in 1845. 

It was completely 
demolished and rebuilt, 
paid for by Prince 
Albert, in a very ornate 
Italianate way. 

The house was a 
“Place of one’s own”. 
Prince Albert and their 
nine children spent 
Christmas and birthdays 
there. 

Queen Victoria was 
very much in charge, 
laying down strict rules 
for the running of the 
house; including times 
of meals 

She insisted that ser¬ 
vants should not be seen 
when she was walking 
around the grounds and 
gardens, which had been 
designed by Prince 
Albert - and supervised 
by him with the use of 
semaphore signals from 
an upstairs vantage 
point! 

There was a private 
beach and a private 


bathing hut, which was 
lowered into the water 
when the Queen wished 
to swim. 

At her funeral, 

London was adorned 
with purple and white 
decorations. 

In 1954, the house 
was opened to the public 
and is now controlled by 
English Heritage. 

We hope to walk in 
Bute Park on October 25 
to view the autumn 
colours. 

Lynda Wallis, one of 
our members had used 
her bursary to learn 
about Churchill and 
Blenheim at Denman 
College. 

She told members that 
she had thoroughly 
enjoyed her three days 
there, and encouraged 
other members to attend 
a course there. 

Ann Fowler organised 
a get-together to start 
rehearsals for our 
Christmas entertainment. 

The competition for a 
Victorian object was 
won by Gillian Hopkins, 
and the raffle by Miriam 
Evans. 

Our next meeting is 
on November 6, when 
we will be told about 
‘Weird Wills. ’ We meet 
in the Lee Hall on the 
first Tuesday of the 
month at 7.30 pm. All 
are welcome. BD 


that you’re actually 
involved in an episode 
of the series I 

Once you’ve had the 
chance to take a breather 
from your adventure, 
you are greeted by two 
levels of everything 
Doctor Who. From cos¬ 
tumes of the first 10 
Doctors, to replicas of 
the TARDIS and their 


control centres, the first 
level fulfils the criteria 
to satisfy even the most 
hardened Whovian! 

When you reach the 
second level, you come 


likes of the Abzorbaloff, 
the Sontarans and the 
Judoon - and see cos¬ 
tumes belonging to some 
of the characters the 
Doctor has met on his 


face to face with villains journeys, such as Rose 


from every era of the 
Doctors adventures - 
you can see the evolu¬ 
tion of the Daleks and 
the Cybermen, meet the 


Brave Trinnie 
needs a home 



Can you give Trinnie a new home? 


TRINNIE is a beau¬ 
tiful three-year-old 
Staffordshire bull 
terrier, desperate 
for a new home, 
Dogs Trust 
Bridgend reports. 

On the same day that 
she came to the rehom¬ 
ing centre she gave birth 
to a litter of three pup¬ 
pies. Trinnie was very 
stressed as she adjusted 
to life as a new mum in 
new surroundings. 

On top of this, Trinnie 
has also lost a leg due to 
a road accident earlier 
this year. 

Beverley Price, Dogs 
Trust Bridgend rehoming 
centre manager said: 
“Trinnie has been 
through so much in her 
young life but despite all 
of her trials, she has 
such a wonderful nature. 

“She loves a good 
fuss, enjoys playing with 
her toys and chews, and 
is a very friendly, affec¬ 
tionate girl. 

“She has been a super 
mum and her puppies 
have happily all been 
rehomed. 

“We would love noth¬ 
ing more than for her to 
find her new family, too, 
and she loves children - 
a true ‘nanny’ dog’!”To 


offer Trinnie the loving 
home that she deserves, 
visit: 

WWW. dogstrust. org. uk. 


Tyler, Amy Pond, 

Captain Jack Harkness 
and (my personal 
favourite) Kylie 
Minogue’s Astrid. 

The whole experience 
takes you around 90 
minutes and is so jam- 
packed with trivia and 
behind-the-scenes infor¬ 
mation that you won’t 
feel shortchanged in the 
slightest. 

It doesn’t come cheap 
(a family ticket for two 
adults and two children 
comes in at £38), but in 
comparison to other 
entertainment, offers 
incredible value for 
money, while the onsite 
gift shop offers plenty 
for everyone. 

For those with even a 
passing interest in 
Doctor Who, the 
Experience is a must- 
visit and well worth your 
time and money; just be 
warned - there are no 
sofas for you to hide 
behind! 


NEWS FROM PENAR' 


A phantom wagon 
and a ^corpse candle’ 


THE unique village 
of Merthyr Mawr 
lies 2/2 miles south¬ 
west of Bridgend - 
it is an intriguing 
beauty spot with 
pasture lands on 
the lower valley of 
the River Ogmore. 

With its traditional 
thatched cottages over¬ 
looking the village 
green, it gives a dreamy 
example of an idyllic 
settlement, itching to 
remind us of its ancient 
past. 

On the outskirts of 
Merthyr Mawr is the 
iconic Grade Two-listed 
New Bridge, a single- 
tracked humped over¬ 
pass made of dressed 
stone with four arches 
and parapets. 

It replaced a wooden 
deck on stone piers prior 
to the early 19th Century 
structure. 

A plaque is set in the 
wall bearing the inscrip¬ 
tion: “This bridge was 
built at the expense of 
Right Honourable Sir 
John Nicholl under the 
inspection of William 
County Surveyor by 
Morgan Thomas of 
Laleston 1827.” 

Sir John Nicholl had 
obtained the Merthyr 
Mawr Estate in 1804, 
building himself a large 
house, new road into the 
village and a bridge to 
carry stagecoaches 
across the water, replac¬ 
ing the old ford. 

Also known as the 
‘Dipping Bridge’ it was 
used by local farmers to 
push reluctant sheep into 
the water for their annu¬ 
al dip. 

The legendary New 
Inn relates to Cap Coch, 
an evil man who wore a 
red cap as a tribute to 
the French freedom 
fighters. He enticed 
weary travellers to his 
inn, which stood in a 
hollow on the track road 
from Bridgend beside 


the River Ogmore. 

Most ill-fated trav¬ 
ellers were known as 
packmen, often on 
horseback or in horse- 
drawn carriages, and 
would carry valuable 
products such as wool, 
skins, stockings and 
fl a nnel. 

They were often sin¬ 
gle tradesmen in need of 
refreshment from the 
inn. Together with out¬ 
laws and smugglers. Cap 
Coch would murder his 
rich victims in order to 
steal their wares and 
take them to market to 
sell. 

The truth of these 
deeds came to light with 
the discovery of count¬ 
less bodies buried 
around the area of the 
ruined, and later demol¬ 
ished, inn. 

The eye-catching 
Church of St Teilo is at 
the heart of the village 
and became Grade Two 
listed in 1963. This 
Gothic-style building 
was constructed during 
19th Century on the site 
of a 14th Century 
Church. 

St Teilo was the 
grandson of King 
Ceredig of Ceredigion 
and was bom around 
500 AD. He was con¬ 
sidered to be the most 
holy man in Wales, as he 
worked and travelled 
with St David, the 
patron Saint of Wales. 

Stones of interest 
relating to the era of 
Paulinus, include the 
wheel-cross and large 
sandstone slab with the 
inscription ‘Here lies 
Baudewin and his wife 
Lycia. God rest their 
souls in peace. Amen’ - 
which is is a significant 
reminder of the people 
who dwelt here in the 
past. 

A 16th Century map 
refers to Baudewins’s 
House which was posi¬ 
tioned southwest of 
Merthyr Mawr. 

The sand dunes (also 


H COMPUTER CLUB 


Researching the world of eBay 


AUCTIONS are a source 
of much amusement in 
films when something goes 
wrong and an item is 
bought (or sold) acciden¬ 
tally. 

I am sure it still happens, but 
times have changed. Now, with 
the online auction you can make 
a mistake from the comfort of 
your armchair. 

There is presently much inter¬ 
est in eBay and Kevin S was 
invited to reprise his introduction 
of its benefits, how it all works 
and how to make best use of it. 

During a quick re-mn of his 
previous talk, he reviewed its 
launch in 1997 and how it has 
grown. 

It now allows you to offer 
goods to a 100 million people 
worldwide and to inspect what 
they offer for you to buy. 

It is not necessary to become a 
member to browse and to bid on 
items. 

You can spend as much time 
as you like to work it all out. 
Once you decide that you want to 
be a bit more involved, you can 


register as a member. 

Kevin logged on to the site 
and went through the process of 
registration. This requires your 
name, address and email address, 
after which you choose a user- 
name and your (secure) pass¬ 
word. 

Thus far, no payment is neces¬ 
sary. 

Kevin explained how to buy 
and sell effectively; when to bid 
and how to avoid seeming too 
keen and inviting competitive 
bids that might increase the price 
you have to pay to win an item. 

One way is to put an item on 
watch, where eBay keeps you 
informed of the bidding. 

The time that an auction will 
close is indicated and the later 
you bid, the less time there is for 
anyone to beat it, but you must 
keep in mind that others might be 
doing exactly the same thing. 

It is possible to place a bid 
indicating the maximum you are 
prepared to pay. If your bid is 
highest you will win, but your 
bid will be reduced to one incre¬ 
ment above the value of the next 
highest bid. 


The increment is proportional 
to the value of the item and 
ensures that no item is grossly 
overvalued by a single bidder. If 
the seller says ‘buyer collects’, 
be sure the distance is reasonable. 

Selling incurs a modest charge, 
depending on the values involved 
and how much information is 
included, such as additional pho¬ 
tographs. 

Accurate descriptions are 
important and worth the care 
taken. You will know the cost 
before you commit to the auction. 

Tips were given on how to use 
the site to your best advantage. 
They included how to make 
informative descriptions of what 
is being sold and finding the cor¬ 
rect postage costs. 

You are expected to sign up 
for Paypal in due course to 
ensure the money changes hands 
securely. 

Feedback from users is used to 
identify the most reliable people. 

For more information about 
club activities, visit: penarthcom- 
puterclub.co.uk 

HOWARD DESMOND 
(chairman) 


known as Merthyr Mawr 
Warren) span a large 
area and consist of 
blown sand. Once 
thought to be the largest 
sand dune complex in 
Europe, they stretch 
along the coastline to 
Mumbles. 

Because of its golden 
sands extending over a 
vast section of the shore¬ 
line, parts of the film 
Lawrence of Arabia 
were filmed in the area. 

One particular dune is 
named ‘The Big Dipper,’ 
and is thought to be the 
highest in Europe. 

Although a daunting 
challenge on such a 
lengthy stretch of sand, 
archaeologists found 
items from our prehis¬ 
toric past, as well as the 
Neolithic Age, with find¬ 
ings such as flint tools, 
arrowheads, knives, 
scrapers and stone work¬ 
ings. 

Bronze Age items dat¬ 
ing from 400-300 BC 
were also unearthed. 
Early Iron Age objects 
were uncovered, too, 
including bronze cru¬ 
cibles, brooches and 
pins. 

Other interesting finds 
from all walks of life 
include a sand mound 
amid covered stones 
with six burial plots, two 
of which were in cists. 

The skeletons of two 
men buried in vessels 
were also found. 

A mysterious building 
also stood in a ruined 
state on the sandhills. It 
was thought to be the 
remains of a Celtic 
windmill. These Celtic¬ 
speaking people are 
thought to have travelled 
from Somerset. 

The phantom image 
of a wagon pulled by 
three horses has been 
seen on a number of 
occasions tearing 
through the village at 
pace. Local people 
claim that seeing this 
apparition is considered 
to be bad luck as the 
‘special taper’ (corpse 
candle) eerily guides the 
eye towards this deathly 
apparition. 

But could this ghostly 
parade be from an era 
when a freak thunder¬ 
storm struck and the 
horse, driver and coach 
were swept into the 
swollen river, never to 
be seen again? 

The frightful feeling 
of being watched by 
unseen eyes around the 
entrance to the sandhills 
often overcomes peo¬ 
ple’s emotions, only for 
them to discover that no 
physical being is actual¬ 
ly there! 

Could the ghosts of 
the past be keeping a 
watchful eye over their 
patch from an era 
beyond our grasp? 

Fact or fiction? Only 
you can decide... 

HAYLEY WILLIAMS 
hay ley. williams550@ 
yahoo.com 

There is a Spooky 
Halloween Ghost Talk 
and Walk on October 28 
at 6pm from the Swan 
Inn, Nottage, Porthcawl; 
£2.50 on entry, followed 
by Karen’s Quiz. 
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PETERSTON PRIMARY CHILDREN 
CELEBRATE HARVEST FESTIVAL 


PUPILS at Peterston-super-Ely Church in Wales Primary 
School held two harvest celebrations last week. 

The first was in the school hall for nursery and reception and the second 
for the older pupils at the church and community hall. 

Both festivals were fully supported by parents and friends, indeed, it 
was standing room only in the church hall. The pupils entertained the 
audiences with songs and readings, plus a talk from the Vale of Glamorgan 
Food Bank chairman. Among the harvest goods were bread and the tradi¬ 
tional sheaf loaf, all made by pupils. 


PHOTOS 
by IAN 
DIXON 
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Pupils help make 
charity’s ‘bake-off’ 
a great success 



ABOVE: Pupils from Ogmore Vale Primary School with some of the cakes they 
baked for the event. Photograph by Peter Morgan (www.petermorganphoto.co.uk) 


THE Porthcawl- 
based charity, 
Sustainable Wales, 
is “delighted” with 
the success of its 
‘Great Fairtrade 
Bake-Off’ competi¬ 
tion last Saturday 
(October 6), and 
has thanked two 
local schools for 
their help. 

Pupils from Cornelly 
and Ogmore Vale pri¬ 
mary schools, and a 
number of local people, 
competed to make the 
‘best’ cake using 
Fairtrade ingredients. 

The cakes were 
‘marked’ by people who 
attended the special 
‘Fairtrade Cafe’ opened 
for the day at SUSSED 
in Porthcawl. 

Director, Margaret 
Minhinnick said of the 
bake-off; 
“Congratulations to all 
the contestants, especial¬ 
ly several who had never 
baked before. 

“As a former home 
economics teacher, I 
know the importance of 
cooking and of using 
local foods. 

“It was fantastic fun, 
but the event served an 
important purpose. All 
cooks used fairly-traded 
ingredients, and now the 
children want to know 
why all ingredients 
aren’t Fairtrade!” 

Jane Mallinson from 
Ogmore Vale Primary 
School said; “The pupils 
decided they wanted to 
create the Fairtrade logo 
with their cakes. 

“We had a meeting 
and decided to make 
mini chocolate cup 
cakes, mini Fairtrade 
cheesecakes and a 
Fairtrade chocolate 
crispy cake. 

“The children created 
their delicious Fairtrade 
goodies, with help from 
Mrs Sutcliffe and myself 
on the Friday before the 


event, with everyone 
playing a part in making 
the cakes so delicious! 

“Butter icing in the 
Fairtrade logo colours of 
blue and green helped 
make our cake display 
resemble the Fairtrade 
logo, and tasted deli¬ 
cious too!” 

Of the schools that 
took part, Cornelly 
scored 32 points, and 
Ogmore Vale 25 

‘Grown-ups’ who 
scored well included; 
Saulat Abbasi (first 
place), and Marie Cronje 
(second place). 

Margaret Minhinnick 
added; “Watch out for 
further fair trade-themed 
events organised by 
Sustainable Wales, 
including the ‘Wine and 
Cheese’ event with con¬ 
tributions from the char¬ 
ity, ‘Valley & Vale’, on 
Friday, October 19, at 
the Cafe, Co-op store, 
Pyle, 7.30pm. 

“Tickets are available 
from SUSSED, 4, James 
Street., Porthcawl, on 
01656 783962.” 


MP backing 
fight against 
breast cancer 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon is 
backing the fight 
against breast can¬ 
cer by supporting 
Breast Cancer 
Campaign ’s award¬ 
winning fundraiser 
‘Wear it Pink’ day, 
and is encouraging 
constituents to take 
part. 

Now in its 10th year, 
‘Wear it Pink’, on 
Friday, October 26, will 
see supporters from all 
over the country in 
schools, colleges and 
businesses embracing 
the event’s new theme, 
which is ‘superheroes’. 

The theme stems from 
the charity’s belief that 
everybody who joins the 


Exciting new year 
for young farmers 


IT has been the 
start of an exciting 
new year at 
Maendy Young 
Farmers. 

On September 11, we 
held a uccessful new 
members evening at 
Cowbridge RPC, in 
which fun games and 
activities were enjoyed 

On September 18, we 
made a trip to 
Hollywood Bowl in 
Cardiff Bay and enjoyed 
bowling and arcade 
games. 

On September 21, 
many members enjoyed 
a fun filled trip to ‘fair¬ 
ground Priday’ held in 
the grounds of 
Porthcawl’s Coney 



Beach. We all got 
glammed up for our 
annual dinner dance this 
year on September 29 at 
the Angel Hotel, Cardiff. 

On October 4, 

Maendy members took 
part in NPU Harvest 
service at Margam 
Abbey, which was 
attended by all members 
of Glamorgan Young 
Parmers. 

We are looking for¬ 
ward to a busy month in 
October, with annual 
stock judging and public 
speaking competitions. 

The next meeting will 
take place on October 
16 in Cowbridge RFC at 
7.30pm, new members 
are welcome. LP 


Mrs Moon goes pink. 

fight -from people 
affected by breast can¬ 
cer, to Breast Cancer 
Campaign scientists and 
‘Wear it Pink’partici¬ 
pants - is a superhero. 

Miss Moon MP said: 
“Every year in the UK, 
around 48,000 women 
and 340 men are diag¬ 
nosed with breast can¬ 
cer. 

“This is why we all 
need to support ‘Wear it 
Pink’ day, so that Breast 
Cancer Campaign can 
continue to fund 
research which will one 
day lead to a cure. 

“Breast Cancer 
Campaign is asking 
everyone to pull on 
something pink and 
donate £2. Whether it’s 
a superhero cape, pink 
socks or pink pants you 
wear over your tights, 
you can help the charity 
achieve its target of rais¬ 
ing £2 million, so they 
can continue to fund 
ground-breaking 
research. ” 

To take part in the 
UK’s original and best 
pink day, visit wearit- 
pink.co.uk and register 
to receive your free 
fundraising pack now. 


Local carers are nominated 
at national award ceremony 


TWO carers from 
Bridgend are up 
for top awards at 
the Wales Care 
Awards - an 
‘Oscar-style’ 
awards night for 
the care sector in 
Wales, run by Care 
Forum Wales - at 
Cardiff City Hall 
on October 26. 

Samantha (‘Sammy’) 
Broom (23) “offers that 
extra ‘X’ factor which 
makes her stand out”, 
while 42-year-old 
Tracey Morgan is up for 
The Peter Clarke Award 
for Promoting 
Excellence in Services 
for Children and Young 
People. 

As a result of her 
clients’ glowing testi¬ 
monials, Sammy, from 
Bridgend, has been 
shortlisted in the ‘out¬ 
standing newcomer’ cat¬ 
egory, for one of the 
care sector’s most pres¬ 
tigious awards. 

Sammy attended 
Cardiff Metropolitan 
University, where she 
took a degree in sports 
coaching, but even at 
university Sammy 
helped people, taking a 
friend’s grandmother 
shopping or dropping 
deliveries off to an eld¬ 
erly neighbour. 

She said; “I enjoyed 
visiting people and 
knowing I was helping 
them, so I thought I 
would look at the care 
sector.” 

She joined Home 
Instead Senior Care in 




Cardiff, who specialise 
in providing quality 
care to older people in 
their own homes. 

“I have just been pro¬ 
moted to care co-ordi- 
nator, so my role is to 
ensure clients are happy 
with their care, but I 
also continue to provide 
care for four clients,” 
she added. 

Sammy is now on her 
NVQ Eevel 3 in Health 
and Social care, while 
doing courses on 
dementia and sensory 
impairment. 

In commending 
Sammy, her client’s 
daughter said; “Without 
prompting, Sammy 
compiled a list of places 
for dad to visit and fac¬ 
tored in costs such as 
picnics, snack lunches, 
car park charges, 
mileage - so that my 
sister and I are able to 
keep a handle on 
expenses, while making 
sure dad has an interest¬ 
ing day out once or 
twice a week.” 

Tracey Morgan’s 


Samantha Broom (above) and 
Tracey Morgan (left) are both nominated 
for top awards at the Wales Care Awards 
at Cardiff City Hall on October 26. 

childhood dream was to friend and I used to vol- 


spend her life caring for 
others, and from the age 
of 10 she volunteered to 
help out at her local eld¬ 
erly persons home. 

Tracey, who lives in 
Brynna, Pontyclun, is a 
health care support 
worker in the Vale, 
Bridgend and west 
Wales, supporting 
clients - mainly chil¬ 
dren and young adults - 
with varying disabilities 
and needs. 

After leaving school 
at the age of 16, Tracey 
had a number of factory 
jobs before landing the 
role she really wanted, 
as a care assistant at a 
nursing home in 
Porthcawl. 

In 2006, she joined 
April Complete Care 
Solutions, based in 
Bridgend, as a support 
worker covering an 
enormous patch that 
often sees her driving 
400 miles a week, sup¬ 
plying her own fuel to 
travel to clients. 

Tracey said; “My 


unteer to work at the 
local old people’s home 
and we also ran errands 
for elderly people in the 
village. 

“After my husband 
David and my family, 
my job is the most 
important thing in my 
life. I couldn’t imagine 
doing anything else.” 

Nominating Tracey 
for the awards, her man¬ 
ager Wendy Duckworth 
said; “We have received 
an overwhelming 
amount of support when 
mentioning this nomina¬ 
tion to her clients and 
co-workers. 

“They all agree that 
Tracey is deserving of 
such recognition for the 
tremendous job that she 
does.” 


Local lecturers show how 
to use Facebook to create 
'learning communities’ 


Cats Protection, 
Pant Hirwaun, 
Bryncethin, 
Bridgend 
CF32 9UJ 
Tel: 01656 726621 • 
Fax: 01656 722012 
Email: 

hridgend. manag- 
er@cats. org. uk 



TWO Bridgend College lectur¬ 
ers, Adam Richards and Deri 
Roberts, have been praised for 
their informative and thought- 
provoking presentation at 
ALT-C 2012, an annual confer¬ 
ence for learning technologists 
held at the University of 
Manchester. 

Based on a paper titled ‘Pacing real¬ 
ity in a Purther Education context - 
Using Pacebook to create learning 
communities without the cost of a 
hosted solution’, Adam and Deri 
described how Bridgend College uses 
the social networking site Pacebook in 
safe manner, so that learners and staff 
can communicate without invading 
each other’s personal space. 

The paper was written as a result of 
a meeting with Haydn B lackey, head 
of centre for excellence in learning 
and teaching at the University of 
Glamorgan, at a higher education 
training day. 

He asked that Adam and Deri sub¬ 
mit a paper about their experience and 
findings. Of 250 applicants, Adam and 
Deri’s paper was only one of two that 
was accepted with no amendments. 

Pollowing the presentation, a 
Microsoft blogger had this to say; 
“Next up was probably my favourite 
session from Bridgend College. 

“Their presentation was about using 
Pacebook to create learning communi¬ 
ties without the cost of a hosted solu¬ 
tion. 

“The college are using Pacebook 
groups as an alternative to Moodle to 
communicate with students, and they 
described many reasons why this 
works for them. 


“They explained that all of their stu¬ 
dents were Pacebook users anyway so 
they were familiar with the platform 
and were logged on regularly. Closed 
Pacebook groups were the best way 
for the college to use social network¬ 
ing. 

“The advantages included that there 
was access to the Pacebook groups 24 
hours a day, seven days a week and it 
is a free platform. There is great avail¬ 
ability from mobiles and devices 
which means that the groups are really 
accessible for the students. 

“Bridgend college create the groups 
in a way that there is no friending 
needed between students and teachers 
(a concern for many), and the groups 
are managed by tutors to make sure 
they are being used in the correct way. 

“The college said that in some ways 
using Pacebook was better than face to 
face, as it meant continuous learning, 
and less vocal students in class could 
express their opinions more comfort¬ 
ably within the online groups. 

“They also showed a nice video of a 
student saying how the Pacebook 
groups had worked for him. 

“There were some passionate dis¬ 
cussions following questions from the 
audience, but in general I think every¬ 
one agreed the college showed that 
social networking works really well in 
education.” 

Adam Richards, music technology 
lecturer said; “The experience of pro¬ 
ducing and presenting the paper was 
amazing and eye opening and it was 
great to have the opportunity to work 
closely with Haydn Blackey.” 

Adam and Deri have since been 
asked to present at JISC Digital Media 
webinar, and again at next year’s APT- 
C 2013. 



My name is Mae. I 
am very affectionate 
and loving with the 
most gorgeous purr. 

I was given a home by 
a lovely lady after find¬ 
ing myself homeless. She 
already had other cats 
and I didn’t settle in very 
well with them, so she 
decided it would be bet¬ 
ter for me to find a new 
home without them. 

I will make a great 
companion or family pet. 
I am a relaxed cat once I 
settle in to a new envi¬ 
ronment and love having 
a lap to settle on. 

I have been in the 
centre for almost eight 
months now and am 
really hoping that some¬ 
one will give me my 
happy ever after home 
soon. 

To give Mae a home, 
or to see the other cats 
currently residing, visit 
Cats Protection, 
Bridgend Adoption 
Centre, Pant Hirwaun, 
Bryncethin, Bridgend, 
CF32 9UJ, or: 
http.V/bridgend. cats. org. 
uk, call: 01656 726621, 
or email: bridgend.man- 
ager @cats.org.uk. 
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Pencoed rely on 
young talent for 
comfortable win 



ABOVE: Nick Hawkins tackles a Resolven 
player. 

RIGHT: Glen Hiscocks looks for the try line 
PHOTOS BY JULIE HANCOCK 



The sunny day, 
with good under¬ 
foot conditions, 
suited the home 
side against a 
Resolven team 
fielding a hig physi¬ 
cal pack. 

The Pencoed starting 
line up included four of 
last season’s youth side. 

Early on, Pencoed 
outside half Marc 
Davies and left wing 
Lewys Jenkins did well 
to combine deep in their 
own 22 to clear a dan¬ 
gerous visitors attack. 

It was Pencoed who 
opened the scoring how¬ 
ever, following a half 
break through centre 
field from former youth 
captain Lloyd Bargery. 
Davies was successful 
with a penalty goal from 
the resultant breakdown. 

Pencoed increased 
their lead with young 
flanker Tom Burke 
breaking 50 metres 
before off-loading in the 
tackle to supporting No 
8 Gareth Prentice, who 
crossed under the posts, 
Davies converted and 
was soon back in the 
thick of the action, win¬ 
ning a vital turnover on 
his own line for Jenkins 
to clear. 

Resolven opened 
their account on 20 min¬ 
utes with a penalty goal. 

Pencoed returned to 
the attack and, following 
a couple of collapsed 
Resolven scrums near 
their own line, match 
official Neil Mcdonagh 
awarded Pencoed a 
penalty try. Davies con¬ 
verted. 

The visitors then 
kicked a second penalty. 
Davies was again promi¬ 
nent in defence prior to 
the break, making a dou¬ 
ble hit on opposing for¬ 
wards to keep his line 
intact, and Pencoed led 
17-6 at the interval. 

The home side creat¬ 
ed a couple of early sec¬ 
ond half chances which 
they did not take, before 
picking up a yellow card 


and Resolven took 
immediate advantage 
with a converted penalty 
try of their own. 

To their credit, 
Pencoed kept their com¬ 
posure and young 
Jenkins fielded a cross 
kick in the Resolven 22 
before feeding second 
row Dano Howells on 
the burst, Howells need¬ 
ing no second invitation 
on his return from injury 
to power through the 
remaining Resolven 
defenders; Davies con¬ 
verted. 

Pencoed then got the 
try of the match, Davies 
on his 22 triggering off 
his backs with a long 
pass, and several players 
handled before right 
wing Glen Hiscocks was 
put in possesssion on the 
visitors 22. He left his 
marker for dead with an 
outside swerve, before 
doing exceptionally well 
to cross in the corner for 
the bonus point try, 
despite the attention of a 
deperate Resolven 
defence. 

Marc Davies convert¬ 
ed to set the seal on a 
fine man of the match 
performance, showing 
good control at 10 


throughout, allied to a 
strong defensive display. 

Final score 31-13. 

On Saturday, Pencoed 
travel to second in the 
league Mumbles. 

PENCOED 
YOUTH 26 
ABERDARE 
YOUTH 19 
This was a somewhat 
disjointed perform¬ 
ance from the home 
side, perhaps under¬ 
standable with 

Pencoed taking the 
opportunity to use 
their squad in this 
friendly match at the 


‘Cahhage Patch’. 

This was described as 
a gutsy win by coach 
Dorian Russell with the 
home side scoring four 
tries through James 
Tredray, skipper Jordan 
Hawkins, Rhys Bargery, 
and Jack Griffiths, Rhys 
Vowles (two) and Ryan 
Russell added conver¬ 
sions. Russell, Hawkins, 
and Connor Jones were 
the stand out performers 
in the home ranks. 

On Saturday, the 
squad return to Ospreys 
League action at 
Nantyffyllon. 


Mules second team is 
edged out by Bargoed 


BOTH teams deserve praise 
for putting on a highly enjoy¬ 
able and competitive match at 
the home of the Mules. 

Bargoed proved stiff opposition 
coning into the game with a big pack 
of forwards and some elusive running 
backs. The Mules met them head on 
but there were too many niggles from 
both sides in the first half which 
detracted from the running rugby that 
was on offer. 

Luckily the referee was able to put 
a lid on the ‘handbags’ and the game 
developed into a good hard fought 
match. 

Neither team was able to dominate 
but it was poor set piece play from the 
Mules that probably cost them the 
game, with the lineout completely 
misfiring and a lack of concentration 


at a couple of important set scrums. 

Nevertheless, the Mules can be 
proud of this performance and will 
only benefit from playing quality 
teams like Bargoed, and the other 
teams that make up the National sec¬ 
ond team league. 

Try scorers for the Mules were 
wings Craig Knight and Lewis 
Morgan, plus one from livewire hook¬ 
er Chris Leyshon. Full back Tom 
Davies added one conversion. 

The coaches decided to award man 
of the match to youth outside half 
Lloyd Bradley, who showed a keen 
eye for the break coupled with excel¬ 
lent distribution skills. 

The other stand out performance 
was from No 8 Matthew Bater who 
had many barnstorming carries. 

This week the seconds are home to 
Glynneath in a friendly. 


PENCOED RFC UNDER-lGs 
UNVEIL THEIR NEW KIT 



PENCOED under-16s travelled to 
Newbridge Eields recently to take on 
local opposition Bridgend Sports in their 
first Ospreys Cup match. 

In the first half, the Pencoed boys battled hard, 
and good hands in the backs got the ball out to 
Patrick Canham to get the first try of the day. 
Alex King then kicked a penalty. 

Pencoed pushed forward with the ruck, and 
Morgan Jefferies was able to break through and 
score a try. This left Pencoed at a great advantage 
at half-time, the score being 13-0. 

In the second half, Pencoed fought hard and 
were able to keep Bridgend Sports off their try 
line. 


More good passing from the backs enabled 
Dylan Wyn-Davies to score his first try of the sea¬ 
son, converted by Chris Cooper. 

The game ended Bridgend Sports 0, Pencoed 

20 . 

Squad: James Merchant, Owain Clarke, Cole 
Lewis, Scott Ewing, Josh Maunder, Lewis 
Brennan, Daniel Maiden, Morgan Jefferies, 
Matthew Ellis, Alex King, Christopher Cooper, 
Jason Clatworthy, Ellis Griffiths, Patrick 
Canham, Jordan Eox, Jamie Dyer, Aled Bargery, 
Liam Bowen, Dylan Wyn-Davies and Jonathan 
Clatworthy. 

The photo (above) shows the squad wearing 
their new kit. 

JM 


Druids suffer friendly 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR Druids 
welcomed Heol-y- 
Cyw to the Rec for 
a friendly fixture. 

This was always 
going to be a very physi¬ 
cal encounter, despite 
Heol-y-Cyw fielding 
only 13 players at the 
beginning of the first 
half. With a couple of 
Heol-y-Cyw players lost 
en route, the Druids 
sportingly agreed to 
uncontested scrums until 
the ‘lost boys’ appeared. 

This clearly disrupted 
the home side’s focus at 
the beginning. 

The Druids opened 
their account first 
through a penalty from 
outside half David 
Spargo but the side did¬ 
n't seem to have the cut¬ 
ting edge displayed so 
far this season with a 
number of regulars miss¬ 


ing for various reasons. 

The eventual arrival 
of the lost boys strength¬ 
ened Heol-y-Cyw’s for¬ 
wards and the visitors 
crossed the line eventu¬ 
ally, finishing 8-5 up at 
the end of the first half. 

The Druids hoped to 
take control at the begin¬ 
ning of the second half 
but a quiet 10 minutes 
gave the initiative to the 
visitors who continued 
to keep the scoreboard 
ticking over in their 
favour. 

Midway through the 
second half, the Druids 
showed some of the 
style and confidence 
that’s been a trademark 
since the start of the sea¬ 
son, with Andy McNicol 
scoring a lovely try 
under the posts having 
hit the attacking line at a 
great angle from 45 
metres out. The try was 
converted by David 


Spargo. 

It was now 22-10 to 
the visitors and the 
Druids stepped up the 
pressure. 

Going into the last 
five minutes, it looked 
as if the Druids might 
pull off a remarkable 
win but, with time run¬ 
ning out, Heol-y-Cyw 
just managed to close 
the game out. 

This had been a useful 
test of the Druids’ 
resolve and a wake up 
call in a season that has 
started so well. 

They say you learn 
more from defeat than 
success and this might 
prove to be the case. 

Very well done to the 
youngsters again, with 
captain Stephen Howells 
leading from the front. 

There were notable 
performances from 
hooker Ash Williams, 
centre Jack Austin and 


defeat 

wingers Rhys David and 
Rhys Ellis, whose count¬ 
er attacking runs kept 
the Druids in the game. 

The wealth of experi¬ 
ence provided by former 
first team regulars like 
Barry Griffiths, Wes 
Liscombe and Paul Gore 
is making the Druids a 
for mi dable force. 

It's a trip to Bryn this 
week in the Mid- 
Glamorgan League, with 
the Druids aiming to 
maintain their table top¬ 
ping unbeaten record. 

Druids: Andy 
McNicol, Rhys David, 
Wes Liscombe, Jack 
Austin, Rhys Ellis, David 
Spargo, Barry Griffiths, 
Paul Gore, Stephen 
Howells (captain,) Vuli, 
Nathan Howells, leuan 
Rees, Gareth Watts, Ash 
Williams, Dan Thomas. 
Subs: Mark Kensitt, 
Rohan Byfield. 

BG 


Bridgend hockey round-up 


Bridgend Ladies 1st XI 
V Whitchurch Saints 3rds 
- Draw 2:2 

First points on the board for 
Bridgend! Whitchurch were first 
to get onto the score board, but 
Bridgend reacted quickly with a 
shot from Laura Rees, deflected 
into goal by the Whitchurch keep¬ 
er. 

The second half started with 
Bridgend 2-1 down. However, a 
strong and more focused side in 
the second half saw Bridgend 
level the field with a goal from 
Louise Jones. Bridgend fought 
hard until the final whistle but fin¬ 
ished with 2-2 draw. 

Bridgend Ladies 2nd XI 
V Cardiff Uni 4ths - 1:4 

Bridgend worked hard against 
a strong opposition; however 
Cardiff dominated play in the first 
half. Bridgend did well to only 
concede one goal with no goal 
keeper. 

In the second half, the team 
played as a stronger unit and this 
pressure resulted in a goal from 
Hannah Sainsbury. Final score 4- 
1, but it was a great effort against 
a more experienced side. 
Bridgend Men’s 1st XI 
vUWE Bristol - 3:1 

Hot on the heels of the great 


win last week against much fan¬ 
cied Cleevilians, it was another 
three points for the Ravens at 
Pencoed School as they 
despatched a good UWE Bristol 
side by 3 goals to 1. 

Richard Knight opened the 
scoring after a counter attack 
move involving Nick Anthony, 
before the students equalised. 

With honours even at 1-1 at 
half time, captain Rhydian Cole 
broke the deadlock in the second 
half with a well worked short cor¬ 
ner routine, before David Knight 
continued where he left off last 
week with another goal, taking 
his tally to four in the last two 
games. 

Next up, is a tough trip to third- 
placed Lydney, who dropped 
points on Saturday. Bridgend 
remain, along with Cardiff & 
UWIC as the only two teams with 
maximum points in The Cymru 
and the Marches Division One. 
Cardiff & UWIC 2nds v 
Bridgend men’s 2nd XI 3 

After a disappointing defeat in 
their league opener last weekend, 
it was back to winning ways for 
Bridgend 2nd XI thanks to a good 
3-2 win away against Cardiff & 
UWIC. Veterans Andy Schofield 
and Paul Davies were to thank for 
giving the Ravens the points. 


adding to a goal scored by UWIC 
student Rhodri Owen. 

It's played two won one, drawn 
one for Bridgend as they take on 
Whitchurch at Pencoed School 
next weekend in their first home 
league game of the season. 

Bridgend Men 3rd XI v 
Swansea Uni B - 0:15 

Bridgend 3rd XI fielded its 
usual team of experience and 
developing youngsters, but came 
up against a very youthful and 
strong Swansea University side, 
who settled quickly and soon put 
Bridgend's defence under consid¬ 
erable pressure. 

Although conceding seven 
goals in the first half Cliff 
Harrison brought off some mag¬ 
nificent saves. Bridgend did not 
give up, attacks did take pace, 
particularly when Tom Pearce 
used his skill and speed to create 
space down the right flank. 
Bridgend did play some good 
hockey at times to give encour¬ 
agement for league games ahead. 

Bridgend under-13s 
Bridgend under-13s played in a 
round robin tournament on 
Sunday in Swansea winning four 
out of the six games, which was a 
good effort as this was the first 
time they have played together. 

SP 
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Carwyn lands championship 
at Pyle and Kenfig Golf Club 


P&K GOLF CLUB 
has a new club 
champion - his 
name is Carwyn 
Hammond and he 
joined the club 18 
months ago from 
another club in the 
area. 

He is as you would 
expect having won this 
title - a formidable play¬ 
er with a handicap of 
plus two. 

For those unfamiliar 
with golfing parlance, 
this means that he is two 
shots better than a 
scratch golfer. In theory, 
playing off this handicap 
makes him the best 
golfer in the club. Could 
he back this up (substan¬ 
tiate) in the real world of 
playing on the course? 
Well, back it up (sub¬ 
stantiate) he did! 

Having completed the 
long, extremely difficult 
task of beating the very 
best of the golfing elite 
to qualify for the final, 
he faced a formidable 
opponent on the day. 

Ian Booth is an eight¬ 
time former club cham¬ 
pion who has been a 
member for longer than 
most can remember. He 
knows every blade of 
grass, every slope on the 
greens and the effect of 
the winds probably bet¬ 
ter than anyone else. 

A great match was in 
prospect and it lived up 
to its expectations. 

Club veterans watch¬ 
ing the game were aston¬ 
ished by the length of 


both players off the tee. 
One was heard to remark 
that there would be 
space for a supermarket 
between where they hit 
the ball and where 
Carwyn’s ball landed on 
the 16th. It was judged 
to be 340 yards. 

However, you don’t 
win eight club champi¬ 
onships if you are easily 
intimidated and Ian used 
his considerable experi¬ 
ence and detailed local 
knowledge to maximum 
effect. 

They were all square 
after nine holes, 18 holes 
and, indeed, 27 holes. 
Could Ian surprise his 
longer-hitting opponent 
and have his name on 
the honours board a 
ninth time? 

The answer came on 
the 14th when Ian 
missed a put, and 
Carwyn went one up. 
From there he went on to 
win 2 and I. A worthy 
winner and a great new 
champion. 

In the Lipscombe Cup 
final, Dave Rowe was 
the man in form with a 6 
and 5 victory over Mai 
Hunt. 

The junior club cham¬ 
pionship was won by 
last year’s winner Tom 
Furneaux, beating Ben 
Vance-Daniel 5 and 4. 
Tom is in great form and 
has represented the club 
very well in matches 
against other clubs. A 
club vet wondered how 
much better he would be 
if he had a haircut. 

In the Graham Bowl 
the standard of golf was 



ABOVE: Barrie Edwards with David Rowe, 
and RIGHT: with Phillip Davies 


very high and Ross 
Marks edged it with a 2 
and 1 win over Les 
Crole. 

The Rosser Cup is a 
foursomes competition 
where the two players on 
a side share a ball. It is 
generally accepted as the 
most testing form of 
golf. 

Philip J Jones and his 
partner Kieran Reddy 
played beautiful golf to 
beat Paul Franklyn and 
Russ Adams 8 and 6. 

The Sker Salver was 
won by the club vice 
captain, Darryl James, 
who was striking the ball 
like a professional and 
won 5 and 4 over Scott 
Griffiths, who inspite of 
the result played 
extremely well. 

The junior matchplay 
cup was won by Tom 
Pest who overcame Jake 
Prosser 3 and 2. 

For more information 
on Pyle and Kenfig Golf 
Club contact 01656 



Ross Marks. 


783093/771613 or 
email; secretary@pand- 
kgolfclub.co.uk; web¬ 
site; www.pandkgolf- 
club.co.uk. 

JM 



Phoenix’s away day blues 


PHOENIX trav¬ 
elled to a sunny west 
Wales only to be dis¬ 
appointed in the 
result against 
Whitland. 

A bad kick-off gave a 
scrum on the half-way 
mark and a number of 
phrases and Whitland 
scored a try and convert¬ 
ed. And another try and 
conversion from 

Whitland set a stunned 
Phoenix adrift 14-0 but 
with a good defence. 

In the second half, 
changes from Phoenix to 
bring a more experienced 
pack worked as they 
moved the Whitland 
pack around and it was a 
more dominating scrum. 

But the pressure from 
Whitland on Phoenix’s 
line was too much to con¬ 
tain and Whitland 
stretched their lead. 

Rolling subs kept the 
game flowing and pres¬ 
sure on both sides. 
Phoenix never gave up 
on scoring. 

With tackles going in 
everywhere from players 
like Stephanie Niblett, 
Alana Sharespreare, 
Lowri Reeves, Kathryn 
Criger, Kathryn 

Stonehouse, Amy 

Stevens, Molly 

Humphries, Michele 
Halse, Hannah Brunskill, 
Katie Murphy, Beth 
Davies and captain 
Marina Newth, it was 
never to be. 


ABOVE: Alana 
Shakespeare finds 
herself outnumbered 
by Whitland. 
PHOTOS BY JULIE 
HANCOCK 
The consolation for 
Phoenix was a last- 
minute try by Kathryn 
Stonehouse, her first for 
the club, with a twist of 
her body and stretch for 
the try line. 

The good feed and 
dart and gap came from a 
pop-up pass from Amy 
Stevens and Stephanie 
Niblett helped push 
Kathryn Stonehouse 
over. 

Next up for Phoenix is 
Seven Sisters at home at 
Pencoed RFC on October 
14 - all welcome to 
watch. 

JH 


ABOVE: Kathryn Stonehouse and Amy 
Stevens in action. 



Tom Eurneaux. 


Tom Peet. 


Bridgend 
Bridge Club 

THE results for ister an interest contact 


Bridgend Bridge 
Club for recent 
events are: 

Wednesday, October 
3: first - Laura 
Woodruff and Mike 
Close, second - Mary 
Moore and Di Jones, 
third - Andrew Scott 
and Liam Sheridan. 

Friday, October 5: 
first - Ray Smith and 
Bill Turner, second - 
John Henson and Terry 
Dolan, third - Irene 
Thomas and Irene 
Wickham. 

In addition to the 
regular club nights on 
Wednesday and Friday 
evenings at 7pm at 
Nolton Church Hall, 
there are lessons for 
beginners on Fridays at 
7pm with Graham 
Jones. 

All welcome, to reg- 


one of Graham Jones 
on 01446 775952, Steve 
Burgoyne on 01656 
661968 or David 
Newman on 01656 
649138. 

Afternoon lessons on 
Thursdays at 2pm, also 
at Nolton Church Hall 
with John Evans, 
whose lessons are for 
beginners and those 
who have played some 
bridge and would like 
to improve their bid¬ 
ding and card play. 

For fuller details and 
to register an interest 
contact John on 01656 
880372. 

DN 


Athletic youth 
involved in a 
tough match 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic Youth trav¬ 
elled to Nantymoel 
for what turned out 
to be an extremely 
tough fixture. 

Despite being a warm, 
sunny afternoon the 
ground underfoot was 
very wet after prolonged 
rain during the week. 

Nantymoel started the 
first half very quickly 
using their backs to good 
effect and disrupting the 
Athletic’s meagre pos¬ 
session. 

This pressure led to 
the Athletic conceding a 
kickable penalty after 
some 10 minutes to 
make the score 3-0 to the 
home side. 

The Nantymoel for¬ 
wards continued to 
harass the Athletic pack 
around the rucks and 
mauls with their backs 
making good runs and 
kicking well out of 
defence. 

The Athletic backs 
were determined to pres¬ 
surise Nantymoel and 
were very unlucky not to 
score after some 15 min¬ 
utes when some poor 
passing on the try line 
allowed a narrow escape 
for the home side. 

Nantymoel kept up 
the pressure which even¬ 
tually led to a well- 
worked try which went 
unconverted to make the 
half time score 8-0 to the 
home side. 

After a stiff talking to 
by the coaches, together 
with some changes to 


personnel, the Athletic 
started the second half 
with much more deter¬ 
mination and drive and 
for 10 minutes pounded 
the home side, forwards 
Jake Lewis, Rory 
Thomas and Ashley 
Adams being notable. 

While Nantymoel 
defended well, this pres¬ 
sure became too much 
and after 50 minutes the 
Athletic’s Aaron 

Mordecai forced his way 
over for a much-needed 
try. The conversion went 
wide, making the score 
8-5. 

The Athletic now had 
their tails up and contin¬ 
ued to batter the 
Nantymoel line with 
strong runs from Josh 
Seldon and Tom Jenkins, 
and after a further five 
minutes, center Chris 
Price crashed over for 
the Athletic’s second try 
which was successfully 
converted this time by 
Scott Jones to take the 
score to 12-8. 

To their credit 
Nantymoel kept up their 
heads and continued to 
apply pressure until the 
final minutes but were 
not able to break down 
the Athletic defence, the 
game ending in a hard- 
fought 12-8 victory to 
Bridgend Athletic Youth. 

With further league 
matches coming up, 
there is still plenty to 
work on for the Athletic 
coaches who will, I’m 
sure, begin in the week 
ahead. 

MP 


Porthcawl RFC 
under-13s face 
their local rivals 


PORTHCAWL 
under-13s ‘squared 
up’ to their local 
rivals, Kenfig Hill. 

As per last season, the 
Mules were out to cap¬ 
ture their most prized 
scalp and started the 
game at speed. 

With a bigger but not 
so mobile pack, the 
Mules attacked the rucks 
with determination and a 
certain amount of know 
how. These mulers had 
obviously spent many an 
hour on the training field 
perfecting their tech¬ 
nique. 

But, true to form, the 
first score went to the 
seasiders with a try from 
Harry Nichols after he 
stormed up the touch line 
to touchdown under the 
posts. 

An interception try by 
Bevan Howells followed 
minutes later and the 
green and blacks were up 
and running. 

Kenfig Hill, to their 
credit, looked a different 
‘animal’ to last season 
and fought back immedi¬ 
ately. 

After some sterling 
work from their pack, 
they scored a fantastic try 
for themselves and went 
off at half-time only 14-5 
down. 

Unfortunately for 
Kenfig Hill, the second 


half was a different story. 

Porthcawl scored 
straight from the kick-off 
with a try from Harry 
Evans, which was coun¬ 
tered by a try from 
Kenfig Hill. 

The fightback didn’t 
last long as the Seaweeds 
ran in tries from Jac 
Flanagan, Louis 

Protheroe, Harry Evans, 
Bevan Howells and Tom 
Davies. 

To their credit, the 
Mules never surrendered 
and kept playing until the 
final whistle. 

The final score was; 
Kenfig Hill 10, 
Porthcawl 52, which 
slightly flattered the 
green and blacks, who 
scored a few late tries 
that made the scoreline a 
bit one-sided. 

Anthony Burnell 
grabbed himself a con¬ 
version with Bevan 
Howells kicking the 
other five. 

A big thank you to 
Kenfig Hill for their hos¬ 
pitality and welcome. 

Man of the match was 
Bevan Howells. 

Rest of the victorious 
squad: Max Budding, 


Ben Collins, Kurds 
Pridmore, Lloyd 

Mortimer, Ethan Waters, 
Ben Roach, Dan 
Williams, Callum 

Morgan, lestyn Raven, 
Joe Stradling. IB 
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ISION 


New and existing customers - ring for the iatest FREE Sky offers 
• Free instaii and free box offer at the moment and aiso 
6 months free uniimited broadband 




24 ▼ C«y« 5«^»cc 

12 

ftf.l 


CALL 
MUL WILL 


Co*-*W^rw*r»* MntI 

C*re,tw^m? Cf»*<k*4y 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


3^2 

Buy 3 blinds for J 
the price of 2 ^ 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

I Probably Wales’ Number I for 
* Blinds 
•Shutters 

•Awnii)gs f solar 
•Canopies bUnds 




www.onevlsionltd.co.uk 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 




SOIAR 

1 

Nortfi Road, Bridgend 

Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

1 Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

1 www.solarsunshades.co.uk 

— 


. „„_L MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS J 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 



Bairy Aerials The Aerial Man 

Aerial & Satellite Installations - 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

^ • Poor Reception Fixed | 

Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 

• Digital Aerial Installations 

” • Free Home Visits 

j^. 1 • Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446439125 or 07818 413451 




VALE BLINDSiweiesiLM 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds ■ 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles Wm \ 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


B 


BLIND SALEUe 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 


Unit 3 &4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 IBQ • wvvw.starline-blinds.co.uk 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443^ TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 




BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



Vale o£ Glamorgan » ^ 
stone &BuUding Work 

plus general maintenance ^ 

Quality stone work from £50 per sq mtr. 
Brickwork & stone slabbing £25 per sq mtr. 


Contact: Wayne Williams 

07974 110396 *01656 652558 


GRAB 1^ 

PLANT HIRE LTD 

• New Build • Extensions 

• Driveways • Tarmac 






1 




01446700535 



www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 


BUILDING SERVICES 



I Electrical and plumbing work underaken by gas 
safe and NIC accredited personnel. 

I Full design and planning service. 

I Free estimates given. 

I Roofing and plastering work. 

I All general building work considered. 

I House extensions a speciality. 

TeL 07973 469382 

SERVING THE VALE 


a 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

^^WedoitalV^ 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


d 

c 

E 

CO 

d 


Property Services (Wales) 


All electrical work undertaken plus a full range of home 
improvements and maintenance services at affordable 
prices with over 25 years experience in the building trade. 


Tel. 07980 712 777 


email; diamondpropertyserviceswales@gmail.com 

+“ 

Approved 

Contractor 

' THIS VOUCHER ENTITLES YOU TO ' 

i 10% 

as 


! * This voucher needs to be produced at the time of Quotation . ! 






MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.buildersi hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


WANTED! 

YOUR WHITE SCRAP PVC 

We pay £80 per ton for white PVC doors, 
windows, etc. 

Just remove glass & rubber seals. (Weighbridge facilities) 

Your local Recycling company 
WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON ANY GENUINE QUOTE 

Bring in as little or as much as you want. 

Open: Mon-Fri 7am - 6pm; Sat Bam - 1pm 

Collection Services starting soon 
Unit 87, Llandow Industrial 
Estate, CF71 7PB 


07977 

463773 


VfiLE CfiRPETS 

to^ tf/CHc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 
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Oear^o^A 

Certified with the 
‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


le me @ 
guildbfmastersweeps 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 




HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 




AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 



iga©©ii[pa©a[i 


|D.GULLIVER"ar1 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


§ All Internal & External Work 
• No Job too Small 
f 25 Years Experience 
§ Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07914 056255 


SJyi.yaughan 

mIb Ein 

■ Approved Contractc 


41lp©[patiaoKig| 


ALPHA HOME CLEANING SERVICE 

• Professional Carpet Cleaning 

• Leather Suites Cleaned and Treated 

• New Service for VenetianA/ertical Blinds 

(collected, washed, dried and re-hung). 

A good, reliable, prompt service, giving 
the highest standards possible. 
Special rates for senior citizens. 

01656 788901 or 07986 450609 


w 


Hits wood 
■ we're 
vervqood! 


CARPENTRY Hwh. 

Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


IstblO 

cuiceK^J^ 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable,] 
Established. 

Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 
_ Plus... 


GUTTER CLEANING 



Stain & Odour Removal | 
FREE 
with carpet clean 


07930157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 


The 

GEM 


2S.C.D 

1^ Carpentry 

• Doors 

• Laminate Hoors 
• Kitchens 
All aspects of 
Carpentry 
Call Steve on 
07737 291444 or 
01446 748164 





• Clean, Tidy & Reliable j ^ 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ 

• uPVC Soffits, Faseias & Guttering > 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07975 628842 

e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmaiLcom 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Bany 


P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
•g Bridgend 659354 j 07974 120082 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

^ Domestic 
I *_| Installer 
I_I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffeU@hotmail. co.uk 


<C Ea©©Q[pa©aa 


NH 


PEiinter &V I 
Decorator Wi 




and (Quaiitij^ 
c&rtte. aS. ^/anda hd. 

T: 02920 650854 
M: 07703 828 002 

www.heathwindowsltd.co.uk 


^Sgriffiths 

CARPENTRY 

All Aspects of 
Carpentry Work 
Undertaken 
Internal & External 


01446 790384 
07803 696451 


Time served. Qualified Professional, 

Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. I 

All Insurance Work Undertaken _lj 


B 


www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


Read The GEM page by page 
online at: www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 


WANTED! 
ELECTRICAL CABLE 

We pay up to £2.50 per kg for household electrical 
cable lower grade (not co-ax). Average price £1.50 
to £1.75 per kg. (Just remove plugs) 


Your local Recycling company 
WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON ANY GENUINE QUOTE 

Bring in as little or as much as you want. 

Open: Mon-Fri 7am - 6pm; Sat 8am - 1pm 

- - .-Mnr 


Collection Services starting soon , 

On board weiaht scales for electric cable. 

Unit 87, Llandow Industrial 
Estate, CF71 7PB 


07977 

463773 


®acp(il©m 

^©CtM?a©©3j 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 
Paddock Topping 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


<Iia©©i];cpa©aa S©^©©©> <:i; ^a^©oa g©cpwa©©©_ 


^T^GoSa© 


/ R^FIT 

^ (Established Family Business) 

& 


Repair 
Specialists I 


Why renew when you can repair! 
Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 





I Locksmiths I 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems,,.? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Winaow TB€ UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


©©©CP 

&cp^a@(] 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


o 

■,rT 

43,000 copies 
distributed to 
your potential 
customers 
throughout 
the Vale 

01446 774484 




Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


; 'Garden & Landscaping Services 

• ^ Amrd Winning Landscapers & Driveway instaliers 

• Driveways • Patios • Fencing • Decking 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Tlirfing 

www.gardciiandIandscapeservices.co.uk 

For a FREE quote contact 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 

infold gardeiiicuiidlaiMlNcap^st i \M-es.co.iik 

nrrirf.- 


ELECTRICIAN 

New Fuse Board from £295 (no VAT) 
Part P Compliant 
Rewire & New Build Specialist 
All electrical work undertaken 

Email: info@davembuildtech.co.uk 


Coiii|)lHt‘ Ganli ‘11 Smiri'si 

IFNClMi • MJ XIV, • lin. 

ASD lAV Nb • WALLiw K1H5 .V -• KTlW 

IM44ft 419428 
Vir«77ft5 4i||T53 


INSTALL 

ELECTRICAL 

Commercial & Domestrc 


Fuse Board 
Replacement 

From £349+ VAT 


Electrical Safety Inspection 
available for homes & businesses 



All electrical work undertaken 

• Installations * Repairs 

• Fault Finding 

• Maintenance 

01446 733773 NAFTT 
07816 09I41S 


Artorwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Irl:07914417471 orOM46 792i«J 


MORE GARDENERS NEXT PAGE 


jviBnai 

8AL£8 . tCRVICE. MFMIB • BLARES 

UMN MCIIICRS * 

ftmmmfn • motwrnfn 
AM) 04mw 4CCraOP1FS 

RmGNm FOR SOmORiAT DEALS 


mmmrn 

tJtMiM Ti<i(H440nM»2 


Uanil^ 
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Bridce 5fS 

Vole V 

Tree Seri/kes^ 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& FENCING AVAILABLE 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 



Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Advert enquiries: 

gemsaies@ 

tindienews.co.uk 




35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Service & Breakdowns 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indenturecT^^P 
Service Engineers 



Heating & 

Plumbing 

Installation 


COMBINATION BOILER & 
LPG SPECIALIST 


static Homes - Caravans 
Landlord/Gas Safety Certificates 
Competitive Prices 
Reliable Service 

01446 796263 or 07814 394378 

www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 









September to December 

The best quarter to advertise 
Call us now: 

I he GEM 

01446 774484 




M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job 
too small 
07526 125982^ 
nr 01446 753503 



CELTIC 
PLUMBING * 
& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 


07973 785339 « 
07956 887536 ^ 


DC P(mtm 

i' 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation y ’ 
Tiling • Electrical ^ 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


BARRY & VALE PLUMBING 

• Taps • Toilets 

• Radiators and everything in between 
FREE ESTIMATES 

07979 967 627 


S-M-Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators y ■ 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230141 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, IV Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


gZm Plumbing & Heating 

II 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
IIP Combination Boiler Specialist 
I " Annual Boiler Service only£40 

I For all your plumbing and heating requirements^^^^ 

I All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured, 

Fast, Friendly Service. 301 6i6 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
> & Tiling 


01446 

794266 





ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspeets of uPVC 
guttering, faseias, 
downpipes, ete. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainanee 
work earned out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Eree estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 


* New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Faseias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.Jlveyroofing.co.uk 
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J.M.C Ryan & Son 

ROOFING - REPAIRS - CARPENTRY 

rami 


01656 786336 • Mobile: 07801895425 

Email: jmc_ryan@yahoo.com www.jmcryan.co.uk 





Your local Skip Hire Co. 

for Barry & The Vale 
POSSIBLY THE CHEAPEST 
SKIPS IN SOUTH WALES 
80% of Waste Recycled 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


REMOVE^, 

- © 


.RrcYCLE I 


Saturday 
Sam - 1pm 


Abacus Hire 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


RE-USE 


2 yard £79 
4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £240 
16 yard (wood only) 

Clean Wood 



£200 


gate fees 0 ton 


Commercial & Demolition Wood £18 per ton 
Mattresses £10 extra 

Deliveries to site must have waste carrier licence. 
Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 


INSTA 




SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 



Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


MORE ‘WANTED’ NEXT PAGE 


St. At h an 

RUBBISH 
& HOUSE 
REMOVALS 


• Grass Cuttings 

• House Removal 

• Rubbish Removal 

• Hedge Trimming 

• Gutters, Fascia’s 
Cleaned 

• Free Quotes 


^07763 007819 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 




Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 

Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 ^ 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



Established oy£r 23years ^ 

<TUestyU 

^ ^ Martyn Hacker 

SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 
AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

0 07816 668076 or 01446 792676 m i 

_ martynhacker05@hotnnail.co.uk ILJI | 




MATHS 

TUITION 


Experienced graduate 
offers one to one 
tuition to students 
in Years 10& 11 
studying towards 
GCSE examinations. 
01446 721341 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 829 2859 7887 
07971 648596 




DH Solutions-Cash 4 Scrap 


FROM £5 TO £50,000 
PAID FOR METALS 


We buy all non-ferrous & precious metals. 
We also buy all cars, vans, lorries and plant 
We will beat any price locally for: 
Copper, Armoured Cable, 
Household Wire, Brass, Lead, 
Stainless Steel, Elecric Motors, 
Lead Acid Batteries, 
Catalytic Converters, DPF Filters, 
Gold and Silver 

Free collection for all metals and vehicles. 


£150 MINIMUM 
ANY VEHICLE 


For the latest prices or to arrange a visit, 
please call us 24 hours 
www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 08453 047117 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


@1? [iii]®Q®cpaoQgi 


^ Gali#4rK 

Driving Schooi Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instmetor training 

3^ • Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

^ 0800 0280 406 

*sesd _www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


SPECIAL 
OFFERS 
FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


ftl Rich’sS-O-M, 

' Patient, friendly, 
reliable instructor 
with 10 years 
experience. 


1st 10 hours £99 


07812 564378 
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Chapel Mews 


fkHtam0ti9fi§$uHdSnfSQh^ 

nmAm^Am^tk 
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New Salvage Yard 

0)MmTutia«y IMUDetobtf^QU 


0)MmTutia«y 

OMw^THet 


■ 0^1^ ch•fc^ 

• iMood Mock ^ooFVtg 

' FVepiMes A sungy^ 

• C«dt ton nidMan 

• MKc. #ma st*v fOc 
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LA LUNA BRASSERIE 

(Formerly Brookes Restaurant Talbot Green) 

Requires 

Experienced Restaurant Manager/Supervisor 

for our Award Winning Restaurant 

Must have proven track record, supervisor experience, 
excellent service and wine knowledge 

Please ring Craig Brookes on 01443 239600 


Home Care Workers 

Full & Part Time 

No experience necessary, to cover 
Penarth & Barry, full driving licence & car 
required. £6.50 plh. Personal care, domestic 
tasks, shopping & meal preparation. 

For immediate interview: 01446 724960 


KEITH POWELL 

The family of the late Keith Powell would like to 
thank everyone for their support at this sad time. 
We greatly appreciate your kind expressions 
of sympathy. 

All your thoughts and support are deep in our hearts 
and we thank you for keeping us in your hearts. 




SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWfiNTED SCRfiP 
€1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY I 
I 




Found 

Two Bags of 
Shopping 

Left in Iceland. 
(Farmfoods Frozen 
products) - Call 

01446 796302 

FOUND 

in West End of Barry 
28th September 

Black & White 
Female Cat neutered 

(one eye only) 

Teh 02920 594755 


BRIDGEND TOWN COUNCIL 

Part Time Clerk/ 
Responsible Financial Officer 

Applications are invited for the position of part- 
time clerk/responsible financial officer. This is 
an interesting and responsible 
community role. 

Office hours are 4 hours daily, Monday to 
Friday, with occasional evening meetings as 
required. Starting salary, £16,000, subject to 
annual review. 

If you are a proven leader, who has sound 
financial administration and business 
mangement skills and a clear understanding 
of the working of a Town Council, along with 
the ability to work in partnership with 
councillors, other local authorities, and 
community and business groups in promoting 
the interests of Bridgend, we welcome your 
application. Local knowledge of Bridgend 
Town would be an advantage. 

Applications, along with your CV and contact 
details of two referees, to be forwarded to 
Bridgend Town Council, Council Cffices, 
Glanogwr, Bridgend, CF31 3PF. 

Closing date for all applications will be 
Monday, 22nd Cctober. 


DONOVAN 

olive 

Peacefully on October 4th at Princess of Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend, Olive aged 94 years, of Cowbridge. Dearly 
loved mother of Jennifer, mother-in-law of David, 
much loved grandmother of Rachel and Emma, great¬ 
grandmother of Owen, Leah, Nimue, Osian and Kian. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James and 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Monday, October 15th, service 
and cremation 3.15pm at Coychurch Crematorium, 
Bridgend. Family flowers only may be sent to the 
Funeral Home. Donations in Hen, if desired, may be 
sent to Arthritis Research c/o Mr J James, 

11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose CF62 3DZ- 
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Congratulations on the 
Engagement of 

Ian Bradshaw (Llampha) 
& Rachel England 

(Cowbridge) 

Wishing you both every happiness. 
Lots of love from both families xxxx 


01446 774484 


tindlenews.co.uk 



The GEM 

reaching the people 
from Penarth to 
Porthcawl 
Call 01446 774484 


VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price local lyQHjJISJ for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call US today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 




At the GIFT GALLERY 

12 Commercial Street,Llantwit Major 

01446 795454 

Sell 6grms or more of Hallmarked Gold 
to the above shop in one transaction or 
Sell 4 ozs of Silver and pick up A Bottle of Wine. 

Must show full ID and must be over 18. 


HAPPYBmTHDM 
‘Sweet 16’ 

SHANELLA 
EVANS 

on 

11th October, 2012 

Lots of love from Mum, Lesley, Klara, 
Anneka, Garin and Sophie x x x 


Happy 21st Birthday 

NathaiJ'- ^ 



ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 

appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 

House, 53 Eastgate, 

Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 

Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


HobI 




Est 1946 - 24 hour Service 


(T 

W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


Happy 9th Birthday 
Lily-Ann % 
Gore 4|’X^ 

Hope you have f 

a great day. 4 ^ 

Lots of Love Mummy, Aunty Ann, 
Kayleigh, Mike and all the family x x x 


• 50 • 50 • 50 • 50 • 50 • 50 • 


VAL 

OROINOW 

Happy 50 th 
I Birthday ‘VaV 

on 14tli October 
Hope you have a 
lovely day 
I Love from all the 
family xxx 


• 50 • 50 • 50 • 50 • 50 • 50 • 


on 10th October, 2012 ^ ^* 7 !^ 
Lots of Love ... 

Mum, Dad, Steve, Leanne, John, 
Rhian, Harri, Joanie & Caitlin x x ; 



DECLAN 

COOPER 

happy 18 th 
BIRTHDAY 
1 on 14th October 
I- THEN I 
&NOWf 


God Bless. 

Love from 
Mum, Dad 
& Family 
XXXX 




Full Size ‘Farfisa’ 
Electric Organ 

4ft X 4ft wood finish with 
instruction books. 
Triple Span 
Extension Ladder 
Roof ladder with extensions. 
Ideal for large roof. 
Electric Welder 
with oxy plus accessories. 
Retired builder clearing 
equipment. 

All good condition 

Tel. 01446 793613 

Sensible offers only!^^ 


'^Gr^a®[|©S^ 


Ducal Antique 
Pine Dresser 

3 cupboards with 
drawers, glass doors 
and lighting above - 

£225 

Ducal Dining Table 

plus 4 chairs - £135 

Tel. 01446 796888 


Chesterfield 

Sofa 

Large, black fabric with 
matching cushions. 

£300 

01446 401264 

(evenings) 


Paula Rosa 
French Oak 
Kitchen 

16 units, 2 sinks, 

2 taps, Aristan gas 
hob and extractor fan, 
good condition. 

£590 

Tel. 01446 796888,^ 


Twin 

Stowabeds 

(3ft) Almost new 
Cost £470 

Sell £100 

Tel. 01446 679171 


Hand Knotted 
Oriental Indian Rug 

12’ x 9’, green, cream, 
peach and blue. Excellent 
condition, 3 years old. 
Cost £3,000, bargain at 

£750. 

Large Berry Electric Wood 
Burner effect Stove £75. 
01656 861920 


Leekes 

Glass Cabinet 

4ft 4ins wide. 

Top half glass cupboard 
(includes drinks unit). 

Bottom half 
3 cupboards/1 drawer. 
Excellent condition. 
Buyer collects. 

New £499 

Sell for £75 
Tel. 01446 711477 


Stairlift 

New £500 

Single Bed 

With mattress 
and throwover, 
new £ 100 . 
01656 890489 


Large Lilliput 
Lane Cottages 
Collection 
For Sale 

Good condition and 
boxed. 

01446 773113,, 


W, A Brown Son 


Fun«rai Oir#ctcrs 


Pembrots Hoja. 

College Street, Uantwlt Ma)or 
01446 792 480 


Cadoxton Funeral Home 
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MOTORPARTS 


Sontli Wdes Letting AU«7 Wheel SpecioKsIs 


Looking to advertise in over 42,000 
newspapers AND online? Then get in 
touch with us - telephone 01446 774484 
or email gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


NEW PEUGEOT 208 PROVES 
IMPRESSIVE FRENCH DRIVE 



The Peugeot 208 Hatchback 1.6 VTi Allure. 


F or this 

week’s road 
test, we visit 
tranquil and pictur¬ 
esque Brittany to 
test the all-new 
Peugeot 208, the 
replacement to the 
popular 207. 

In a world that is full 
of bland and character¬ 
less hatchbacks, Peugeot 
has a tough job to make 
its offering suitably dif¬ 
ferent and, importantly, 
better than the class¬ 
beating Ford Fiesta. 

The new 208 is seven 
centimetres smaller than 
its predecessor yet there 
are five centimetres 
more legroom for rear 
occupants. The 1.6-litre 
VTi Allure petrol model 
tested returns up to a 
decent 47mpg. This 
means that it travels 600 
miles on its 50-ltr fuel 
tank. 

At first glance, it’s a 
striking model that looks 
and feels much more 
fashionable and appeal¬ 
ing than its predecessor, 
demanding lustful 
glances from other 
motorists, pedestrians 
and children alike. 

It shares the same 
wheelbase with the 207 
but is over 100kg lighter 
thanks to a wise choice 
of materials including 
aluminium. 

Despite Autocar high¬ 
lighting a poor gearbox, 
performance and noisy 


Motoring by Tim 
Saunders 


engine on the 1.2-litre 
model, the 1.6-litre was 
a joy to drive through St 
Malo, Dinan and Dinard, 
and prior to that it coped 
with the Brittany 
Ferries’ crossing with 
ease; its alarm not going 
off once, unlike the 
Mercedes next to it. 

Yes, the five-speed 
gearbox is a little clunky 
but it’s certainly deci¬ 
sive. The best part of 
this vehicle for me are 
the excellent front buck¬ 
et seats (you’ll see them 
in the video on test- 
drives.biz), which prove 
to be brilliant long-dis¬ 
tance companions, 
ensuring that we arrive 
at Domain des Ormes, 
our holiday destination 
in Dol de Bretagne, very 
much relaxed. 

I find the power steer¬ 
ing a little too sensitive 
and light for my liking, 
but it has a tight turning 
circle, experienced when 
needing to double back 
on myself at a mini 
roundabout. 

Its dashboard has 
been thoughtfully 
designed so that it does 
not intrude on the front 
passenger, allowing for 
plenty of legroom. The 
powerful radio even 
picks up BBC Radio 4 in 
Dinard and French radio 
on our return home. 


My wife, baby daugh¬ 
ter and I carry a fair bit 
of luggage and the Pug 
is full to bursting. Three 
sizeable suitcases are 
crammed into the boot 
and there is space for the 
pushchair on top, if all 


the wheels are removed. 

According to Autocar, 
this Slovakia-built 
Peugeot is not polished 
enough but, and whether 
this is because I am priv¬ 
ileged enough to be driv¬ 
ing a range-topping 


model, I am impressed 
with the styling, the 
chrome around the grille 
and windows, and its 
distinctive look, not to 
mention the high-quality 
interior. The air condi¬ 
tioning is a welcome 
feature when it hits 30 
degrees Celsius on our 
final day together. 

New price range: 
£9,995 - £18,495. 

Model tested: £15,000 
appro. 

Peugeot 208 
Hatchback 1.6 VTi 
Allure 5d. Economy: 47 
mpg. Power: 120bhp. 0- 
60mph: 10.9secs. Top 
speed: 118mph. 


Council plans to 
‘inspire a generation’ 


THE Vale Council has 
responded to a plea by Coun 
Claire Curtis, Labour council¬ 
lor for Dyfanward, Barry, to 
ensure that the ‘Olympic lega¬ 
cy’ is upheld in the borough. 

A report by the leisure and tourism 
team lists programmes run by the 
council and its partners to achieve the 
goal of ‘inspiring a generation’. 

These include: the 5x60 Scheme, the 
Dragon Sports Scheme and the coun¬ 
cil’s disability sport development offi¬ 
cer, funded via Sport Wales. 

The report adds that the council’s 
link with Sport Wales is reviewed on 
an annual basis and is worth approxi¬ 
mately £500,000. 

It states: “New sports such as hand¬ 
ball and water polo have been trialled 


in the Vale as part of the 5x60 pro¬ 
gramme and free swimming pro¬ 
gramme respectively. 

“In addition, both Penarth Leisure 
Centre and the Colcot Sports Centre 
have hosted wheelchair rugby events. 

“These initiatives often provide the 
platform to introduce new sports to an 
area - such as handball, volleyball and 
basketball - as well as activities chil¬ 
dren and young people enjoy, such as 
street dance and dodgeball. 

“Future aims include developing 
more junior opportunities in Olympic 
sports, such as badminton, table tennis 
and disability swimming.” 

A partnership contract with 
Parkwood Leisure has provided an 
additional £1,000,000 of capital fund¬ 
ing to increase the use of sports facili¬ 
ties. 



APECMaintenance 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 

SPECIALISTS 

Full workshop facilities and experienced 
qualified fitters catering for all makes and 
models of commercial vehicles. 

• Fleet maintenance and servicing 

• 24 hour recovery 

• Fuii M.O.T. preparation and presentation 

• Maintenance agreements 

• Fuii vehicie and traiier inspections 

• All types of commercial vehicles including 
vans, traiiers and PSV vehicles 

• Steam Cleaning ^ 






Call Andy Kirby at APEC Maintenance 


Tel: 01446 773430 Mob: 07791 584842 
info@apecwales.com 
Unit 2, Crossways Business Park, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7LJ 
www.apecwaies.com 


THIS IS A PUBLIC INFORMATION ADVERT 

DID YOU KNOW THAT DRIVING ON ONE 
ILLEGAL TYRE COULD MEAN THREE POINTS 
ON YOUR DRIVING LICENCE. 

FOUR TYRES IS A POSSIBLE BAN 
AND A FINE OF UP TO £2,000. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT BUYING PART WORN TYRES 
COULD INVALIDATE YOUR INSURANCE (THROUGH 
AGE AND INCORRECT FITMENTS) WHICH COULD 
MEAN A VERY EXPENSIVE ACCIDENT . 

GET YOUR VEHICLE CHECKED NOW! 

YOU KNOW IT MAKES SENSE! 

JUST CALL IN OR 
TELEPHONE US. 

IT’S FREE IF YOU ARE LEGAL 

SO BE SAFE, BE SURE 
AND STAY THE RIGHT 
SIDE OF THE LAW. 




BARRY TYRE CENTRE 

Where good quality costs you less 
Come on...keep it local - we won't bt ' 

HOLTON ROAD, LOWER GUTHRIE 
BARRY CF63 4HU STREET, BARRY CF63 4PS 
01446 745888 01446 737447 


www.barrytyreautocentre.co.uk 

All major credit < xepted Saturday 8.30am 
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Aussie rugby legend coaches 
Vale pupils during his visit 


Aussie rugby legend 
David Campese passes 
on his expertise to 
potential Welsh rugby 
stars of the future at 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg. 

YOUNG people 
from Ysgol Gyfun 
Bro Morgannwg 
were recently given 
opportunities to be 
coached and take 
part in unique 
rugby sessions 
delivered by 
Australian rugby 
legend David 
Campese. 






Organised by Peter 
Griffiths of PGIO 
Coaching, the sessions 
were aimed at increas- 


r 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Fcrd Focue 
Ford Focus 
Cstite 
Fcfd&MMt 
GmI VW 
Tranapoftar 

9 SMl 




(01656) 

>660160 

details ay a itafc to cn our ypeberte*. 

ckvaniii'iP.CO Uk 


ing participation in 
sport and leaving a 
legacy in Welsh sport 
after the Olympics. 

Children and young 
people of all abilities 
and ages were taken 
through their paces by 
one of the world’s 
greatest rugby players 
and a 1991 World Cup 
winner. 

Campese made 101 
appearances for the 
green and gold of 
Australia, scoring 64 
tries, and was on hand 
to give tips, help pro¬ 
mote an active lifestyle 
and inspire the next 
generation to get 
involved in sport. 

Following the rugby 
sessions, Campese pro¬ 
vided an inspirational Q 
and A for the pupils and 
hosted an evening at 
the Bear Hotel in 
Cowbridge where he 
spoke to guests about 
his career and his views 


on the sport of rugby. 

Peter Griffiths said: 
“The opportunities on 
offer were a huge suc¬ 
cess and a fantastic 
opportunity for young 
people to be coached 
by one of the world’s 
greatest and most deco¬ 
rated rugby players, 
David Campese. 

“After the success of 
the Olympics, PGIO 
Coaching is committed 
to providing more and 
more sporting opportu¬ 
nities for children and 
young people to get 
involved in sport and 
help leave a legacy in 
Wales and afar. 

“This will also pro¬ 
vide young people with 
the opportunities to 
develop new skills but, 
more importantly, allow 
young people who find 
accessing sport difficult 
an opportunity to get 
active and lead a 
healthy lifestyle.” 


Glamorgan Hunt Golf Day 
has an air of the Ryder Cup 



The winning team on the day. 


THE rescheduled 
annual Glamorgan 
Hunt golf day was 
held recently at 
Cottrell Park, on 
the Mackintosh 
course. 

Unusually this sum¬ 
mer, the weather was 
warm and sunny with lit¬ 
tle wind, in fact perfect 
golf conditions. 

Nine teams took part, 
but with only two ladies 
amongst them, Sarah 
Morris and Judi Pickard 
of Southerndown Golf 
Club. 

Judging by the scores, 
it must have been like 
competing for places in 
the Ryder Cup - only two 
points separated the first 
and second teams, a fur¬ 
ther 10 points to third. 

The Priory was the 
winning team, with Rhys 


Williams, Matthew Gill, 
Pat Regan and Ian 
Pearcey. 

Second team were the 
WEGS, with Keith 
Gibson, Jamie Gibson, 
Peter Croke and Peter 
Jenkins. Third team were 
Maes Glas Vets, with 
Mike King, Roger Jones, 
Bill Philpin and Martin 
David. 

The individual prize 
for the best stapleford 
score went to Jamie 
Gibson with 41 points, 
who also won the longest 
drive competition. 

Sarah Morris won the 
longest ladies’ drive and 
she also had nearest the 
pin on the 15th hole. 

Roger Jones had near¬ 
est the pin on the fourth, 
Keith James on the 
eighth and David 
Llancadle Williams on 
the 12th. GP 


The runners-up, with individual winner Jamie 
Gibson on the far left. 


LANDOW 
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' Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 
' Van MOT Preparation 

' Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Llandow Trading Estate, CF71 7PB 


EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES * 4x4 TYRES * SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT S * DISCS • SERVICING 



EXHAUSTS 


'^li ^l(b i3(ID4l| 

Mir 

BATTERIES 

Mi4rU«WmMTY 

UHU3E Mir 


£39.95 

I 

£43.95 


GET YOUR TYRES CHECKED 


PRIMIUM MIDOfSTONI SPICIAU 

I.fl 

t/iJO tlW C27* 
MiaiimiiiD iTltS Cl4S l2N 
'ivii Cl07.«$ t210 (4)0 
2BiaR'« ii4^»>Kisii (131 jH (2SS (499 



GOODYEAR SPECIALS 

RunOaflal Tyres . 

1;:-;“. HP K' ■ 

£l13u9S I 

I 

Ht £224.9$ I 


SPECIAL OFFER 
MOT/SERVICE 

IIHTHiMSEtWri 

fltM Mir £ 77.00 


STANDARD TYRES hum 

^£31.00 

165/70TR13 . 

175/70TR‘4 
175/65TR14 . 

FROM ONir £31.M 
FROM ONir £38.«S 
FROM ONLY £34.95 

PERFORMANCE TYRES Iran 

k £39.50 

)85/60HRl4 

185/65HR15 . 

195/65HR15 . 

FROM ONLY £39.5* 
FROM ONLY £39.«5 
FROM ONLY £39.95 

HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES tr:ni 

k £41.54 

185/55VR15 
195/65VR15 
205/55VR16 . 

FROM ONLY £41.5« 
FROM ONir £43.95 
FROM ONLY £49.95 

ULTM HKM PERFORHAMCE TYRES hcfl* 

^ £49.95 


205/55WRU 
225/45WRI7 
225/40WRia 
R Yom vnf wt n noi smivm 

SU IMCUniBI PRtCiS HRYN 


FROM ONLY £49.«s 
FROM ONLY £54.t5 
FROM ONLY £56 .fS 
fIfAVI CAU POt A OUOf A1I0M 
MIOBiR EITRLSI 


BARRY 


CARDIFF ^ 

C^C3 20W a 

01446 733167 

i.’l Pc •jrif 

DArrtifr 

err en T % 

029 20 382644^ 


WP ARE OPTN MCIMDAV • rXIDAV H ODrtm • 90nm, HATUHnAVn (I 00«im - 4 (XIpm ^ 

OUR PRICES ARE ALL IMCLUSfVE - NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! ALL MAXm CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. 
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U4ARRANTV 


Representative* 


On AVGO Fire 
and Vans Edition. 

stunVMit on »0. UC'tw. 


To arrange a test drive contact us on the details belo<j/. 


Toyota lUorld Bridgend 
Tondu Road. Bridgend 
Mid Glamorgdn 
CF314LH 


Tel: 01656 858 334 
toyotatuorldbridgend.toyota.co.uk 


matmtltxx rik/WPOew UOItoM *e»armtfaia•«««*•«• WMUi 

t^r«»wJl8Stgfci#aniliMiH>amiM a3»eet4,iaflp<ai>ycyi»>r ^ W^'26Hk ix^Titi i irbueca«Mii«>ieiUD»ioef iWtajoanlM^a«^3lqCCM:aMg»4a6fl»tMr<iifiOMCCa»dWm,ibfWii<ar 

OMcial f M< CimtMrpticin FtqtirKiti wm (VlOOteX Vlvn fdHitci tOUVT-l idoer«unuaMirtan4i J (5 J>,f»trt l>Wn 6&. T |4J|.Cowfc^ri» J Si.Q (4 JX Ctb IrrantoM 11 til 

WT>i 3fl9frnanaaltUtte«nl5.4(SwlX ue^Oflupt ?43|3JX C4feltn«d66.7(4Jt CDiFoiMkiom^^yAim 
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C/n/sj Hi 



08 58 NISSAN Navara D/CAB LWD Expedition 2.5DCi 
169 4wd. Black, Diesel, Auto, FSH, 10wner, Sat Nav, Full 
Black Leather, Climate & Cruise & Much More, 85k. 


£9,990 + vat 



09 59 RENAULT Twingo 1.2 Freeway 
3Dr. red, 1 Owner, FSH, 6241 Miles 
Only, E/Windows, C/Locking. 


£4,790 


03 03 LAND ROVER Freelander 2.0 
TD4 Kalahari 3Dr. Blue, Diesel, 
Cream Leather, Alloys, Air Con, 89k. 


£3,890 


09 59 PEUGEOT 407 2.0 HD1140 Sport 4Dr 
Saloon. Grey, Diesel, 1/2 Black Leather, 1 
Owner, 6 Speed, FSH, Parking Sensors, 73k. 


£5,790 


09 59 VOLVO 0301.60 Drive R Design 3Dr. White, 
Diesel, 1/2 Cream Leather & Charcoal Suede 
Seats, FSH, Cruise & Climate Control, 71k. 


£9,490 


08 08 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8i VVT SRi 
5Dr. Red, Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, 
E/Windows, C/Locking, 67k. 


£4,590 



07 57 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Expression 5Dr. 
Black, 1 Owner, FSH, Air Con, 
E/Windows, C/Locking, 47k. 


£4,690 



09 59 NISSAN Qashqai 1.5DCi Visia 5Dr. 
Blue, Diesel, 1 Owner, FSH, Climate 
Control, Bluetooth, 6 Speed, 83k. 


£8,790 


09 09 AUDI A5 TDi Cuattro Sport 2Dr 
Coupe. Silver, Diesel, Full Black Leather, 1 
I Owner, Cruise & Climate Control, FSH, 54k. 


£15,990 


07 57 PEUGEOT 307 1.6 S %Dr Estate. 
Black, Alloys, Air Con, FSH, CD Player, 
E/Windows, Glass Roof, 87k. 


£3,990 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk CFS3 2NW ^ 



i A Better service at a Better price 


MoT’s 



4 Wheel 
Laser 
Alignment 

from 

£18 


Diagnostic from.£39.95 

Radio Decodes.£14.99 

Full Valets from .£40.00 

Key Programming 
DPF Problems 
ECU Repairs 
Gear Box repairs 
Air Bag Faults 
Brakes and ABS 
All Repair work undertaken 



CAR 

REMAPPING 

£179.00 

Save ^£s on 
Fuel Economy 
and Increase 
Performance 


Full Car 
Servicing 
from 

£100 

+ VAT 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW 

www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735561 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30 - 5.30 
Saturday 8.30 -13.00 


All major 
credit 
cards 
accepted 
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07 RENAULT Megane 1.6 
Dynamique Auto 5-dr 

Met gold, 23,234 miles from new 

£4,295 


58 VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel 

Met blue with black/cream leather, 
38,000 miles 

£10,995 


59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£7,995 


56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 
GDTi SRi Coupe 

Met grey, 69,000 miles, FSH 

£5,995 


09 TOYOTA Yoris 
1.3 TR 

Red, 34,000 miles, high spec example 

£6,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK. 


56 PEUGEOT 107 
Urban Lite 3-dr 

Yellow, 43,000 miles, 
£30 road tax, low insurance 

£3,795 



lippe 

Outlander 1.4 Diesel Auto 

Met blue, 6,000 miles 

£8,995 



10 RENAULT Clio 1.2i 
Music 5-dr (100) 

Bright met green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner 

£6,995 



58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 

5-door, met black, 43,000 mile diesel 
with mulispoke alloys 

£8,995 


PORSCHE 911 Convertible, in silver, 83,000 
miles with H/Top, leather, upgraded alloys £12,995 
VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel in met blue with 

black/cream leather, 38,000 miles.£10,995 

KIA Sorento 2.5XS Auto, in silver, 50,000 miles, 1 

owner, diesel 4x4 at.£10,995 

VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 Diesel (130) Exclusive 
5-dr in met silver, 15,000 miles. Fantastic value at 

.£9,995 

CHRYSLER 300 CRD Auto. In silver with grey 

leather, 54,000 miles, diesel at .£8,995 

PEUGEOT Bipper Tepee Outlander 1.4 Diesel 
Automatic in met blue, only 6,000 miles . .£8,995 
VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr in met black, 43,000 

mile diesel with multispoke alloys .£8,995 

BMW X3 2.5 Sport Auto in met blue with beige 
leather. 59,000 miles. Panoramic roof, etc .£8,995 
FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, cd, 

etc, 30 road tax, low insurance .£7,995 

RENAULT Clio 1.2i Music 5-dr (100). In bright 

met green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, fantas¬ 
tic value, new shape at .£6,995 

TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 TR. In red, 34,000 miles, high 

spec, example, £30 road tax .£6,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi 3-dr SX. Black, 39,000 

miles, £20 road tax + diesel economy.£6,995 

VW Golf 1.9TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 miles, 

a/c, alloys etc.£6,995 

SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey 
with full leather trim, 16,000 miles from new £6,995 
JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In metallic sil¬ 
ver with beige leather trim, 73,000 miles with sat 

nav .£6,495 

KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 

miles, low insurance .£5,995 

PEUGEOT 207 1.4XE 5-dr in black, 23,000 miles 

.£5,995 

PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Verve 3-dr. In black, 19,000 

miles, 1 owner, great looking car.£5,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi SRi Coupe. In met 

grey, 69,000 miles, fsh.£5,995 

TOYOTA Corolla CLR 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. In 

platinum metallic, 62,000 miles .£5,995 

VW Golf-i-1.9TDi SE. In Black, 82,000 miles, eco¬ 
nomical diesel at.£5,695 

VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,495 

NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local 

owner, only .£5,495 

RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. In silver, 
26,000 miles, pan roof, fantastic value at . .£5,495 
FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Ciimate 3-dr. In met blue, 

42,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.3 CDTi Life 5-dr. In red, 

50,000 miles, superb MPG .£5,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Styie Ciimate 3-dr. In metallic 

red, 48,000 miles.£4,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Diesel Style 5-dr. In black, 

75,000 miles .£4,995 

LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel ‘S’ 5-dr. 
In black, 87,000 mile 4x4 at.£4,995 


59 CHEVROLET Aveo 12LS 5-dr. In silver, 21,000 
mile hatch, a/c, cd etc.£4,495 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 

miles, fantastic value at.£4,495 

07 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Automatic 5- 
dr. In met gold, 23,234 miles from new . . .£4,295 
06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TDCi Styie 5-dr in met blue, 
61,000 miles with a/c, etc .£4,295 

56 DiAHATSU Sirion 1.3 SX 5-dr. In silver, 18,576 

miles from new .£3,995 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 5-dr. In silver with climate 

pack, 65,000 miles .£3,995 

54 VOLVO S40 2.0 Diesel ‘S’. In sand metallic, high 

spec, economical example at .£3,995 

04 JAGUAR X-Type 2.1 SE Auto. In light met blue 

with beige leather trim, 75,000 miles.£3,995 

03 HONDA CRV Sport SE. In silver, 90,000 mile 4x4 

at.£3,995 

58 DAIHATSU Sirion I.OS-i- 5-dr. In silver, low 
insurance -i- £30 road tax, with sun roof . . .£3,795 
56 PEUGEOT 107 Urban Lite 3-dr in yellow, 43,000 
miles, £30 road tax, low insurance.£3,795 

54 RENAULT Megane 1.9 DCi Dynamique 

Convertibie in silver with black leather, fantastic 
MPG at.£3,795 

08 CHEVROLET Tacuma CDXi Automatic. In met 

blue, only 8,000 miles from new .£3,695 

53 AUDI A4 1.9TDi SE (110). In black, 112,000 mile 
diesel, fantastic mpg .£3,695 

55 FORD Focus 1.6LX Auto 5-dr. In blue, fantastic 

value new shape Focus at only.£2,995 

53 VW Golf 1.4 Match 5-dr. In met BRG, 63,000 

miles, low insurance .£3,495 

06 FIAT Idea 1.4 Automatic. In blue, 19,000 miles . . 

.£3,295 

54 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE Auto in black with 

leather, low mileage stylish coupe at.£3,295 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 

miles.£2,995 

54 FORD Focus 1.8 Ghia 5-dr. In crystal silver, 
58,000 miles, 2 owners, a/c, alloys etc . . .£2,995 

53 JAGUAR X-Type 2.5 Sport 4WD Auto. In black, 

94,000 miles, fantastic value.£2,995 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 

88,000 miles, fantastic MPG .£2,995 

S BMW Z3 1.9 Convertible in silver with black 
leather, 18 inch alloys, etc.£2,995 

55 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique. in silver, 49,000 

miles, S/R, alloys .£2,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Oasis 5-dr in black, 
62,000 miles with pan-roof, key less go . . £2,995 
55 FORD KA. In red, 36,000 miles, 1 local owner . . . 

.£2,495 

54 CITROEN Berlingo Enterprise 1.9 Diesei Van. 

In white, 70,000 miles .£2,495 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles 

with a/c, cruise control, cd.£2,495 

03 SKODA Fabia 1.4 Elegance 5-dr. In met blue, 

FSH, cd etc.£2,495 

04 FIAT Panda 1.1 Active. In Cardiff City blue, low 
insurance.£1,995 



53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi 

ice blue met, 70,000 miles with a/c, 
cruise control, cd 

£2,495 



59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 
Verve 3-dr. 

block, 19,000 miles, 1 owner, great looking cor 

£5,995 



09 NISSAN Micro 1.4 
Convertible 

In silver, 1 local owner 

£5,495 



55 FORD C-Max 
2.0 Ghia Auto 

Met grey, 71,000 miles 
Fantastic Value 

£4,495 


RBC 


All cars sui 

Just a small sel 


with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

fection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAIIABlf • All CARS HPi C1£AR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 




I'^^black : sel 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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The Only IndepemM BMW, Meree^ MW, PoKche 
& Jagia* speciaist in South Wales with OFT Aniroval 
Wtependentiy inspected by the RAC! 

Our focus is on maintaining our customer's vehicles to the highest standards possible but 
without the dealer price tag. Since vire first opened we have delivered a service which In our 
opinion surpa^ the quality of that of the local dealer networics. We invest in staff training 
the latest eqmpment and deliver outstanding customer service. We don't have a glossy 
showroom in the centre of Cardiff but we'll welcome you with a smile. 

The key to our success is being an honest ^ily run business and detlvering a great 
experience; we want you as a customer and we want you to return year after year. 

All our staff are NVQ3 or higher qualiheCt most are ATA Certified and Bosch Master 
Technicians or working towards it and most are fomer dealer with Manu^cturer specific 
training. Anyone that works on your car at Permoveo is skilled and qualified to do their job! 
The next time you visit the garage you've been using for years or ywr friend recommends; ask 
about the staff qualifications and whether they have OE dealer tooling. 

If your vehicle is due a service ask for a Free Service Information pack which will include a 
complete breakdown of what to expect from a Permoveo Service and a price comparison 
compared to the local dealer networks. On average we're about 60% cheaper than the typical 
dealer. 

Our diagnostic, Ecu and Injection repair customers include local and national Main 
Deaton including Ferrari, Ford, Citroen, Jaguar, Land Rover, Mercedes, Lexus, 
Sytner and South Wales' largest Used Car supermarfcets! 

WE REALLY ARE ITEAFFQRDAfllf DEALER ALTERNATIVE! 


ItPERMOVEO 

11 EURO SPECIAUSTS 



Advanced CottiDO Edge Dogn 


High Quaity Dealer Spec Servicina 


Key Repairs & New Keys 


in-House Injector Servicing 


OFF Repars & OFF Removals 


Brakes,Tyres, Exhausts & RepaH 


Ferfbrmance Tuning 


ECU, ABS & Etoebrone Repw 


Q 


\K>II UCIMII slIO 
4 I lY I M IVV INI 

&er¥icif ond Repair 


OFT 


^Castrol a Mobil D 


Car Codmg & Software Upgrades 


Gearboxes & Automatic Repairs 


S&lOWoodhamRoad 
Bairy Docks CF634JE 
Monday to Fricfety 830 to 18:00 
Satunl^930tol430 
www4)emKweoJtdJ( 

FREEPHONE 

0600(037807 
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Athletic grab their first 
home win of the season 


KENFIG HILL 
FIND THFIR WAY 
PAST LOUGHFR 


CARDIFF 
Metropolitan 
University came to 
Newbridge Fields 
full of confidence 
after only succumb¬ 
ing to 

Championship con¬ 
tenders Bargoed by 
a single point. 

The Athletic won the 
previous week by a sin¬ 
gle point at strugglers 
Pontypool - but were 
still looking for their 
first home win of the 
season. 

On the day the 
Athletic were good 
value for a 17-10 victo¬ 
ry, which could have 
been even more impres¬ 
sive if a number of 
penalties had gone the 
right side of the upright. 

The Athletic started 
brightly and following 
five minutes of continu¬ 
al pressure were reward¬ 
ed with a penalty for off¬ 
side, which outside half 
Steve Lewis duly 
kicked. This brought up 
his half century of points 


for the season. 

A scrummaging 
offence allowed Lewis 
to repeat the feat. When 
the students further 
transgressed for not 
releasing, Lewis com¬ 
pleted his hat-trick of 
penalties to put the 
Athletic 9-0 ahead. 

Cardiff Metropolitan 
responded with a penal¬ 
ty from Mark Cooke. 
They then won a line out 
five metres from the 
Athletic line and drove. 
Athletic lock Sean 
Williams was sent to the 
sin bin for coming in 
from the side to halt the 
move. 

The Met opted for a 
scrum against the seven- 
man Athletic pack and 
were awarded a penalty 
try for an Athletic 
infringement. Cooke 
converted to put the stu¬ 
dents 10-9 ahead. 

Despite being a man 
down the Athletic for¬ 
wards took the game to 
the visitors and after a 
series of probes at the try 
line were awarded a five 
metre scrum. No8 Griff 


Davies picked up and 
the Athletic pack got 
behind him to eventually 
force hooker and captain 
Simon Mustoe over the 
whitewash to give the 
Athletic a 14-10 half¬ 
time lead. 

The second half saw 
end to end play - but 
both sides’ defences held 
out to prevent any fur¬ 
ther tries. The Athletic 
had four kickable penal¬ 
ties during the half - but 
Steve Lewis was only 
able to convert one of 
them for a match haul of 
12 points. 

There were a lot of 
positives for the Athletic 
coaches to take from this 
game. The pack were 
awarded man of the 
match en bloc for a mag¬ 
nificent display. The 
front row; Liam Griffin, 
Mustoe and Rod Apsee 
were excellent in tight 
and loose. Locks Sean 
Williams and Jonathon 
Stoker competed well 
against taller and heav¬ 
ier opponents. 

The back row of Sean 
Derrick, Griff Davies 
and Lloyd Evans and 
replacement Stuart 
Nation tackled with 
immense courage to stop 
the students bringing 
their free running backs 
into play. 

Centre Michael 

Hathaway and outside 
half Steve Lewis were 
the pick of the backs - 
but all 17 players on dis¬ 
play merited wearing the 
Athletic jersey. 

The students’ com¬ 
mittee were very mag¬ 
nanimous in declaring 
the spirit shown by the 
Athletic team. 

The Athletic hope to 
now build on the 
momentum of the past 
two consecutive victo¬ 
ries when they entertain 



ABOVE: Michael Hathaway looks for a pass. 




BELOW: Lloyd Evans makes a break. 
PHOTOS BY GLENNSPORTS 



high flying Newbridge 
at Newbridge Fields this 
Saturday. 

The last time these 
teams met at Newbridge 
Fields was in the Swalec 
Cup in 2005-2006 when 
the Athletic from Div 2 
West pulled off a giant 
killing act, winning 35- 


the top half of the inau¬ 
gural Championship 
table. 

The club would like 
to thank David Burt and 
the Friends of Bridgend 
Athletic for sponsoring 
the game. 

AB 


TOUGHER started 
the game and 
showed their inten¬ 
tions, piling into the 
Mules’ forwards 
with all guns blaz¬ 
ing, but the Kenfig 
Hill pack were 
more than a match 
for them and were 
soon putting them 
under pressure. 

Unfortunately the 
Mules’ outside half 
Raymond Evans had to 
leave the field with an 
ankle injury meaning 
scrum half Matthew 
Tossell was switched to 
the pivot position and he 
immediately made his 
presence felt with a well 
struck penalty. 

The Lougher outside 
half Chris Banfield 
replied with two penal¬ 
ties. 

The Mules’ defence at 
this point was supreme 
with the home side try¬ 
ing their best to increase 
their lead. 

Kenfig Hill’s left 
wing then scored a bril¬ 
liant individual try from 
the half-way line, run¬ 
ning close to the touch- 
line, evading all efforts 
to tackle him, Matthew 
Tossell putting over a 
difficult conversion 
from the touchline. 

Kenfig Hill held the 
upper hand for the rest of 
the first half, coming 
close to scoring on sev¬ 
eral occasions. 

The Mules started the 
second half with a bang 
when full back Mike 
Kennedy made a daz- 


26. 

After the Newbridge 
game the following 
Saturday, Glamorgan 
Wanderers also visit 
Newbridge Fields. 

Coach Stuart Morris 
is very encouraged that 
performances are going 
in the right direction, 
and does not see why the 
Athletic cannot finish in 


PADDLE 

‘CENTRE’ 

PORTHCAWL is 
set to become a 
major centre for 
the world’s fastest 
growing water 
sport, paddle 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Bk)P«r» 

NW Trunsporlin 
^printers 
JiimboVm 
UAon 

Vm 

Tlppef tnjoks 

c«b dicpMlM 



(01656) 

660160 
Ful dotaAc aMalaftDlo on our 
www.wickvanhire.co.uk 


BOARD 

LESSONS 

boarding, or stand 
up surfing. 

Adventure Wales has 
established a stand up 
surfing school in the 
country and is showcas¬ 
ing the sport at Rest Bay 
on Saturday, October 20. 
There you can get free 
advice and workshops 
about a sport that the 
experts say will be big¬ 
ger than surfing. 

Adventures director 
Nigel Jones has got 
together with Reach to 
secure funding for a 
package to encourage 
first timers to enjoy both 
coast and countryside in 
a single weekend. 

Rhiannon Hardiman 
of the REACH team 
said: “Innovations like 
this can propel rural 
Bridgend onto the world 
map and REACH is 
delighted to be support¬ 
ing Adventures in mak¬ 
ing it happen.” 

For more information, 
contact 07872 823366, 
or visit: adven¬ 
tures wales.co.uk. 

GM 



ABOVE: Jason Davies charges forward. 


zling break from inside 
his own half outpacing 
the home defence. Prop 
Matthew Davies showed 
a fine turn of pace to 
keep up with him and 
received the final pass 
on the 25, he sidestepped 
the Lougher full back to 
score, Tossell making no 
mistake with the conver¬ 
sion. 

Lougher came back 
into the game for a brief 
period through a try by 
open side wing forward 
Joel Thompson, convert¬ 
ed by Banfield, who then 
added a penalty. 
Lougher then went all 
out for a win but the 
Mules’ tackling was 
again superb, particular¬ 
ly the centres Chris 
Tossell and Marc 
Fitzgerald with right 
wing Shaun Burnell also 
making his presence felt. 

The Mules then start¬ 
ed to gain possession 
and it was the turn of the 
Lougher players to show 
their defensive skills as 
the Mules’ attack bat¬ 
tered them. Matthew 
Tossell put over a penal¬ 
ty from the touchline 
and then dropped a goal. 
He finished off the after¬ 
noon with another penal¬ 
ty- 


Final score: Kenfig 
Hill 29, Lougher 16. 

This was Matthew 
TosselTs game as he was 
selected at scrum half 
but had to move to the 
unaccustomed position 
of outside half just after 
kick off due to the regu¬ 
lar leaving the pitch 
through injury. 

Matthew also took 
over kicking duties 
when Kenfig Hill's regu¬ 
lar kicker had to with¬ 
draw just before the start 
with a leg injury. 

Jason Davies had an 
outstanding game at 
openside wing forward 
with Matthew Legg also 
playing well. 

Miles Kennedy had a 
stormier of a game at full 
back and props Matthew 
Davies and Jamie Uren 
stood out in the front 
row battle against some 
experienced opponents. 

We would like to wish 
Bob Johnson a happy 
84th birthday this 
Friday. Bob is a life 
member of the club and 
never misses a home 
game; he also enjoys the 
cut and thrust of debate 
on a Sunday morning 
with his pre-lunch drink. 

GOS 



^ Nine-Hole GoK Course 
Pay & Play 

^ All-wealher flood light 
driving range 
>• All equipment 
available for hire 
^ Professional Tuition .^1 


i 


Fihtess and Leisure • • • 
Ihe Healthy Option! 

MKISSU^— - 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 

18 holes £9.00 
Weekends and bonk holidays:! 
Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 

\ We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 




















































